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Preface

As a number of analysts see it, the twenty-first
century actually began on September 11, 2001,
when the terrorist attacks destroyed the World
Trade Center, damaged the Pentagon, and killed
almost 3,000 people. This assertion is reasonable
because this tragic event changed the way most of
us look at just about everything, shaking our cer-
tainty about the present and challenging our opti-
mism about the future.

At the same time, September 11th also
renewed our sense of community, reminding us
that we are all linked to those around us. In addi-
tion, we were prompted to rethink some of our
assumptions, realizing, for example, that the work
of firefighters is often far more important than
that of corporate executives, especially in light of
the recent Enron, WorldCom, and other large
companies’ accounting scandals.

In short, those who live in this new century are
likely to display a renewed attention to the society
around them. Indeed, change and, especially,
crisis always encourages the use of the sociolog-
ical perspective.

We hope this new edition of Seeing Ourselves
can play a small part in-the important work of
examining the society around us. This revision
presents the very best of sociological thought,
from the work of the discipline’s pioneers to the
men and women who are doing today’s cutting-
edge research. The selections explore both U.S.
society as well as global trends. This reader pro-
vides excellent material for a wide range of
courses, including introductory sociology, social
problems, cultural anthropology, social theory,
social stratification, American studies, women’s
studies, and marriage and the family.

THE THREE C'S: CLASSIC,
CONTEMPORARY, AND CROSS-
CULTURAL

Since its introduction a decade ago, Seeing Our-
selves has been the most popular reader in the dis-
cipline. The new, sixth edition offers seventy-seven
selections that represent the breadth and depth of
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sociology. Seeing Qurselves is not only the most
extensive anthology available, it is the only one that
systematically weaves together three kinds of selec-
tions. For each general topic typically covered in a
sociology course, three types of articles are
included: classic, contemporary, and cross-cultural.

Classic articles—thirty in all—are sociological
statements of recognized importance and lasting
significance. Included here are the ideas of soci-
ology’s founders and shakers—including Emile
Durkheim, Karl Marx, Max Weber, Georg Simmel,
Ferdinand Tonnies, as well as Margaret Mead, W.
E. B. Du Bois, Louis Wirth, George Herbert Mead,
Thomas Robert Malthus, and Charles Horton
Cooley. Also found here are more recent contribu-
tions by Alfred Kinsey, Jessie Bernard, Robert
Merton, Erving Goffman, Peter Berger, Kingsley
Davis and Wilbert Moore, C. Wright Mills, Talcott
Parsons, and Leslie White.

We recognize that not everyone will agree
about precisely which selections warrant the term
“classic.” We hope, however, that instructors will
be pleased to see the work of so many outstanding
men and women—carefully edited with under-
graduate students in mind—available in a single,
affordable source.

Twenty-four contemporary selections focus on
current sociological issues, controversies, and
applications. These articles show sociologists at
work and demonstrate the importance of ongoing
research. They make for stimulating reading and
offer thought-provoking insights about ourselves
and the surrounding world. Among the contem-
porary selections in Seeing Ourselves are Earl
Babbie explaining the importance of sociological
research, Becky Thompson on our cultural obses-
sion with thinness, Deborah Tannen on how men
and women (mis)communicate, George Ritzer on
McDonaldization and jobs, David Rosenhan on
diagnosing mental illness, Andrew Hacker on pat-
terns of inequality in the United States, Nijole
Benokraitis on subtle patterns of gender discrim-
ination, Patricia Hill Collins on black women’s
oppression, Karen Brodkin Sacks on the social
construction of race, William Julius Wilson

describing the rising desperation of some inner-
city residents, Lester Brown’s survey of the state
of the world’s environment, David Myers on the
state of U.S. society, and Kathryn Sikkink ana-
lyzing the September 1 1th attacks.

The twenty-three cross-cultural selections
offer sociological insights about the striking cul-
tural diversity of the United States and the larger
world. Included are well-known works such as
“The Nacirema” by Horace Miner, “India’s
Sacred Cow” by Marvin Harris, “The Amish: A
Small Society” by John Hostetler, J. M. Carrier’s
“Homosexual Behavior in Cross-Cultural Per-
spective,” and Elijah Anderson’s “The Code of
the Streets.” Other articles focus on how
Japanese and U.S. business people behave
according to different sets of rules, how mate
selection differs around the world, the ways in
which global inequality benefits rich countries
including the United States, the practice of
female genital mutilation, global population
increase, and, tracking the great cultural variation
in our own society, a survey of health of Native
Americans as well as an analysis of job hunting
by minority youth in New York City. In short,
cross-cultural selections stimulate critical
thinking about social diversity in North America
as well as broaden students’ understanding of
other cultures.

ORGANIZATION OF THE READER

This reader parallels the chapter sequence
common to textbooks used in introductory soci-
ology. Instructors can easily and effectively use
these articles in a host of other courses, just as
teachers can assign articles in whatever order they
wish. For each of the twenty-three general topics,
a cluster of three or four articles is presented,
including at least one classic, at least one contem-
porary, and at least one cross-cultural selection.
The expansive coverage of these seventy-seven
articles ensures that instructors can choose read-
ings well suited to their own classes.



The first two groupings of articles describe the
distinctive sociological perspective, bring to life
the promise and pitfalls of sociological research,
and demonstrate the discipline’s applications to a
variety of issues. The selections that follow focus
on key concepts: culture, society, socialization,
social interaction, groups and organizations,
deviance, and human sexuality. The focus then
turns to various dimensions of social inequality,
with attention to class, gender, race and ethnicity,
and aging. The major social institutions are
covered next, including the economy and work;
politics, government, and the military; family;
religion; education; and health and medicine. The
final sets of articles explore dimensions of global
transformation—including population growth,
urbanization, the natural environment, social
movements, and social change.

