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Having long enjoyed a good reputation at home and abroad, the time — honored Hunan Med-
ical university is currintly one of the 11 medical universities under the state Ministry of Health. It
grew out of Xiangya medical University which was established 1914 as the product of cultural
exchange and cooperation betweem China and the United States. Sun Yet —sen in the meantime
wrote a dedication” Accomplishing study for the Purpose of Applicalion” to encourage its stu-
dents. Mao Zedong once worked in the university as editor — in — chief of the weekly“New Hunan.
“The university is well known for its rigorous medical education. It is the cradle of a great number
of world-famous medical specialists, such as Tang Feifan, Zhang Xiaoqgian, Xie Shaowen and Li
Zhenpian. Its extraordinary achievements in medical studies and practice once brought it great
fame: "As Xiehe is the best in north China, so Xiangya is the best in the south™.

Since the birth of the People” s Republic of China in 1949, the university has taken even
greater strides forward. The current campus covers a land of 1, 200 mu and the total floor space
exceeds 650, 000 m*. Its fixed assets amount to one billion yuan (RMB) . The university offers
bachelor degrees in nine medical subjects: clinical medicine, preventive medicine, medical
laboratory, medical informatics, anesthetics, psychiatry and mental health, stomatology, nursing
and pharmacology. It consists of seven colleges and 12 teaching hospitals. Admission is open to
applicants all over China. There are over 8, 300 registered students. including undergraduates,
graduate students and continuing education students. There are 6, 714 staff members; over 1, 000
of them hold senior academic titles.

Hunan Medical University provides excellent teaching. Theory is well combined with practice
to develop the competence required of medical professionals. Students of the university have come
out on top on a number of national medical tests. Graduates of the university are in great demand
on the job market.

The university is also always prepared to meet new research challenges of the world and of the
times. It has one WHO collaborating research center, one national level key lab, four Ministry- or
provinee-level key labs, 11 research institutes and 39 research sections/centers, where several
hundred research projects are conducted every year. In the past 10 years, more than 100 projects
have won awards at the state-, province- or Ministry-level. Over 1, 800 people /times have studied
or worked abroad. There is long-term academic cooperation between the university and countries
like Britain, the United States, Australia and Japan. Doctoral degree studies are undertaken by
66 Ph. D supervisors in 23 disciplines and master degree studies by several hundred supervisors in
44 disciplines. In addition, studies in the frontiers of medical science are carried out at the three
postdoctoral research centers of basic medical science, clinical medical science and biology. As a
good example, Prof. Xia Jiahui and his National Key Lab of Medical Genetics are leading in such
fields of study as human high-resolution chromosome techniques, molecular genetic techniques
and saving Chinese population genetic resources. The recent successful cloning of the neurological
deafness gene GJB3 is the first report of cloning a human genetic disease in China. The paper was
published in Nature Genetics and Prof. Xia Jiahui and his lab won first prize of the 1999 Cheung
Kong Scholars Achievement Award for their great contributions. Remarkable advances are also
made in the fields of carcinogenetics and the genetics of cancer, in vitro fertilization, cardiovas-
cular and genetic pharmacology, metabolic endocrinology, psychiatry and mental health, organ
transplant, neurology, traditional Chinese medicine integrated with Western medicine. These
advances have attracted world-wide attention and acclaim.

The three affiliated hospitals of the university hold more than 3, 200 beds. They are abun-
dantly equipped with modern medical equipment and connected to the Internet. The remote
medical consultation network links the hospitals with patients miles away. The hospitals have won
various honors and accolades for their quality medical service.

With love and gratitude, we publish this photo album to celebrate the 50th birthday of the
People’s Republic of China and to commemorate the 85th anniversary of Hunan Medical Univer-

sity.
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