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Prologue

Wang Jianguo, one of the Southeast University graduates of 1978, was my doctoral student in 1985. With
his hard studies and further analysis, he took part in my projects such as Henan Museum and Bingxin Literature
Hall, both of which were well received and won grand prize successively. Besides this, he also participated in
and took charge of the People’s Congress building and the Consultative Conference building for the Changshu
government, showing excellent ability.

Urban design, with its role of guidance and regulatory, plays an important part of urban planning and
construction.

| began to do some research on urban design when | participated in the General Plan of Beijing in 1950s.
Being his adviser, in 1985 | positioned Wang jianguo’s research direction on urban design, which finally titled
Study on the Theory and Method of Modern Urban Design. After improving and perfecting, it has been published
as Theory and Method of Modern Urban Design and later as Urban Design, They were reprinted for more than
10 times and won some awards of publication, having been used by many colleges as textbooks.

With his self-disciplined work and instructive teaching, Wang Jianguo has trained many outstanding talents.

Laying great stress on international exchange, Wang Jianguo has got well reputed on his lecture abroad,
and has established many academic relations with MIT, and Harvard University of USA, ETH of Switzerland and
AA of UK.

He has managed many urban design projects for such big cities as Nanjing, Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou,
Shenyang and Zhengzhou, and also a lot for small cities. In recent years, Wang Jianguo has expanded his urban
design career to historical area and architecture heritage preservation. With the key research project of National
Natural Science Fund and of Ministry of Science and Technology, he has already acquired some achievements.
He and his colleagues won the Grand Prize for the reconstruction of Guangji Town Center in the rehabilitation
after Wenchuan Earthquake.

In the end of 2011, the international competition for Chinese Sinology Center made by Qi Kang, Wang
Jianguo and Zhang Tong won the first prize and now the project is on-going.

Wish him great success.

So as prologue.

Academician of Chinese Academy of Sciences,

Foreign Academician of Architecture Academy of France,

Director of Architecture Research Institute of Southeast University,
on the Nanjing-Beijing Flight, Jan. 20, 2013
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Preface: On Cities and Buildings

This volume begins with juxtaposing cities and buildings, which is
attributed to the fact that, for many years, my research, teaching and
practice have been related to this approach. One can compare city to
an organism, whereas | compare the city to a tree with the road system
and infrastructure of the city as the stem and buildings the leaves, the
smallest units consisting of a big tree. The spatial forms of a city are
characterized by the complementary and symbiotic relation between
urban forms and building forms, which, through visual senses and
behaviors of people, can be perceived. Therefore, viewing and reflecting
the relationship between a city and its buildings from a visual vertex
has always been one of my favorite things whenever visiting a city.
Ever since the first time | went to the United States in January 1991 as
a visiting scholar, | have accumulated every opportunity of viewing a
city on its dominant point, with my footprint covering the Empire State
Building and World Trade Center in New York, The Seals Tower in
Chicago, The Rockefeller Center in New York, the Eifel Tower in Paris,
the Sydney Tower and Kaknas TV Tower at Stockholm, the Oriental
Pearl TV Tower in Shanghai and Nanjing Zifeng Tower. From these
observations, | perceived the complex and confusing relationship among
urban structure morphology, road network systems, density of urban
spaces, texture of neighborhood buildings and landmark buildings, which
are realities juxtaposed in synchronous dimensions as well as montages
embodied in abundant historical messages and stories of evolving urban
forms in diachronic dimension.

In people’s minds, urban environment is perceived as composed
of numerous buildings gathered together by certain planning and
organization, as opposed to the concept of rural environment perceived
as less buildings massing with dispersed layout. In ancient times, the
forms and images of city and countryside that people recognized were
clearly marked off by ramparts. However, a city is actually human habitat
compromising people, society and dwellings, immersed with historical
and cultural information.

