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Unit 1

Passage 1 You Don’t Love Me

[Lead-in]
LXEFHEHERLT N TFRE2RKPHELEETR, — kRS TFRER., Txa4
LRH: “BBRARRZR K S HURXERRETAG . RAEHEFAF K £

YeiEd , AT FhiE ., “REKREEFEA TR RARTEHE X FFT
*H 5.
[ Question]

If a mother replies“NO” to her children’s request, does it mean that she doesn’t love
them?

[Reading Passage]
Target Speed: 90 wpm Length of Text: 335 words Target Time: 3. 5 minutes

“You Don’t Love Me!”

How many times have your children laid that one on® you? And how many times
have you, as a parent, resisted the urge®to tell them how much?

Someday, when my children are old enough to understand the reason, I'll tell
them,

I loved you enough to ask you almost every time about where you were going,
with whom, and what time you would be home.

I loved you enough to insist you buy a bike with your own money that we could
afford and you couldn’t.

I loved you enough to be silent and let you discover your best friend was an
unpleasant boy.

I loved you enough to make you return the chocolate with a bite out of it to a
drugstore and admit, “I stole this.”

I loved you enough to stand over you for two hours while you cleaned your
bedroom, a job that would have taken me fifteen minutes.

Dlay... on._.;fE ...... Bﬁmif ......
@resist the urge: ¥Z&Eah; wHErhsh
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I loved you enough to say, “Yes, you can go to Disney World on Mother’s Day. ”

I loved you enough to let you see anger, disappointment, disgust and tears in my eyes.

I loved you enough not to make excuses for your lack of respect or your bad manners.

I loved you enough to admit that I was wrong and ask your forgiveness.

I loved you enough to ignore “what every other mother did or said”.

I loved you enough to let you walk, fall, hurt and fail.

I loved you enough to let you take the responsibility for your own actions, at six,
ten or sixteen.

I loved you enough to push you off my lap, let go of your hand, say nothing to
your pleas® so that you had to stand alone.

I loved you enough to accept you for what you are, not what I wanted you to be.

But most of all, I loved you enough to say no when you hated me for it. That was
the hardest part of all.

[Exercises]
I. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).
( )1. The mother was so poor that she had to insist her child buy a bike with his own
money.
( )2. The mother never bought the boy any chocolate, thus he had to steal some
from the drugstore.
(  )3. The mother loved her child and she was very strict with him, too.
II. Choose the best option for the following statements.
1. “That one” in the sentence “How many times have your children laid that one on
you?” (Line 1, Para. 2) means“ 7
A. T love you B. I don’t love you
C. you love me D. you don’t love me
2. The sentence “I love you enough to let you walk, hurt and fail”(Line 1, Para. 14)
means* 7
A. I want you to face and deal with the difficulties by yourself
B. I'm not able to help you, though I love you
C. I know you won’t hurt yourself

D. Because I love you, I want you to walk by yourself

[Word Families]

1. anger—angry—angrily
disappoint—disappointed—disappointing—disappointment
discover—discoverer—discovery

ignore—ignorance—ignorant

[Sa N~ U\

silent—silently—silence—silenced—silencing

@plea: B3R, K
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Passage 2 A Family Conversation

[Lead-in]

EFRE XFIAFINMALIR A K EH LEHR . B FREHAKRLEFER
ASRKEBRBEF . LHENE, A ERRB G R, FM XA RE LB LA
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[ Questions]
1. What do you think about the atmosphere in this family?
2. Why will the family have some other food instead of steak?

[Reading Passage]
Target Speed: 90 wpm Length of Text: 431 words Target Time: 5 minutes

At the dinner table last night Mrs. Shannon said, “I hope you’ll all appreciate this
steak. It may be the last steak you’ll have in this house until prices of beef go down. ”

“How much did you pay for it?” her husband asked.

“I’m not going to tell you,” Mrs. Shannon said. “You’ll think I shouldn’t have
bought it, ”

“Maybe we should try horse meat,” her son Steve said.

