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A well-known old man was being interviewed and was asked if it was cor-

rect that he had just celebrated his ninety-ninth birthday.

“That’s right,” said the old man. “Ninety-nine years old, and I haven’t an

enemy in the world. They’re all dead. ”

“Well, sir,” said the interviewer, “I hope very much to have the honor of

interviewing you on your hundredth birthday. ”

The old man locked at the young man closely, and said, “I can’t see why

you shouldn’t. You look fit and healthy to me!”

1.

The old man said he had not an enemy in the world, which shows that he was
very

A. friendly man — he never made any enemies

B. healthy man — he lived longer than all his enemies

C. lucky man — his enemies had all died

D. terrible man — he had got rid of all his enemies

. When the interviewer said that he hoped very much to have the honor of in-

terviewing the old man again the following year,

A. he was trying to make the old man happy

B. he wished he himself would live another year

C. he did not believe the old man would live to be one hundred

D. he did not believe he would interview the old man again

. When the old man said “I can’t see why you shouldn’t”, what he meant was

A. "You must try to live another year to interview me again next year.”

B. “Of course you can see me again since you are so fit and healthy. ”

L )



C. “If I live to a hundred years,’ you should interview me again. ”
D. “Unless you live another year, you wouldn’t be able to interview me a-
gain. ”
4. What kind of man would you say the old man was?
A. He was silly.
B. He was unpleasant.
C. He was very proud and sure of his health.

D. He was very impolite to young people.
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Annealing is a way of making metal softer by heating it and then letting it
cool very slowly. If metal is heated and then cooled very quickly, for example
by dipping it in water, it will be very hard but also very brittle — that is, it will
break easily. Metal that has been annealed is soft but does not break so easily.
It is possible to make metal as hard or as soft as is wished, by annealing it. The
metal is heated, and allowed to cool slowly for a certain length of time. The
longer the heated metal takes to cool slowly, the softer it becomes. Annealing
can also be used on other materials, such as glass.

1. Annealing can make metal



A. hard and tough B. hard but brittle

C. soft but tough D. soft and brittle

2. Why do people put hot metal in water?
A. To make it hard. B. To make it soft.
C. To make it cool. D. To make it brittle.

3.In annealing, the required hardness of a metal depends on
A. the quantity of water used B. the temperature of the metal
C. the softness of the metal D. the timing of the operation
4. As suggested by the text, how can glass be made less brittle?
A. Tt can be heated and then cooled quickly.
B. It can be cooled and then heated slowly.
C. It can be heated and then cooled slowly.
D. It can be cooled and then heated quickly.
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“I would almost rather see you dead. ” Robert S. Cassatt, a leading banker
of Philadephia, shouted when his twenty-year-old eldest daughter announced
that she wanted to become an artist. In the 19th century, playing at drawing or
painting on dishes was all right for a young lady, but serious work in art was
not. And when the young lady’s family ranked among the best of Philadephia’s
social families, such an idea could not even be considered.

That was how Mary Cassatt, born 1844, began her struggle as an artist.
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She did not tremble before her father’s anger. Instead, she opposed him with
courage and at last made him change his mind. Mary Cassatt gave up her social
position and all thought of a husband and a family, which in those times was un-
thinkable for a young lady. In the end, after long years of hard work and perse-
verance, she became America’s most important woman artist and the interna-
tionally recognized leading woman painter of the time.

1.How did Mr. Cassatt react when his daughter made her announcement?

A. He feared for her life. B. He was very angry.
C. He nearly killed her. D. He warned her.

2. What in fact was Mr. Cassatt’s main reason in opposing his daughter’s wish?
A. Drawing and painting was simply unthinkable among ladies in those days.
B. He did not believe his daughter wanted to work seriously in art.

C. He believed an artist’s life would be too hard for his daughter.
D. Ladies of good families simply did not become artists in those times.