No one can escape from the intricate association with his or
her surroundings and the society that he or she belongs to, even if

viewed from the perspective of perception through common visual and
behavioral approaches. Perceived from daily life, the exterior spaces,
roads, squares and green spaces of the neighborhoods in towns and
cities, as well as their land use patterns and spatial structures, have
always been related to buildings that shape these spaces. When
experiencing the city of Beijing, as an imperial capital, people are most
commonly attracted by its magnificent groups of palace buildings, the
central axis of the city, and such natural water bodies and landscapes
as the Beihai Park, Zhongnanhai and Shichahai, as well as the layouts
of numerous courtyard houses, streets and lanes, and Hutongs. At the
same time, their curiosity and interest on the characteristic street life and
cultural customs of traditional Peking are always aroused. People that
have ever visited the ancient city of Nanjing feel impressive on relics of
the period of Six Dynasties, the city walls of Ming Dynasty and many
major buildings and boulevards completed in the period of the Republic
of China as well as traditional civic life at Confucius Temple district.
If they have the chance of climbing up to view from bird's eye and
overlook the skyline, they will further their recognition towards the spatial
environment of the city consisting of the vast Yangtze River and the hilly
landscape of the Purple Mountain in more holistic and comprehensive
way. Such unique city patterns and characteristic landscapes perceived
by visual and lived experiences are the outcomes of people’s pursuit
for thousands of years for ideal human habitat and its constant
improvement.

From the perspective physical space morphology, there is obvious
commonality or intersections between design of cities and design of
buildings. According to cursory examination, cities and construction
of buildings have always been inseparable, which can be seen from
earliest cities shaped in Mesopotamia civilization 6000 years ago, or
the cities formed during the very first civilization in China, or the Aztec
civilization of its cities in America. Since there were fewer inhabitants
and relatively smaller scale in city construction at that time with relatively
simple functions, the objects of planning and its representations were
associated with the arrangement of building entities, leading to formation



of the paradigm of urban morphology. For example, in the 11th century
BC in China, based on ethical modes, State Building System was
formed on the forms, scales, roads, etc. of city construction, which
read:* The capital city built by masters covers the area of nine square
miles. There are three gates on each of its four sides; there are nine
north-south roads and nine east-west roads within the city; the roads
are 9 tracks wide; Outside the palace, the ancestral temple lies on the
left and the infield altar on the right; in front of main hall in the palace is
the court and behind the north hall the market. Every market and every
court cover the area of one hundred square paces”. According to this
system, the numbers “three” and “nine” imply “numbers for lucky signs”
derived from The Book of Changes. Placing the court on the center,
respecting ancestors and valuing agriculture, and the clear and regular
road network showed the ideal mode of cities with hierarchy and order,
presenting equilibrium and stability, which deeply influenced the practice
of urban design for the following dynasties, especially the design and
construction of capital cities, provincial cities and prefectures. In the
West, some scholars also recognize that most cities in the Mediterranean
areas were developed from the layout pattern of Roman Castra. During
the subsequent evolvement, they were influenced by Christian, Islamic,
Renaissance, baroque and modernist cities, presenting “harmonious
but different” among them, which means that such elements as layout
patterns, metric structure and typology have always been intact with the
ancient cities. This fact is proven by numerous drawings depicting city
forms inherited from different historical periods at home and abroad.
“The Great Plan of Rome” (the well-known “Nolli Map”) completed by
Giovanni Bastista Nolli in 1748 is of great academic value. Although
with two-dimensional format, it was the most accurate map at that time.
He organized survey covering the area of 8 square miles, including hilly
areas, farms, vineyards, monasteries, and ancient relics that formed the
territory of Rome. Showing the fabric and organization of the relationship
between various city forms and the forms of public buildings in Rome,
the map makes it possible to integrate the forms of city and buildings as
a whole.