“I've heard that it tastes as good as beef, and it’s much cheaper. ”

Steve’s sister Sharon was shocked. “Would you eat a horse?” she asked. “I
wouldn’t. I'd rather become a vegetarian. ”

“So would I, ” her grandmother agreed. “To me, eating a horse would be like eat-
ing a friend. But then, I don’t suppose you young people have ever known any horses,
really. ”

“Did you ever own a horse, Grandma?” Michael asked.

“No, but I remember when our milkman had a horse. Every morning the milk
wagon stopped in front of our door. Whenever I was up early enough, I used to go out
and talk to the horse. Sometimes I gave him sugar. ”

“I would have liked that,” her granddaughter said. “But there aren’t any milk
wagons nowadays, ”

“That’s right,” Steve said. “People get their milk at the store or out of milk
machines. ”

“Most people do,” Mr. Shannon said. “But there are trucks that deliver milk in
some places. They don’t come every day, though. They come about once a week. ”

“Did you read that article in last night’s newspaper?” Mrs. Shannon asked. “It
was about all the things that milk trucks deliver these days. ”

“I read it,” her husband said. “It seems that milk trucks now deliver bread,
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butter, and eggs, as well as milk and cream.”

“Why?” Sharon asked.

“Because milk companies lose money if they deliver nothing but milk,” Mr. Shan-
non answered. “People don’t want to pay high prices to have their milk delivered. Milk
prices are lower in stores. ”

“You can even buy cakes and pies from some of the milk trucks now,” Mrs. Shan-
non added. “Some even sell powder, towels, and cosmetics®. You can buy all those
from the milkman who comes to your door. ”

“I wish they’d do that around here,” Michael said. “It would be like having a
traveling store. ”

“Maybe they will,” his father said. “The drivers seem to like it. One driver’s
sales have gone up thirty-five percent since he started delivering those other things to
his milk customers. ”

“It’s profitable, I guess,” Sharon said. “But I still think it would be nicer to have

y

a milk wagon with a horse.’

[Exercise]
Choose the best option for the following statements.
1. The wife won’t tell her husband the price of the steak because
A. it’s a secret B. it’s too expensive
C. it’s too cheap D. she doesn’t know
2. The word “vegetarian” (Line 2, Para. 6) means
A. a person who plants vegetables
B. a person who cooks vegetables
C. a person who eats vegetables but no meat
D. a person who never eats vegetables
3. The word “wagon”(Line 2, Para. 9) means .
A. basket B. box C. bag D. carriage

4. Sharon was going to eat

A. horsemeat B. beef
C. vegetables D. milk
5. The milk trucks deliver besides milk.

A. bread, butter, eggs, and cream B. cakes and pies

C. powder, towels, and cosmetics D. all of the above

@cosmetics: 1k 5
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[ Word Families]
1. add—added—adding—addition—additional—additionally—additive
2. deliver—deliverable—deliverer—delivery
3. grandfather—grandmother—grandparent—grandson—granddaughter—grandchildren
4. profit—profited—profiting—profitable
5

. sell—sold—sale—saleable—salesman
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Passage 3 When Mothers Get the Bug

[Lead-in]

WRTRE - ANAERILERTRBEGAY, TREBREBE T, TREAEFHA
T HFARALT ABHBT XA FLFLRFDD] T —HRALTE, RANE
EMFR MR, ZTFH—F: ‘BB, AF2ERFRR, hER—EHRRIFR.”
LA AT EEZ, OB ELMNF—TFTFHT.

[ Questions]
1. What do you think is the reason that Mother gets well so soon?
2. Why does the author use general terms like“Mother” and“Father” instead of giving

them actual names?

[Reading Passage]
Target Speed: 90 wpm Length of Text: 710 words Target Time: 8 minutes

Have you ever had the 24-hour bug? You know, you have a fever, you ache and
you have to stay in bed. Well, most people have had it sometime, and most people get
over it in 24 hours. Most people, that is, except mothers. A mother can get over it in
12 hours or less!

Mother has just taken her temperature—and it’s over 100 degrees F. She’s got the
bug that’s going around.

It’s right after lunch. The older children are at school, and the baby is sleeping.
There’s no reason why Mother cannot go to bed. But first she has a few things to do.
Mix the meat loaf for dinner. Leave a note for the cleaners. Find someone to serve cof-
fee for her at the meeting tonight. Put in the next load of wash. Carry out the trash.