A NOTE ON LANGUAGE

All readings are presented in their original form;
the editors have not altered any author’s lan-
guage. Readers should be aware that some of the
older selections—especially the classics—use
male pronouns rather than more contemporary
gender-neutral terminology and one article
employs the term “Negro.” We have not changed
the language in any article, wishing not to violate
the historical authenticity of any document. That
said, we urge faculty and students, with the orig-
inal articles in hand, to consider the significance

of changing language in their analysis of the

author’s ideas.

TEACHING FEATURES

This reader has two features that enhance the
learning of students. First, a brief introduction,
preceding each selection, presents the essential
argument and highlights important issues to keep
in mind while completing the reading. Second,
each article is followed by three or four “Critical-
Thinking Questions,” which develop the signifi-
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cance of the reading, help students evaluate their
own learning, and stimulate class discussion.

INTERNET SITES

Readers are also invited to visit our sociology
Web sites. At http:/www.prenhall.com/
macionis students will find online study guides
for the Macionis introductory texts (Sociology
and Society: The Basics), including discussion
topics, test questions, and Internet links. In addi-
tion, http://www.TheSociologyPage.com (or
http://www.macionis.com) provides informa-
tion about the field of sociology, biographies of
key sociologists, recent news of interest to soci-
ologists, and more than fifty links to worthwhile
Internet sites.

Also, http:/www.prenhall.com/benokraitis
offers more than 400 “hot links” to topics such as
theory, sociological research, culture, socializa-
tion, interaction and communication, sexuality,
race and ethnicity, gender roles, aging, work, mar-
riage and the family, health, and social change.

INSTRUCTOR’S MANUAL WITH TEST
QUESTIONS

Prentice Hall also supports Seeing Ourselves with
an Instructor’s Manual, prepared by Leda A.
Thompson. For each selection, the Instructor’s
Manual provides a summary of the article’s argu-
ments and conclusions, eight multiple-choice
questions (with answers), and several essay ques-
tions. The multiple-choice questions are also
available on computer disk for users of IBM and
Macintosh personal computers.

CHANGES TO THE SIXTH EDITION

We are grateful to our colleagues at hundreds of
colleges and universities who have made Seeing
Ourselves a part of their courses. Energized by
this unparalleled reception, the editors have now
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produced an even stronger edition. Here are the
key changes:

1. Fifteen new articles, of a total of seventy-
seven, appear in the sixth edition. We have made
no changes to the classic selections, which, after
all, are selected to stand up well over time. There
are nine new ‘‘contemporary” selections,
including John B. Horrigan, “How the Internet
Nurtures Long-Distance Relationships and Local
Ties,” Karen Brodkin Sacks, “How Did Jews
Become White Folks?”’; Kathryn Sikkink, “Under-
standing the September 11 Attacks: A Human
Rights Approach”; Kimon Howland Sargeant,
“Seeker Churches: Promoting Traditional Reli-
gion in a Nontraditional Way”; John J. Macionis
and Vincent N. Parrillo, “Urban Sprawl: The For-
mation of Edge Cities”; Christopher Flavin, “Rich
Planet, Poor Planet: Global Environment and
Poverty in 2001”; David G. Myers, “The Amer-
ican Paradox: Spiritual Hunger in an Age of
Plenty”; Becky W. Thompson, *“Cultural Obses-
sions with Thinness: African American, Latina
and White Women”’; and Jean Kilbourne, “Social-
ization and the Power of Advertising.”

In addition, this sixth edition offers six new
cross-cultural selections, enriching the anthology’s
multicultural and global content. The new selec-
tions in this category are Daina Stukels Eglitis,
“The Uses of Global Poverty: How Economic
Inequality Benefits the West”; Save the Children,
“Mothers and Children in the World Today”;
Jennie R. Joe, “Out of Harmony: Health Problems
and Young Native American Men”; Katherine S.
Newman, “Getting a Job in Harlem: Experiences
of African American, Puerto Rican, and
Dominican Youth”; Adrian Karatnycky, “Freedom
in the World: A Global Survey”; and Soraya
Altorki, “Arab Women in the Field.”

2. A continued emphasis on diversity. In
Seeing Ourselves, “diversity” involves three
important objectives. First is global content. The
editors have worked hard to include in this col-
lection the work of sociologists from around the
world. Twenty-four of the selections in this

edition deal primarily with social patterns beyond
the borders of the United States. Second, “diver-
sity” refers to multicultural issues. The selections
in this edition of Seeing Ourselves highlight the
lives of African Americans, Asian Americans,
Latinos, American Indians and other native
peoples, as well as women and men, and people
from all class backgrounds. This anthology, in
short, brings to the center the lives of people often
pushed to the margins of society. Third, “diver-
sity” means presenting to students arguments
from different points of view. Using this reader,
students will grapple with important issues and
debates reflecting various positions on the polit-
ical spectrum.

As in the past, we invite faculty and students to
share their thoughts and reactions to this reader.
Write to John Macionis at the Department of
Sociology, Palme House, Kenyon College,
Gambier, Ohio 43022:9623 and to Nijole
Benokraitis at the Department of Sociology, Uni-
versity of Baltimore, 1420 North Charles Street,

Baltimore, Maryland 21201-5779. E-mail
addresses are macionis@kenyon.edu and nbeno
kraitis@ubmail.ubalt.edu.
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Mary’s College; Barry Perlman, Community
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& M University; Salvador Rivera, State University
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We dedicate this edition of Seeing Ourselves to
students—yours and ours. Their insights, probing
questions, and astute observations about society
enliven class discussions and enrich our teaching
lives immeasurably.
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