The design of city and buildings are also inspired and regulated
by such elements as natural terrain, climatic conditions and local
resources. Two thousand years ago, in China, Guan Zi — Cheng Ma
(means economic planning) observed in a scientific manner that “every
capital city shall not be located on the foot of a mountain but near the
vast river; the height of the city shall not close to dry areas so that the
water resources will be sufficient; the lower part of the city shall not

be close to lowland so that the construction of trenches can be saved.
It shall make use of natural resources and take advantage of local
terrain. Therefore, the construction of the city does not necessarily obey
the rules of squares and circles and the roads not satisfy the straight
yardsticks.” This implies that in selecting of the site for construction a
city, local conditions shall be considered with appropriate height in terms
of topography. The water resources shall satisfy living requirements
and the defensive needs of trenches without the threat of flooding. |
have researched the city of Changshu, Jiangsu Province. At its initial
stage, the city moved from Fushan Town along the Yangtze River in
Tang Dynasty to the gentle slope on the east side of Yushan Mountain.
Afterwards, the natural water system was utilized as the moats and the
Qinchuan Canal was dug. The walls around the city were erected and
the city was constructed to replace the hill, forming the layout of the
city as “the seven creeks leading to the sea and half of ten square mile
mountains entering the town”. The idea of urban design proposed by
Guan Zhong was achieved here, exemplifying the evolution of Chinese
ancient cities in a “bottom-top” manner according to local conditions. In
the West, there is also tradition in terms of constructing cities according
to local conditions. The only encyclopedia on architecture survived over
two thousand years in the western world is On Architecture by Vitruvius.
The First Book addressed the basic principles of architecture and the
layout of cities. In a systematic manner, Vitruvius addressed such issues
as climate, orientation, topology, street organization and public spaces
related to city locations. He argued that in locating the city walls, “hygienic
places shall be chosen for construction with higher altitude, not windy,
not subject to mist, with appropriate orientation and temperature,”(
Vitruvius, 2012) which is similar to the theory for constructing cities of
Guan Zi. Many Mediterranean cities in Europe, such as hilly towns in
Toscana, ltaly, are of great esthetic value due to perfect integration
of building forms, natural terrains and urban life. Being described as
“Picturesque Town”, they are now still the important samples in the
research field of world urban history.

As an academician, Qi Kang, my mentor, conducted systemic
research on urban morphology through case studies in early 1980s,
published incisive treatise on the elements that affected the evolution of
city forms, and constructed two sets of agency systems as man-made
and natural (Qi Kang, 1982).

In 1988, inspired by my mentor, | published an article in The
Architect in an attempt to further summarize urban design during
different historical periods as two types with different values and



approaches, i.e. “bottom-up” and “top-down”, or “planned” and
“unplanned” cities ( Wang Jianguo, 1988). The so-called “bottom-up”
refers to the approach in accordance with the conditions of natural
climate, geography, resources, local economic activities and residents’
willing and following the growth patterns of organism to build a city or
town through the accumulation and juxtaposition of several individual
buildings over time. It is characterized by intuition and simplicity,
reasonable functions, self-sufficiency, adapting to social economy,
community life and regional natural conditions. The traits of such cities
are coexistence and symbiosis of buildings constructed in various times
and with diverse styles, an outcome similar to a museum of the city.
“Top-down” refers to the approach in accordance with the willing of
decision-makers that owns higher status and ideal modals in designing
and constructing a city or town. It is usually achieved by means of
artificial planning and controlling instruments, reflecting the ideal world
conceived by decision-makers. The construction and development of
cities and towns is controlled by administrative and religious elements
by means of instruction and regulation of planning. Owing to more
available social resources for construction, the scale of such towns and
cities are greater with higher level of perfectionism in terms of forms.
In comparison, “bottom-up” approach of design and construction for
cities shows more of the juxtaposition of the images of individuals of
general public, inclining to emotion. “Top-down” approach shows more
of the characteristics of social organizations and the will of decision-
makers. The fact that its standards are set by the minority and that they
are implemented by the majority of the society represents, to a greater
extent, the idea of rationality and hierarchy.

