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PREFACE

A Course in Spoken Chinese is a set of

textbooks for foreign students to learn spoken
Chinese. It consists of three volumes: for
beginners, intermediate, and advanced levels.

This set of books is well planned. Its
lessons proceed in an orderly way, advancing
step by step, while each book is complete in
itself. Thus it can be used for students who
are at different levels when they enroll.

This set of books is culturally oriented
and is intended to be practical, i. e. to train
the students' ability to communicate in Chi-
nese language in everyday life. It observes the
principle of proceeding from easy to difficult
and yet does not rigidly adhere to the lan-
guage structure. The content of the books in-
cludes everyday topics in spoken Chinese,
such as: food, clothing, shelter, transportation,
customs and habits, marriage and {amily, and

social history. The content is rich and varied,
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natural, and true to life. It combines a scien-
tific and practical approach with interesting
material.

Each of the three books is aimed at a dif-
ferent level. The first book is appropriate for
beginners. It contains the most necessary for
social communication and expression. After
finishing this book the student will have
learned basic everyday spoken Chinese.

The intermediate book is appropriate for
students who already possess preliminary
speaking skills. After finishing this book the
student will have greatly expanded his vocabu-
lary and his range of vocabulary will be
greater. He will also be able to communicate
more fluently with native Chinese speakers.

The abvanced book provides higher level
spoken Chinese for students who already
know quite a bit of spoken Chinese. It trains
them to use words and phrases correctly and
properly in a natural way. In addition, this

book provides more cultural background on
\ .



China. After finishing this book the student
will be able to communicate with native
speakers in many ways without much
difficulty.

The three books have basically the same
style and format. Each lesson includes words,
part of speech, text, and exercises. In the ”

9 . . . . 9
Words™ section it contains hanyu pinyin and

English translation. The texts in the interme-
diate book also have English translations. The
series does not include many explanations, but
is flexible, allowing the teacther to adapt the
book to the needs of his or her students.
Before the material was sent to the
publisher, we tested it in the classroom and
did some revision. But even though it has
been tested and revised a couple of times, we
are not able to guarantee that the books are
free of error. Comments and suggestions will

be warmly welcomed.

Author. 1993
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shixing implement
gaige reform
kaifang open to the out-

side world

zhéngee policy

fazhan develop

shéehui society

lishi history
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Keéwén
Bai wén bura yi jian

Dubian, xia ge yué wo yao qu Zhonggud xuéxi leo
Ni gang cong Zhonggud huilai, géi wo jieshao
jieshao nar de gingkuang hao ma?
Dangran kéyi, baguo, cong nar shuogi ne?
W6 shénme dou xiang zhidao. ‘
Na jiu xiangdao nar shuodao nar ba.Zhongud,
tade quan ming shi Zhonghua Rénmin Gonghé
Guo, shouda zai Béijing, mianji jiabai litshi wan
pingfang gongli. Ya, xiang shangké shide, zhén
bl hao yisi. '
Méi guanxi, zénmo shué wo dou ai ting.
Quan guod fenchéng sanshi yi gé shéng . shi,
zizhiqu. ,
Tingshuo Zhonggud you shi yi yi rénkou.
shi a, Zhonggué de rénkéu hén duo.Huang Heé,
Chang Jiang shi youmingde liang tido da hé.
Shijié zui gaode shanfeng yé zai Zhongguo, shi
ma? ‘
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Dubian:
Mucan:
Dubian:

Mucin:

Dubian.

Mucin:
Dubian:
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Dubian:

Mucin:

Dubidan:

Dui, Zhomulangma Feng jin zai Zhongguo de
Xizang.

Zhongguo tadi féiwo, wichan fengfu.

Ni hén liaojié Zhongguo ma.

Nar a? weile qu Zhongguo, gang kanle liang bén
sha.

Zhongguo shi yi gé lishi voujiade gudjia. Xianzai
shixing gaigé kaifang zhéngeé, jingji [azhan hén
kuai.

Wo qu Zhongguo badan xuéxi Hanyu, hdiyao
liaojié Zhongguo shehui | lishi hé wénhua.
Zhongguo de mingshéng gaji viding dui ni hén you
x1vinli.

W6 zudo meng dou xiang qu Changehéng ne.
Zhonggué rén  hén réqing. Ni  xiang liaojié
Zhongguo jiu yao duo rénshi ji ge Zhongguo
péngyou.

Xiexie.

Bié kéqi, bai wén buru vi jian, qu Béijing zhu yi-

liang nidn jia néng chéng yi ge zhongguotong le.
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