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Trance hypnotizes and entertains
(RBLT) ki 5 | SRS SR

ISiE()) From VOA, April 2013
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Simon, an art auctioneer, played by James McAvoy, risks his life to hide a Goya

painting from a gang. Franck, the gang leader, hits Simon on the head and Simon loses
his memory from the blow. But Franck does not believe Simon suffers from amnesia and
tortures him to make him talk. Gradually, he realizes that Simon is telling the truth and
takes him to a hypnotist to help him remember. The hypnotist is the seductive Elizabeth
Lamb, played by Rosario Dawson.

In the beginning, the characters and their connection to each other appear
straightforward. Simon is the victim, Elizabeth his advocate and Franck the villain. But

Danny Boyle says there is nothing formulaic about Trance. “From every character’s
costumes, the sound, the music, the locations, the style of the filmmaking, everything is
there to seduce you, as though you are sitting in the chair about to be hypnotized. There
might be more than one story you should listen to here. And the delight of the film is who to
trust.”

Trance resembles Inception, which came out in 2010. But in Christopher Nolan’s

blockbuster, the main characters build subconscious worlds for corporate espionage. “It’s
a lovely multi-layered sweet box, really which is all designed to lure you in and then, you
have to contribute to the puzzle of the film.”

Boyle likens Trance to a film noir where the central character is a mysterious, alluring

woman and there is no clear villain or hero. It mesmerizes and entertains.

auctioneer n. £
amnesia n. %175

hypnotist n. #

blockbuster n. X K&
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1. Simon is the victim, Elizabeth his advocate and Franck the villain.

advocate ZESL AN ERE, For “HipE, 218F, XIFHE", HIW:She is a passionate
advocate of education reform. ( iR —ZH B R ENAERIPE. ) AIERHHARKEICIZ
BYMERR)F, FTIY advocate ZERLANTT IABEF D “HIRIE".

2. There might be more than one story you should listen to here. And the delight of...to trust.

X—aEFE—TEEFMERE, 4% one F story B2 Ak iE one, BIERZAILE
TEHEN—NMEE, [FHE delight HERRHILAA S THHFRMGBENEE, XBERZA &R
KRB

3. It's a lovely multi-layered sweet box...you have to contribute to the puzzle of the film.

contribute to # FAMNEER “MHTT#ER”, $HI40.The three sons also contribute to the family
business. (X 3 MNLFth A REFLHEE T F#R. ) 114 contribute to N AREARE B H#TT
R, AXFiE BN, BUXEERFNEREAZRE—HNEERIFEBERTREA.

4. Boyle likens Trance to a film nair...is no clear villain or hero.

noir T IR RAZERBREENREHF. BEXFRL, nor B—/MEIERIE, BA “RE”7,
film noir i8R BB EREEKATRF .

sy

xm~%2ﬁmmi% mﬁ@% ERKPTHE, ﬁgﬁi F%M—Amﬁﬁﬁﬂi
WA —ME AR i, BT RXANHKEO R, Feii TESRACKEBER R FE12. HRH2TE
AHRERRANRILT, TRAWTEMERTO. &5, hATRRBIARART, it
FEMIREAEUFBMIKE L2, XMERKITRUR h 75 E R - EHRBENE D RRF S
SRR A5N

BRI, RAMARBULIC R AR A BT —E TR, AZRZES, (P Et
ROPERE, FhTENREAR. HEFHE - M/REXIHAR (KLO) WEM. “NTa fAtaiEs.
ST . B%. ARNERAEKRE, X—UN—IERAERSIR, KRB, BIFHRIREALE
BT L BZAEIR. (RAEX BT BIR AT REA L — MRAIIBCE, TR S A SRR IER X1
IRBBFAE "

CRL)) AR 2010 5 BB (BEF2sA] ) (BRTETEREHEH - 20ARH (EB2M) th,
EMNTAREA Sk FIERFROELH R, “XRE—MBANZERRE, OB AR
A, RIFREBLEFNRITERIRZIH LT E.”

TPRAE (RLD) LefER GRS, Hr R AR it &, RS SR SR A1
R TR S | A E B

@ Which statement is not true?

A. Franck, the gang leader, hits Simon on the head and Simon loses his memory from the blow.

B. Gradually, Franck realizes that Simon is telling the lie and takes him to a hypnotist to help him
remember.

C. Trance resembles Inception, which came out in 2010

D. The characters in Trance have fractured memories and broken personalities.
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The Impossible revisits devastating

2004 tsunami
UBEREN Y 224200455 108 3 21 AT

H=3: From VOA, December 2012

e H(REES®) RHM T 2004550 B F HA
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Juan Antonio Bayona’s cinematic rendition of the gargantuan wave crushing everything

in its path is neither entertaining nor escapist . It’s a reminder of that horrific moment in 2004,
the day after Christmas, when the Indian Ocean tsunami snuffed the life out of hundreds of
thousands of innocent victims.

The film focuses on the real story of an upper class family of five that faces nature’swrath.

Gut-wrenching performances by Naomi Watts and Ewan McGregor as the traumatized
parents, as well as by up-and-coming Tom Holland as Lucas, help us connect with the victims.
Bayona and his special effects crew recreated the event showing the devastation from the
perspective of the victims. The film evokes the chaos in the makeshift hospitals, the desperate
search for family members and death. But it also reminds us of the kindness of people in a crisis
of huge proportions.

No matter how well done, a film cannot replicate the pain and sorrow of those who lost their
loved ones. Eight years later, Murizal Hamzah, a freelance journalist who lived in Banda Aceh
at the time remembers the day; he is still in mourning for his sister. “On average, most people in
Banda Aceh lost at least one member of their family in that disaster. When the tsunami hit my
place, my sister and I were separated. I went to an empty house and she run the other way with
some friends. ”

Many have criticized the film’s focus on an upper class European family while hundreds of
thousands of Asians perished.

rendition n. &% wrath
gargantuan adj. s traiimiatiz

escapist aqj. PEEEIN S up-and-c
snuff v. ZFE devastation n. 8K
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