In general, city planning and civic design in pre-industrial era
was quite similar in terms of research field and object of practice, both
affiliated to architecture. After 18" century, due to the establishment
and introduction of new social relations of production, invention of
new transportation and communication facilities, and the development
of building industrialization, there emerged new urban functions and
their operations, with huge changes in urban forms, as the well-known
scholar Frampton’s words, in Europe, the constrained cities that lasted
for five hundred years changed within one century, which was the result
of the interaction between a series of unprecedented technologies and
the development of social economy. Le Corbusier, the master of modern
architecture, even deemed that the human being was entering a machine
age, buildings will be the product of industrialization, and designed and
produced like cars or irons. The associated standardization and mass

production was just the main causes of the “identity crisis” of buildings in
global cities nowadays.

With the acceleration of the process of urbanization, there were
huge changes in terms of social structure and systems in cities. Added
by establishment and improvement of modern municipal management,
the design and planning based on traditional principles of visual esthetics
were not applicable any more, appealing new planning theory externally.
At the same time, negative effects generated from extensive modes of
industrialization and urbanization in early period, with unprecedented
accumulation and disorderly growth of population in cities, resulting in a
series of urban problems such as severe environmental contamination,
traffic jams, and quick deterioration of urban environment as well
as related vital prevalence of infectious diseases. For example, the
disorganized urban sprawl in London resulted in large amount of
homeless, poor people and housing of low quality at urban fringes. It is
in this new historical situation that modern urban planning emerged as
the time required and became a new force to control the development
of cities, which was adopted by state and administrative authorities.
As part of continuation of history and people’s conceptions, urban
planning at the beginning of the industrial revolution was still inclined
to the forms of physical spaces and related engineering technologies.
Up to 1960s, the emphasis of the discipline of urban planning gradually
shifted from engineering and technology to the planning of economic
development and community. After 1970s, urban planning evolved to the
triad of economic development, engineering and technology, and social
development. Upon entering the new century, urban planning integrated
four aspects of economy, technology, society and environment, in an
attempt to achieve equilibrium among economic benefits, social benefits
and environmental benefits. In other words, urban planning today
consists of four components of economic planning, social planning,
policy determination and physical planning, conforming to the basic
principles of efficiency, equity and environment. The essential attributes
of planning are scientificalness, foresight and integrity, with the core
keyword as harmony.

However, in the context of increasingly focusing on urban
development in terms of society, economy and environment from
a macro perspective in modern urban planning, there are some
discrepancies emerged between macro planning and concrete
constructions in the material physical spaces. According to the viewpoint
of Alex Krieger, professor of Harvard University, modern conception
of urban design derives from the concerns on the disorderly sprawl of



urban fringes and the deterioration of historic city centers in the mid
20th century, with the aim of searching a “public sphere” that bridges
individual discipline of architecture and urban planning, in order to
address the complicated problems beyond the scope that any individual
discipline can solve. In doing so, such environmental characteristics
as urban spatial forms, streets, and squares that associated with the
establishment of attributes of society, humanity and arts in cities as
well as harmonization of buildings became the main objects of urban
design. Nevertheless, modern urban design has no longer been limited
within the scope of spatial esthetics and visual arts. Instead, there
have been revolutionary developments in terms of its scope of objects,
working contents, design approaches and guiding ideology. In urban
design, one shall not only consider the harmonious relationship between
urban planning and the design and construction of buildings, but also
conform to the multiple assessment criteria of urban design that centers
on “human-society-environment”, taking into account various natural
and human factors. The focus shall be put on the construction and
creation of multiple spatial environment in the dimensions of ecology,
history and culture and improve the “livability” of cities and the quality
of living environment, so as to achieve the goals of enhancing integral
spatial environment and landscapes in cities. In other words, the main
focus of urban design is placed on whether the urban environment
is of quality and meaning. The central characteristic of urban design
lies in the coexistence of coordination, process and creativity. Urban
design is not just part of city planning, nor extended architectural
design. Instead, urban design is dedicated to the creation of cities of
“intricate, delicate, livable, accessible, and enjoyable”, as well as to the
construction of environment with reasonable spatiotemporal gradients
consisting of history, present and future. However, all of the above can
hardly be achieved through city planning that centers on the attributes of
development or architectural design that focuses on individual creation
and the requirements of clients.