3. What make Mary Cassatt’s “struggle” to become a recognized artist especially
hard?

A. She was a woman.

B. Her father opposed her.

C. She had no social her.

D. She did not come from an artist’s family.

4. What do we know about Mary Cassatt’s marriage?

A. Her marriage failed because she never gave a thought to her husband and
family.

B. She never married because she did not want to be just a wife and mother.

C. After marriage she decided to give up her husband rather than her career.

D. She did not marry because for a lady of her social position to marry below
her was unthinkable.

5. What do we know about Robert Cassatt’s character from the text?

A. He was a cruel man. B. He was a stubborn man.
C. He knew nothing about art.  D. He knew little about his daughter.

6. What do we know about Mary Cassatt’s character?

A. She was brave in going against old ideas.

B. She got tired of always obeying her father.
« 7.



C. She hated playing at drawing and painting.
D. She did not mind being poor at all.

7. As we can learn from the text, which of the following was generally consid-
ered the most important in the life of a woman in the USA in Mary Cassatt’s
times?

A. Money. B. Career. C. Marriage. D. Courage.
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Moscow, Russia (Space news) — “The computer is a better chess player,”
insisted Victor Prozorov, the loser, “It seemed as if it were laughing after every
good move, I know I should have beaten it for the sake of mankind, but I just
couldn’t win,” he announced and shook his head sadly.

Prozorov’s disappointment was shared by several grand masters who were

8



present, some of whom were so upset that they shouted at the machine. Many
chess players said that this meant the end of championships around the world,
since the fun had been taken out of the game.
The computer walked — or rather, rolled — away with 5 000 dollars in

prize money and limited its remarks to a set of noises and lights.
1. Which of the following best gives the main idea of this newspaper articles?

A. 5 000 dollars goes to a computer!

B. New invention: a laughing computer!

C. World’s best chess player beaten!

D. Computer defeats man in chess!
2. How did some of the grand masters feel about the chess game between Pro-

zorov and the computer?

A. They thought that the game was no fun.

B. They thought that the game wasn’t fair.

C. They agreed that Prozorov didn’t play well.

D. They were unhappy that the computer had won.
3. What was it that Prozorov felt most bitter about?

A. That he didn’t win the $5,000.

B. That he hadn’t tried his best.

C. That he had lost to a machine.

D. That this was the end of the chess game.
4. After winning the game, the computer .

A. laughed B. walked away

C. made some remarks D. gave out some lights and sounds

5. Many chess players felt that playing with a computer would

A. make the game tougher B. make the game less interesting
C. make man appear foolish D. make man lose lots of money
R B
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On the evening of June 21,1992, a tall man with brown hair and blue eyes
entered the beautiful hall of the Bell Tower Hotel in Xi’an with his bicycle. The
hotel workers received him and telephoned the manager, for they had never seen
a bicycle in the hotel hall before though they lived in “the kingdom of bicycles”.

Robert Friedlander, an American, arrived in Xi’an on his bicycle trip
across Asia which started last December in New Delhi, India.

When he was 11, he read the book Marco Polo and made up his mind to
visit the Silk Road. Now, after 44 years, he was on the Silk Road in Xi’an and
his early dreams were coming true.

Robert Friedlander’s next destinations were Lanzhou, Dunhuang, Urumgi
etc. He will complete his trip in Pakistan.

1. The best headline for this newspaper article would be
A. The Kingdom of Bicycles B. A Beautiful Hotel in Xi’an
C. Marco Polo and the Silk Road D. An American Achieving His Aim
2. The hotel workers told the manager about Friedlander coming to the hotel be-
cause
A. he asked to see the manager
B. he entered the hall with a bicycle
C. the manager had to know about all foreign guests
D. the manager knew about his trip and was expecting him
3. Friedlander is visiting the three countries in the following order -
A.China, India, and Pakistan B. India, China, and Pakistan

« 10 -



C. Pakistan, China, and India D. China, Pakistan, and India
4. What made Friedlander come to China?

A. The stories about Marco Polo.

B. The famous sights in Xi’an.

C. His interest in Chinese silk.

D. His childhood dreams about bicycles.

5. Friedlander can be said to be

A. clever B. friendly
C. hard-working D. strong-minded
oA
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Tokyo: Three snakes, whose poison could kill a person in ten minutes, are
guarding a blue star sapphire worth nearly six hundred thousand dollars at a
Japanese exhibition of jewels sent from an Indian museum.

“Normally it would be forbidden to let these poisonous snakes guard exhi-
bition objects, but it’s different this time because the jewels are being exhibited
at a hotel. ” A police official said.

Exhibition officials said that a person bitten by one of these snakes would

need at least 80ml of an anti-poison medicine to be saved. Medicine was being
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