At last... she... sinks... into... bed. Ah-h-h-h-h! Her aching legs feel
comfortable on the cool sheets. Her burning eyes close. She’s asleep!

Then, suddenly, the front door bangs open as the children burst home from
school. “Mom! Mom! Where ARE you?” Mother tries to answer but their cries drown
out her weak calls. Soon they find her—in bed.

“Didn’t you even get up yet?” cries the younger girl.

“How am I going to get to Bill’s?” asks the boy.

”»

“What about dinner? We’ve got to eat,” says the older girl.

Mother understands. She knows that the children aren’t used to a mother in bed.
“I'm sick,” she says. “I can’t do anything. I'll just have to leave it all to you.” She
sighs. “Cook the potatoes. .. take care of the baby... set the table.”

The children run away like soldiers going into battle. For a time Mother is left to
the quiet of her room and the ache in her head.

Then Father comes home. He runs into the bedroom, drops heavily on the side of
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the bed and reaches for her hand. He looks tired. Mother starts worrying about him,

“It’s nothing, darling—just this bug that’s going around, ” she says. “I can get up and

do dinner and... ”

Father shakes his head. “You stay right there. Don’t worry about a thing. The
kids and I will take over. We'll get along fine without you. ”

Mother’s room is quiet again. But it’s also empty. Mother tosses and turns. The
sheets are no longer cool. And they scratch. She lies still, listening for family sounds.
She feels left out. © She feels terrible! But everybody else seems to feel great. In fact,
there seems to be some sort of party going on. There are laughs from the children and
Father.

Suddenly there is a crash, followed by Father’s voice. “Get the baby out of the
way before he cuts himself! Where’s the broom? Don’t disturb your mother! I said
DON’T DISTURB YOUR MOTHER!”

Now the house grows quiet. It is clear to Mother that the family is eating dinner
while she lies there sick and alone. No one has thought to bring dinner to her. They’ve
forgotten all about her. They’re doing fine without her. There’'s no point in going on
living.

Then there is another crash. The younger girl rushes in with the news. “They
dropped your tray and the dog licked up all your dinner. ”

She runs off. There is more noise until, finally, the children appear, beaming®.
They are proud of what they bring. There’s a glass of water, spilled onto the tray.
There’s a plate with three beans, a cold boiled potato, a tiny slice of burned meat loaf.
“Can we stay with you while you eat?” they ask. “Dad’s kind of mad. And the kitchen
is a mess. And nobody knows where the broom is. Is it all right if we stay with you?”

Suddenly Mother feels wonderful. As the children watch carefully, she eats her
cold dinner. “Everything tastes so good,” she tells them. She notices, without
surprise, that her aches and pains are gone.

The older girl speaks up. “Gee, Mom, I sure wish you'd get better. It’s just no
fun when you're sick. ”

“Yeh,” says the boy, “I hope you feel better tomorrow. We miss you. ”

Mother smiles. “I feel better already,” she says.

[Exercise]
Choose the best option for the following statements.
1. From the context the word “bug” means

A. money B. mess C. gift D. sickness

®She feels left out: {3 1HZ 8| TR & BB ZET .
@beam: %
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»

The sentence “Put in the next load of wash” (Line 4, Para. 3) means®
A. She has had one load of wash already

B. The next thing she will do is to do some washing

C. She’ll do the washing the next day

D. She’ll hang up the clothes into the wardrobe

The word “toss” (Line 1, Para. 13) means in this passage.

A. turn B. throw C. shake D. lie down

The topic sentence of Para. 1 is* ”

A. Have you ever had the 24-hour bug

B. Most people have had it sometime, and most people get over it in 24 hours

C. A mother can get over it in 12 hours or less

D. You have a fever, you ache and you have to stay in bed

When the family is in a mess, Mother is a little bit , because it means that
they need her so much.