From the perspective of professional training background,
urban designers are usually come from the fields of architecture, city
planning and landscape architecture. Many scholars with architectural
background regard that since the tasks of urban design are to invest
urban spaces and even the entire morphology with forms, training in
the field of architecture is necessary. The academician Wu Liangyong
argues that urban design shall become the obvious field that architects
understand and partly deal with. The academician Qi Kang deems that
“architects without the knowledge of cities are not perfect architects.”

Many overseas scholars share similar points of view, i.e. urban-minded
architects can undertake major tasks of urban design. Le Corbusier,
the master architect of the 20" century, in his lifetime, created lots
of innovative conceptions of urban design from the perspective of
an architect and illustrated numerous sketches of urban design.
Saarinen, the famous American architect, even thought that urban
design is basically the issue of architecture. Some city planners think
that many issues related to physical planning of a city are beyond the
skills of architects, however, some routine issues in planning, such as
communities, traffic calming, sense of neighborhoods, and development
of inclusiveness, if described visually in the perspective of urban design,
will be more easily to be understood by general public, other than as
abstract concepts.

The author argues that since urban design involves the forms and
images of cities, the creation of communities and places, and the livable
urban environment, and in China particularly involves more practice
opportunities, the urban designers shall possess to some extent social,
humanity and artistic endowments and cultivation as well as basic
knowledge on engineering. Such attainment can be achieved through
the training focusing on nurturing architects. However, researchers with
other professional backgrounds are not excluded from the research
on comprehensive theory and conceptual studies on urban design. In
addition to the design of forms and spatial elements, urban design also
involves to some extent the formation of social organizations and cultural
vogue of a society, thus relating to the goals of improving the quality of
spaces of human habitats in cities and the living quality as well.

Therefore, the extension of traditional field of the discipline
of architecture shall be achieved on the level of urban design as a
breakthrough in order to “exert the artistic creation of buildings based
on urban design” ( Wu Liangyong, 1999). Professor Tzonis, the Dutch
architectural historian, argued that if every building was of good quality,
and every development is of good quality, there is no need for top-town
design and construction regulation. The whole environment would be
naturally fine. However, the experience and facts for dozens of years
proved that this did not happen. Otherwise, the “invisible hand” of free
market resulted in the opposite effect. Thus, architects themselves
can hardly shape benign environment. Nowadays, architectural design
can hardly be separated from the urban context and its prerequisites.
The design objects, from the perspective of architects, are not only
individual building, but rather, “the continuum of environment of urban
spaces” ( International Union of Architects, 1980) as well as “the relation



between buildings and sky, buildings and ground and among buildings”.
(Bacon, 1978). In other words, urban design appeals that architectural
creation shall make difference on continuation of vertical levels, careful
considerations on horizontal levels, expression of individuality and
characteristics on meaning levels, and harmony as whole of the built
environment in cities and towns.

In recent 20 years, the architectural professional field in China
shifted from the concept of individual building to consideration of urban
environment that consists of buildings, with the important implication
of integration of architecture and urban design. With the acceleration
of urban development in China, numerous architects begin to realize
the limitation of traditional field of architectural profession, making
breakthrough step by step the narrow-minded design focusing
on individual building in order to expand their thinking to include
environment. Many architects start to conduct “bottom-up” urban design
in their own practice on the basis of architectural design. According to
the practical needs of planning preparation and management in China,
the relationship between urban design and legal system of city planning
are explored in the field of city planning, with the recognition that urban
design shall be included in every stage and level of city planning.

