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About the Aulhor

Conan Doyle, Sir Arthur was born on May 11, 1859
Edinburgh, Scotland. Despite being raised in an Irish-Catholic
household, Conan Doyle emerged an agnostic. He studied
medicine at the University of Edinburgh between 1876 and 1881
and opened a private practice in Portsmouth. Business was slow,
however, and he began writing short stories to fill his time.

In 1887, Conan Doyle’ s first significant work, A Study in
Scarlet, was published in Beeton’ s Christmas Annual. The story
introduced his hero, detective Sherlock Holmes, who later became
very famous.

After The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes was serialized in
Strand Magazine, the author tired of his popular creation, and tried
to kill off his hero in The Final Problem, but was compelled in
1903 to revive him, in response to Holmes’ enthusiastic fans. In
all, Holmes appeared in 56 of Conan Doyle’ s short stories and
four of his novels. Other works include science fiction stories,
historical novels, plays, romances, poetry and so on.

Many of the Sherlock Holmes stories have been translated into
other languages and have been made even more popular in plays,
movies and TV.

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle died in 1930 at the age of

“séventy-one. But each day, the number of his readers increases, as
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It was pleasant to Dr. Watson to be in the untidy room of the first
floor in Baker Street, and he and Holmes have started so many adven-
tures right from here. He looked around. Finally, his eyes came to the
smiling face of Billy, who was a young but very wise boy.

“It all seems unchanged, Billy. You don’ t change, either. I hope
he is the same?”

Billy glanced at the closed door of the bedroom.

“I think he’s in bed and asleep,” he said.

It was seven in the evening of a lovely summer’ s day, but Dr.
Watson was very familiar with his old friend’ s habit and felt no sur-
prise at the idea.

“He is handling a case, I think?”

“Yes, sir, he is very hard at it just now. I’ m worried about his
health. He gets paler and thinner, and he eats nothing. ‘When will you
eat, Mr. Holmes?’ Mrs. Hudson asked. ‘Seven-thirty, the day after to-
morrow,  said he. You know his way when he is keen on a case.”

“Yes, Billy, I know.”

“He’ s following someone. Yesterday he was out pretending as a
workman looking for a job. Today he was an old woman. I could hard-

ly recognize him. I know his ways by now.” Billy pointed to an um-
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brella which leaned against the sofa. “That’s part of the old woman’s
outfit,” he said.

“But what is it all about, Billy?”

Billy sank his voice, as one who discusses great secrets of State.
“I don’ t mind telling you, sir, but it should go no further. It s this case
of the Crown diamond.”

“What — the hundred-thousand-pound burglary?”

“Yes, sir. They must get it back, sir. The Prime Minister and the
Home Secretary came to visit Mr. Holmes the other day. He soon put
them at their ease and promised he would do all he could. Then there
is Lord Cantlemere —"

“AR1”

“Yes, sir, you know what that means. He’s a living corpse®, sir, if
I may say so. I can get along with the Prime Minister, and I’ ve nothing
against the Home Secretary, who was polite and easy-going, but I can’ t
stand this Lord Cantlemere. Neither can Mr. Holmes, sir. You see, he
doesn’ t believe in Mr. Holmes and he did not want to hire him. He
would rather that he failed.”

“And Mr. Holmes knows it?”

“Mr. Holmes always knows everything.”

“Well, we’ 11 hope he won’ t fail and that
Lord Cantlemere will be disappointed. But I
say, Billy, what is that curtain for across the

window?”

“Mr. Holmes had it put up there three days ago. We’ ve got some-
thing funny behind it.”

Billy walked there and drew away the curtain.

Dr. Watson cried in amazement. There was a facsimile® of his old
friend, dressed in sleeping-gown and all, the face turned towards the
window and downward, as though reading a book, while the body was
sunk deeply in an armchair. Billy took off the head and held it in the

air.
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