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]%ﬁ Preface to The History, Geography and

Humanities of Taiwanese Tea

For centuries, human beings have enjoyed the taste of tea for health
and recreation reasons. Starting from ancient China, from whence the name
[tei] for the drink originated, tea was later popularized by the Chinese
speaking community to the world. The history of tea in China and Taiwan
is long and complex .And yet, in recent years Taiwanese tea has gained
local and international recognition due to new varieties and exquisite
flavors produced by new techniques of tea growing on the island. The
publication of The History, Geography and Humanities of Taiwanese Tea,
written by Mr. Liao Jong-jiunn, is a testament to the legacy, success, and
modernization of Taiwanese tea - a must have for tea lovers who want to
appreciate the history and evolution of tea.

I have known Mr. Liao Jong-jiunn since 1973, when I was a professor of
the Department of English, National Taiwan Normal University (NTNU),
with a concurrent position as the director of the Mandarin Training Center
(MTC) of the university. Mr. Liao, who was then a young college student,
escorted a prospective American student from Harvard University, Tom
Greiff, to see me about applying for admission to MTC. Mr. Greiff was the

recipient of a Rotary International scholarship. With Mr. Liao’s
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recommendation, Mr. Greiff was admitted and succeeded in his learning of
Mandarin Chinese later on.

Upon graduation from graduate school, Mr. Liao was appointed as a
Congressional assistant for liaison services at the Legislative Yuan. Thus he was
responsible for escorting legislator groups on overseas trips to visit educational
institutions, including Harvard University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Columbia University, UC Berkeley, and Stanford University, among others. As
I was recruited from National Taiwan Normal University to serve as the
cultural attaché and director of the Cultural Division of the “Taipei
Economic and Cultural Representative Office (TECRO)” in Washington,
D.C., I had thus opportunities to help coordinate the visits organized by Mr.
Liao. Years later, Mr. Liao is now a colleague of mine at Shih Hsin
University.

Mr. Liao has been enthusiastic in research and teaching. He has written
and published several books, focusing on social and political evolution in local
Taiwan. Among his many titles are Taiwan's Local Political Factions, The
Origin of the Names of Taiwan's Counties and Villages, and The Cherished
Old and Sacred Trees of Taiwan. His latest publication -- The History,
Geography and Humanities of Taiwanese Tea -- was completed late last year.
It focuses on introducing top-quality Taiwanese teas such as Dong-ding
Oolong Tea and Wen-shan Paochong Tea. The book includes also a special

section on celebrities who contributed to the development and promotion



of premium Taiwanese teas in past centuries, including John Dodd, James
Davidson, Hsieh Tung-min (former Governor of Taiwan), WU Chen-tuo, Li
Rui-he, Ruan Yi-ming, Tsai Rong-chang, and Chang Hung-yung.

This book is thoroughly researched and contains many references. The
lucid writing style of Mr. Liao Jong-jiunn also makes this one of the most
readable culturally-oriented works on Taiwan teas. I am thus delighted to

write this introduction on his behalf.

Chen-Ching Li, Ph.D.
Professor

Shih Hsin University
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