In the mid 1990s, China witnessed large scale and widespread
practice of urban design. For some time, there were booming
development on squares, pedestrian malls, urban axis, waterfronts and
parks and green spaces, showing the emphasis on public spaces in
cities during this stage of urban development in China. In doing so, city
authorities recognized the unique value and function of urban design
in terms of constructing human habitats, presenting achievements of
urban construction and enhancing the comprehensive competitiveness
of a city. In recent years, urban construction and development in China
attracted attention worldwide. At the same time, there were more
international involvement in the research field of theory, concept and
practice of urban design with increasing progress on design ideas.
During this period, on the one hand, such books as A General Theory
on Architecture, Urban Architecture, Theory and Approach of Modern
Urban Design, Urban Design, An Introduction to Urban Design, Urban
Design Mechanism and Practice, On the Practice of Urban Design were
published in China successively. Research achievements on urban
design written by overseas scholars, such as C. Sitte, J. Jacobs, N.
Schulz, E. Bacon, K. Lynch, J. Barnett, Jon Lang, etc were translated
and introduced into China. On the other hand, the numbers of thesis on
the Chinese characteristics of theory, approach and practice of urban
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design as well as the integration of cities and buildings increased. In
particular, research on coordinated implementation of urban design and
city planning, digital techniques and approaches on urban design, case
studies on the projects of urban design and indigenous architectural
creation achieved world-class results with Chinese characteristics.

Urban design in China has experienced trial and exploration
for more than twenty years, resulting in today an important status in
urban construction. Its prominent characteristics of three-dimensional
presentation attract people’s attentions. The academician Zhou Ganzhi
summarized in the preface of the book /ntroduction to Sciences of
Human Settlements the formation and development of the ideas
of sciences of human settlements in China. He argues that the
conception of extending and furthering the disciplines of architecture
and city planning has been realized in three aspects, one of which
is “urban design that integrates such professions as architecture,
civic engineering, etc is not just an academic point of view. Rather, it
penetrates into various stages of planning, furthering planning work for
different major cities and improving design standard of many projects.”(
Wu Liangyong, 2001)

My knowledge on the relevance of cities and buildings began form
my university experience. In 1978, | was admitted by the Department of
Architecture, Nanjing Institute of Technology. At that time, the practice
and market for building industry in China was limited. The curriculum
mainly covered individual building design with different functions, with
limited association with the surroundings, which were not the focuses
in assessing students’ exercises. However, the opportunities owing to
the reform and opening to the outside world led gradually to several
national competitions of architectural design, for example, the national
design competition of medium-to-small scale railway station, design
competition of cinemas, and design competition of urban landmark
buildings. Some teachers at the Department of Architecture, such as
Yang Wenjun, Li Zhitao, Wu Mingwei etc, often became the winners
of these competitions. Soon after, international competitions were
introduced into China. The Department of Architecture, Nanjing Institute
of Technology took part in such international competitions as the
international conference center in Tokyo, Japan, The Peak Leisure Club
in Hong Kong, etc. These projects involved parameters of real urban
environment, resulting in analysis of urban issues and consideration of
urban design strategies. At that time, | observed these senior professors’
design work. | felt incapable to understand part of the analysis due to my
limited knowledge and professional background at that time.