A. disappointed B. happy C. angry D. sad

[Word Families]

1.

care— cared— caring— careful—carefulness—careless—carelessness—carefully—carelessly

2. comfort—comfortless—comfortable—comfortably—uncomfortable—uncomfortably
3.
4
5

disturb—disturbed—disturbing—disturbance

. mix—mixed—mixing—mixture

. understand—understanding—misunderstand—misunderstanding
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Passage 4 A Father’'s Heartfelt Words

[Lead-in]

LFREKEEF - ANEE2HA, —AFRETHOXLFRNLE, M BEAL R
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[ Questions]

1. What are the father’s heartfelt words?

2. Do you think that the father and the son understand each other? Why or why not?
Find some supporting details in the passage.

[Reading Passage]
Target Speed: 90 wpm Length of Text: 786 words Target Time: 9 minutes

My 23-year-old son Dan stood in the doorway, ready to say goodbye to his home.
His bag was packed and ready for the journey. In a couple of hours he was going to fly
out to France. He was going to be away for at least a year to learn a foreign language
and experience life in a foreign country.

It was a milestone in Dan’s life, a change from school days to adulthood. When we
were to say goodbye, I looked closely at his face. I would like to provide him with
some good advice that would last longer than just here and now.

But not a sound came over my lips. There was nothing that broke the silence in
our house by the sea. I could hear the sharp cry of the seagulls outside, while they cir-
cled over the ever-changing and roaring surf. Inside I stood motionless and silent,
looking into my son’s green eyes with that sharp look.

I knew that this wasn’t the first time I let such an opportunity pass me by, and
that made everything even more difficult. When Daniel was a little boy, I followed him
to the bus on his first day in kindergarten. I felt the excitement in his hand that held
mine when the bus came round the corner. I saw the color spread in his cheeks when
the bus stopped. He looked at me—just like he did now.

What'’s it like, Dad? Can I do it? Will I do all right? And then he boarded the bus
and disappeared. The bus drove away. And I hadn’t said a word.

Some ten years later, a similar event took place. His mother and I drove him to
the university where he was going to study. On the first night he went out with his
new friends, and when we met the next morning, he threw up. He was sick with
glandular fever®, but we thought he had hangover®.

®glandular fever: [ BE ]j§
@hangover: (BIE /5 #)) 18 B¢ (35 3k 7 B0 B A E B

10
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Dan was ill in bed in his room when I wanted to say goodbye. I tried to come up
with something to say, something that could inspire courage and self-confidence in him
in this new period of his life.

Again the words let me down. I said something like “I hope you’re better, Dan. ”
Then I turned around and left.

Now I stood in front of him and recalled all the times when I hadn’t made use of
those opportunities. How often has that not happened to all of us? A son graduates or
a daughter is married. We do what has to be done at those kinds of ceremonies, but we
don’t pull our children aside to tell them what they have meant to us. Or what they
might expect of the future,

There was one chance I didn’t miss, however. One day I told Dan that the biggest
mistake in my life was that I had not taken a year’s holiday after I graduated from uni-
versity. I could have traveled around the world, because I believed that was the best
way to get a deeper insight to life. When first I was married and began working, the
dream about living in another culture soon had to be shelved.

Dan thought about it. His friends told him it was crazy of him to put off his ca-
reer. But he quickly realized that it probably was not that bad an idea. And after he
graduated from university, he worked as a waiter, a messenger, and an assistant in a
bookstore, so he could make enough money to go to Paris.

The night before his leave, I lay twisting and turning in bed, puzzling about what
to tell him. I couldn’t think of anything. Maybe, I thought, it wasn’t really necessary
after all. Seen in the perspective of an entire life, how important is it that a father tells
his son what he thinks of him deep inside?

But when I stood in front of Dan, I knew that it really did mean something. My
father and I were fond of each other, and yet I have never felt sorry that he never ex-
pressed his feelings for me in words, that I didn’t have a memory of such a moment.
Now I felt my hands becoming wet, and my throat draw together. Why does it have to
be so difficult to tell your son what you feel? My mouth was dry, and I knew that I
could only say a few words.

“Dan,” I finally said, “if I had the choice myself, I would have chosen you. ”

What I told Dan was clumsy and usual. It was nothing. And yet it was
everything, '

[Exercise]]
Choose the best option for the following statements.
1. The word“milestone” (Line 1, Para. 2) means
A. a very long stone
B. a very big stone
C. a very important time or event in one’s life
D. a holiday

11



