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The Future Direction of the Japanese Economy and

Asian Cooperation after the Great Earthquake and Tsunami

Masahisa Fujita(Member of the Japan Academy)

Abstract: The massive earthquake that hit eastern and northeastern
Japan on March 11, 2011, brought on complex mega-disasters involving
the great tsunami, the grave accident at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear
Power Plant, the nationwide power shortage, and the disruption of
supply chains in the manufacturing industries. From the viewpoint of
spatial economics, this report examines the economic impact of the Great
East Japan Earthquake and discusses the reconstruction policy while
focusing on how to rebuild Asian-wide supply chains that are more
resilient to various kinds of mega-disasters.

Key words: great disaster; supply-chain; spatial economic perspective
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