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Part I Read and Explore
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Passage C |

Lead-in Questions
with your classmates.

from your past failures?
3. What do you think is the proper attitude toward failure?

1. How much do you know about Harvard University? Share what you know

2. As the saying goes, “failure is the mother of success.” Have you ever benefited

The Benefits of Failure

Adapted from J. K. Rowling's’ commencement address
at the Annual Meeting of the Harvard Alumni Associationin 2008

OO0 OO OO OO OO OO OO OO0 OO OO0 OO OO0 OO O OO0O0O000

President Faust, members of the Harvard Corporation’ and the Board of
Overseers, members of the faculty, proud parents, and, above all, graduates:
The first thing | would like to say is “thank you.” Not only has Harvard given
me an extraordinary honor, but the weeks of fear and nausea I've experienced at
the thought of giving this commencement address have made me lose weight.
Actually, I have wracked my mind and heart for what | ought to say to you
today. | have asked myself what | wish | had known at my own graduation, and
what important lessons | have learned in the 21 years that has expired between
that day and this. On this wonderful day when we are gathered together to

¢ overseer n WL,
Ik

A nausea 7. R {H, B

A commencement 7
ek g Al
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Unit 1 Famous Universities

celebrate your academic success, | have decided to talk to you about the
benefits of failure. What | feared most for myself at your age was not poverty,
but failure.

I am not dull enough to suppose that because you are young, gifted and
well-educated, you have never known hardship or heartbreak. Talent and
intelligence never yet inoculated anyone against the caprice of the Fates.
However, the fact that you are graduating from Harvard suggests that you are
not very well-acquainted with failure. You might be driven by a fear of failure
quite as much as a desire for success.

Ultimately, we all have to decide for ourselves what constitutes failure,
but the world is quite eager to give you a set of criteria if you let it. So | think
it fair to say that by any conventional measure, a mere seven years after my
graduation day, | had failed on an epic scale. An exceptionally short-lived
marriage had imploded, and | was jobless — a lone parent and as poor as it is
possible to be in modern Britain, without being homeless. The fears my parents
had had for me, and that | had had for myself, had both come to pass, and by
every usual standard, | was the biggest failure | knew.

So why do | talk about the benefits
of failure? Simply because failure meant
a stripping away of the inessential. |
stopped pretending to myself that | was
anything other than what | was, and began
to direct all my energy into finishing the
only work that mattered to me. Had |
really succeeded at anything else, | might
never have found the determination to
succeed in the one arena | believed | truly
belonged. | was set free, because my
greatest fear had already been realized and

I was still alive, and | still had a daughter
whom | adored, and | had an old typewriter and a big idea. And so rock bottom
became the solid foundation on which I rebuilt my life.

You might never fail on the scale | did, but some failure in life is inevitable. It
is impossible to live without failing at something, unless you live so cautiously that
you might as well not have lived at all — in which case, you fail by default. Failure
gave me an inner security that | had never attained by passing examinations. Failure
taught me things about myself that | could have learned no other way. | discovered
that 1 had a strong will, and more discipline than | had suspected; | also found out
that | had friends whose value was truly above rubies.

The knowledge that you have emerged wiser and stronger from setbacks
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Unit 1 Famous Universities

means that you are, ever after, secure in your ability to survive. You will never
truly know yourself, or the strength of your relationships, until both have been

tested by adversity. Such knowledge is a true gift, for all that it is painfully won,  a adversity » R,

and it has been worth more to me than any qualification | ever earned. &R
I wish you all very good lives. Thank you very much.
(648 words)
Phrases and Expressions 7
above all Fh, LAE atthe thoughtof ~ —#ike
 other than : ART, BT setfree - fkad; B B
might as well K5, BRI, (#H) TR :
Proper Names ‘ ks
J. K. Rowling - JLKF# (XBXH#E)  Faust =  RRiiAs (A2)

1. J. K. Rowling: J. K. Rowling is a British author best known as the creator of the Harry
Potter fantasy series, the idea for which was conceived on a train trip from Manchester to
London in 1990. The Potter books have gained worldwide attention, won multiple awards,
sold more than 400 million copies and been the basis for a popular series of films, in which
Rowling had overall approval on the scripts as well as maintaining creative control by

serving as a producer on the final installment.

2. Harvard Corporation: The President and Fellows of Harvard College (also known as the Harvard
Corporation) is the more fundamental of Harvard University’s two governing boards. The other is the
Harvard Board of Overseers.

Content Awareness

1 Read the passage again and decide whether the following statements are true (T)
or false (F).

____ 1. The speaker felt that it was a light-hearted job to give a commencement address at the
graduation ceremony.

___ 2. She has been racking her brains for the content of the address.

____ 3. The Harvard graduates are so talented and intelligent that they have never known hardship or
heartbreak.

_____ 4. Seven years after graduation, the speaker underwent a total failure — being divorced, jobless,
homeless and poor.



