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INTRODUCTION

HOW TO TRAVEL

THROUGH TIME

Just over 100 years ago, H.G. Wells” wrote a book called The
Time Machine. The hero of the story told his friends that he had
discovered how to travel through time. He had built a wonderful
metal pod with lots of dials and instruments, which he used to travel
thousands of years into the future to see what the world would be like
then. He found that as well as a group of simple, fun—loving humans
who lived above ground, there was also a group of hairy people who
lived in underground tunnels—and they pinched his time machine !

Don’t
worry, we'll
bring it back
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INTRODUCTION HOW TO TRAVEL THROUGH TIME
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Scientists used to ¥ think that time travel like this was
impossible. But in 1970 an amazing discovery was made by
astronomers. They found that bits of a large star were being dragged
off by an unseen and unbelievably powerful force. They called it a
black hole. Black holes are the most terrifying things in the whole
universe. They are made when enormous stars die and they suck
everything nearby into them. They are so powerful that not even light
can escape! But black holes may be useful too. If you go through
one—and manage to escape being squashed? to death—you’ll be able
to travel through time.
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INTRODUCTION HOW TO TRAVEL THROUGH TIME
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To be a time traveller, you’ll need to be very brave. It will be
the most dangerous and terrifying journey you will ever make—and
you might not be able to get back! If you're determined to do it
despite all the risks, this book will tell you all about :

(D time and how to measure it

@ how to see things that happened millions of © years ago
@ the ways that people in the past tried to see into the future
@ how space and time are joined together

@ how black holes are made

{:D how to build a time machine
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CHAPTER ONE

.........................................................................

MAD WAYS OF

MEASURING TIME

Believe it or not, time hasn’t always existed! About 15 billion
years ago, there was a massive” explosion larger than anything you
can ever imagine. It was bigger than all the nuclear weapons in the
world going off? at once. That was when time began.

what shall ;ve call
this large explosion

...80
how about the
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CHAPTER ONE MAD WAYS OF MEASURING TIME

The unbelievable hot clouds of dust that shot out from the Big
Bang slowly turned into the stars and galaxies that make up our
universe. Some scientists think that the universe will shrink back
again to nothing in billions of years’ time, and then time will run

backwards until it stops.

| wish
I could make

‘ Yy W Taking your time

Humans use time to measure how long something takes to

happen. You probably don’t think about it, but you use time all the
time. It marks out important things like when you are born and when
you die, and everyday things like when you have to wake up and

when you go to school.
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