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Abstract

There was a rapid development of agriculture in Beijing,
promoted by the relevant policies since the foundation of the new
China. Certainly, different stances like the lows and waves hap-
pened at that time, and the foundation of stance must have a
close relationship with the agricultural policies.

We can conclude that the Beijing agricultural policy can be
divided into four stages: the period of land reform and agricul-
tural production recovery (1949—1952), the period of socialist
transformation and agricultural stable development (1953—
1957), the period of the People’s Commune and agricultural low
speeding development (1958—1978), the period of the family —
contract responsibility system and balance urban and rural devel-
opment (1979-—2010) . Different characteristics were showed in
every stage. Overall, however, the difference between Beijing
and other cities were not distinct before the Reform and Open,
when farming was always developed with supporting the industry
and the urban need. But with Reform and Open developing grad-
ually in depth, the agricultural character of Beijing was increas-
ingly prominent as the capital.

Before the Reform and Open, the government made the pol-
icy around the strategic objective of “the rural area guarantee the
city supply” . That is to say, from a perspective of consolidating
power stability and ensuring food security, we always develop
the supply of non-staple foods on the premise that we can ensure
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the solution to basic food and clothing problem. The relevant pol-
icy is just to make sure the basic condition of people’s living
need, so that the core of the agriculture is how to ensure the
yield-increase. The policy has a close correlation to promote the
collectivization and to improve the agricultural technology. The
objective was basically attained in the 1970s, of which the sym-
bol was the accomplishment of the large-scale irrigation and wa-
ter conservancy project and the solution to food problem.

In the 1980s, with the overall developing economy after the
Reform and Open, the food production had taken a back seat,
which was replaced by the shopping basket program that guaran-
tees the supply of the vegetables. But with the planting area mov-
ing from the suburbs to the outer ones, the form of the national
market promotes the development of agricultural product circula-
tion market. Agricultural production has completely got rid of the
state of self sufficiency, and market-oriented development made
the paths to get the production and living materials increasingly
diversified. The citizens have no longer concerned the food suffi-
ciency as the most primary problem but the quality of environ-
ment, ecology and food. They began to pursue travelling and
leisure with the material culture increasing day by day. The poli-
cy of Beijing is to make sure the balance between urban and rural
development and the development of urban farming. The evolu-
tional direction is to promote the development of agricultural
modernization. The transition of the residents” need has made ag-
ricultural function radical change.

There were great changes in the production condition, ma-
terial foundation and production technology in Beijing agriculture
through the adjustment of policies in these sixty years. With the
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cultivated land reducing, the development still retained in a high
speed. Shown in detail; the total output value keeps increasing,
though the proportion gradually decreased; the production in-
creased rapidly, which has a fall in these years; the production
condition improves dramatically, and the effect of irrigation is
obvious; the revenue of the farmers rises substantially, but the
agricultural labor force decreases.

Viewed from the total changing trend, Beijing has played a
very important role in answering the government’s call and pro-
moting agriculture development. Before the Reform and Open,
the character that policy should serve for the politic was very ob-
vious. During the Great Cultural Revolution, despite the devel-
opment of agricultural construction, the progress of agricultural
production was always slow. After the Reform and Open, the
government adjusted the important policies and achieved remark-
able results especially in scale operation and urban characteristic
agriculture. The main trend of the policies will be around develo-
ping urban agriculture, valley economy and scale operation in
the future.

Keywords: Beijing; agricultural policy; land reform; scale

operation; urban agriculture
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