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GENERAL PREFACE

There are numerous historic and cultural cities and towns on the vast territory of this Divine Land; they are the
cultural crystallization of the long history of the Chinese Nation. Since 1982 the State has nominated 101 historic and
cultural cities in successive 4 groups, and in 2003 it again nominated 10 historic cultural towns for the first time; now
a great number of towns are enthusiastically applying for the nomination, which explains that the State has raise the
protection of historic towns to a new high, and also reflects that people have got a common view on protecting
heritages.Just as famous cities, famous historic towns are also provided with relatively high cultural, scientific and
artistic value, and carry the excellent tradition of varied regions and nationalities. Quite a few famous towns have
fortunately preserved much more cultural remains with distinctive special features, which are indeed precious.Our
country has a vast territory and a great many cities and towns, and the protection and rational development of historic
and cultural towns are well under way without signs of decline. The aim of our editing and publishing of this Series
Picture Albums of China's Famous Historic and Cultural Towns is that we would like, through introducing the histori-
cal and cultural essence of these famous towns and protecting the efforts made for carrying forward traditional culture,
to intensify the strength of the billows and waves in protecting the famous towns.

Ruan Yisan
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THE FAMOUS TOWNSHIP OF MUDU

Mudu Township is sited southwest of Suzhou, on the shore of Taihu Lake. There are rivers crisscrossing in the town, with the

Xujiang River and the Xiangxi Brook meeting inside it; there are also well-known hills standing as screens around it, so the

Qing Dynasty poem depicted it, which has indeed described fully both the geographical advantage and scenic charm of Mudu

that rank first in Suzhou region by its leaning against hills and lying beside streams.

Mudu the ancient town has the same age as Suzhou. In the late Spring and Autumn Period over 2500 years ago, Fu Chai the

King of State Wu was building Guanwa palaces here, and he gathered materials here for three years, with the "logs rafted here

blocking the waterways", hence the
the period of the Three Kingdoms, Mudu
shape , and Lu Xun the famed general
administrative system started in the
Ming Dynasty it became one of the six
eleventh year under the reign of Emperor
Wauxian County was also stationed here.
mercial port on the waterway leading

name of Mudu (log filled rivers). In
had its market places coming into
of Kingdom once lived at here. The
Northern Song Dynasty, and in the
major towns of the Wu County. In the
Qianlong (1746), the magistrate of
Mudu had become the largest com-
from Suzhou to Lake Taihu. After the
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founding of the PRC, Mudu Township was under the jurisdiction of Wu County, and now it is under the jurisdiction of Wuzhong
District, Suzhou City.

Mudu is of a unique pattern, the Xujuang River and the Xiangxi Brook, flow into the town from southwest and northwest sides
respectively, converge under the Xieqiao Bridge in the center of the town to form a "Y" letter shape, the family houses are also
built windingly along the rivers to form the whole town's layout into a "Y" letter pattern. Inside the ancient town, the rivers and
roads are alternating with each other and parallel to each other, with the civilian houses and shops either built along the rivers
or having their wharves on the waters; the rows upon rows of orderly traditional buildings in the ancient blocks of Shantang
(Hill Embankment) Street, South Street, and Xiashatang Lane are dotted higher and lower amidst the stone bridges and water
wharves, which, in ingenious combination with streets, rivers, houses and bridges, forms an architectural landscape with the
features of a typical water -land south of the Yangtze River.

Richly endowed by nature and close to Suzhou geographically, Mudu has long been a good place for retired bureaucrats, rich
merchants and men of letters to build their mansions, gardens for their retirement and life in leisure rest. By the end of the Qing
Dynasty, there had been over 30 mansions and gardens within the territory, and the place was reputed as a "town of gardens";
at present, there are 6 of them such as the Former Residence of Cai Shaoyu (the Ancient Pine Garden), the Former Residence
of Feng Guifen (the Mansion of Bangyan) and so on open to public after being renovated.

Mudu is a place where talents are gathered, it is made to have a strong cultural tradition; from the Song to Qing dynasties there
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had been over 20 successful scholars in the highest imperial examination and 27
successful candidates in the imperial examination at the provincial level coming to
the fore from this place. Celebrities such as Fan Zhongyan, Yang Ji, Shen Degian,
Bi Yuan and others were either born to the land or took abode in the town; they not
only added glory to Mudu, but also attracted numerous famous personages and
poets to come in continuous crowds. The emperors Kangxi and Qianlong of the
Qing Dynasty stayed temporarily here more than once, which has become a much-

toid tale historical tale spreading in Mudu.

Mudu has also quite a few varieties of traditional arts and crafts products, its silk embroidery articles, pure clay shale ink slabs,

Golden Hill stone sculptures, red sandalwood carvings, etc. have long enjoyed reputation and been well-known far and wide.

Being rich in products, Mudu has had the reputation of "treasure bowl" in Wu region éver since. With delicious dishes enjoying

fame all over the land, here you can taste to your heart's content various water-land delicacies and fresh water aquatic foods

from Taihu Lake.

Over recent years, the Town Government has done a lot of fruitful work in protecting the ancient town's cultural heritages; it

has, under the prerequisite of ensuring the original authenticity of the heritages, launched the large-scale comprehensive ad-

ministration of the environment and the repair and renovation of the ancient buildings.
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THE STYLE AND FEATURES
OF THE ANCIENT TOWN
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Water dividing under the Xiegiao Bridge.
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Standing on the embankment along

the Xujiang River opposite the
Xiegiao Brid
warning mark to super

f u Lake

@ River is directly connected

with Taihu Lake
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WATER DIVIDING UNDER
THE XIEQIAO BRIDGE
Located at the southern terminal of Shantang Street
The Xujiang River flowing from Taihu Lake and the
Xiangxi Brook meet under the bridge: the water of the
Xujiang River coming from Taihu Lake is dirty and
swift, while the water from the Xiangxi Brook coming
northward from the foot of Lingvan Hill is clear and
gentle; the waters of the two tributaries form a water
dividing marvelous spectacle, which constitutes one

of the scenic views of Mudu

fi k3 Stone Dragon Head.
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NG (HILL EMBANKMENT) STREE
Starting from Bridge of Cais' in the east to the foot of
Lingvan Hill in the west, it is 806 meters long along
the Xiangxi Brook. Being once the imperial path in the
Qing Dynasty, it has a number of former residences of
notables of past dynasties and private gardens on its
northern side, which extend several li with fairly well

preserved traditional architectural style and features
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WA NE  Residential house on riverbank.




thi#ik A corner of Shantang Street.
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A Lane Leading to Waterside
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A water Lane.
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A WATER LANE
In the water-land south of the Yangtze
River, houses are mostly built with
their back to a river; in order to make
it convenient for people living on
opposite side to fetch water and for
people 1o get on/off boats, there are
narrow lanes or water wharfs built
between houses, which are popularly

called "water lanes",

il i it

A meandering river
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ﬂl 1%: ﬂ% Ha SETTING SUN OVER RAINBOW BRIDGE

T P e % -F B Located in the central section of Shantang Street, it spans
B § 2 1,5 L 4 1 I over the Xiangxi Brook. Whenever the sun sets in the west,
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lﬂ\ %M I f ?‘ 4 ; G the Xiangxi Brook presents a magnificent scene. The bridge
— % Bife b z

? #T M T was built in the Song Dynasty. and renovated in the years

g gk .
KK, HEAXERESL under the reign of Emperor Daoguang of the Qing Dynasty

the setting sun’s aligning with the Rainbow Bridge over

ll‘ mm},ﬁﬂ Setting Sun over Rmubzm Bridge.