In 1982, | began my master degree study, apprentice to the
supervisor group consisting of Prafessors Liu Guanghua, Zhang
Zhizhong, Zhong Xunzheng, and Xu Yicheng. At that time, architectural
circle in China began to recognize the built environment in cities and
towns more profoundly and comprehensively. In early 1980s, World
Architecture and The Architects jointly hosted a series of academic
lectures in Beijing. Professor Liu delivered a lecture on “Buildings,
Environment, People”, with astonishing responses. Based on numerous
case investigations on overseas buildings, he realized that contemporary
architectural design was not just isolated design, rather, it is the product
of interaction between environment and people’s behavior, necessarily
taking into account complex context and social factors. Coincidentally,
my supervisor arranged several architectural designs that associated
with urban environment, one of which was a shop design for Jinling
Hotel. The project was located on the southeast side of the hotel, facing
Xinjiekou Square. Gu Daging, Xu Lei and higher class students who are
Ding Wowo, Shan Yong, Fan Sizheng, Huang Ping, Chen Xin worked
together in this project. We studied original drawings of Jingling Hotel
and found that the site that went along the street deviated from the grid
and axis of the main building of the hotel and not the parallel relations as
expected. It was quite difficult to deal with this plot that facing the street.
We tried hard to embed new design into surroundings in an organic way.
Although the term “urban design” was not well-known in China then, the
issues considered and dealt with as our main concern was the issues of
urban design as we think today.

At the end of 1985, | began my doctoral degree at the Institute of
Architecture, apprentice to Professor Qi Kang, which was the important
start point for the subsequent involvement of urban design. Mr. Qi
was sensitive and far-sighted to the issues of cities, which furthered
and enriched my knowledge on cities. At that time, the Institute was
committed research tasks on physical environment of key cities
and towns, as part of “the Seventh Five Year Plan” of Ministry of
Construction, among which Mr. Qi asked me to be in charge of pilot
research on small scale cities. Coincidently, in the selection process
among various cities, we were invited to participate the planning and
design of new urban area of Changshu by Changshu Construction
Committee, Jiangsu Province. Therefore, we decided to take Changshu
as case study for the research task. In literature review on the physical
environment of cities and towns, we identified the related professional
field in foreign countries was urban design. Thus, we determined
that this would be the research topic for my doctoral dissertation,

which was a pioneer work at that time. In 1989, | finished my doctoral
dissertation entitled “Theory and Methods on Modern Urban Design”,
which was published as a treatise in 1991 after revision according to
the suggestions of the examiners such as Li Dehua, Tao Songling,
Cai Zhenjue, etc, who were the pioneers in this field. The book was
well accepted by readers, especially professionals and teachers and
students of related discipline in universities. In 1996, the copyright was
sold to a Taiwan publisher to deliver a traditional Chinese character
version. In 2001, the second edition ( simplified version) was published
after comprehensive revision and extension, with the total print run
as 30,000 issues. In Theory and Method on Modern Urban Design,
a comprehensive system of theory and approaches of modern urban
design was constructed for the first time in China, proposing the
analytical theory for “urban forms — urban design” based on the concepts
of “prototype”, “type” and “stage”. For the first time in academia, it
argued that urban design is a “dual-process” jointly constructed in
“process of design exploration” and “process of participative decision-
making” as well as the approach for spatial analysis based on “relevant
line — regional facet”. Afterwards, | gradually realized that as a practical
professional work, urban design would not be implemented effectively
without case studies that integrate theory and practice as well as the
dissemination of the applied knowledge based on theory. Therefore, the
idea to write another book on urban design came into my mind. Soon
after its publication in 1999, the book Urban Design became not only one
of the main textbooks and reference books for colleges and universities,
but also training material for the City Cadre Class in the field of city
construction in many provinces and municipalities. In 2004, the second
edition of Urban Design was published and in 2011 the third edition, with
the total print run as 33,600 issues. The above treatise was proofread
and reviewed by lots of academicians, master designers and engineers,
and professors and regarded as “the most systematic, comprehensive
and innovative achievement on urban design in China”. These books
won twice Jiangsu Province Outstanding Book Awards.

During this period, | took charge of and participate in more than 50
important projects of urban design and architectural design, including
such practical projects and international competitions as the National
Center of Chinese Traditional Culture located at Beijing Olympic cultural
complex as one of the National Major Projects, scheme for the design
competition for 2010 Shanghai World Expo site planning, planning and
design for Relic Park of Jinling bao’en Temple in Nanjing, the public
building complex in the central area of Guangji Town at Mianzhu,



