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Abstract;

Starting from Plato and Aristotle, regime analysis has dominated the way in which Western
scholars think about politics. Its underlying assumption is that, as Leo Strauss puts, “the form is
higher in dignity than the matter. " It is believed that everything is related or even determined by
political regime, including economic prosperity, justice, and happiness. A right political regime
would make everything right; while a wrong political regime would mess up everything. However,
the concept of political regime was foreign to Chinese scholars before the 20th century. Instead,
what mattered for them was the way of governance, meaning the ultimate aims of governance as
well as the means of governance. This article outlines the two contrasting ways of political thinking
and assesses their respective pros and cons.

Keywords:

political regime; the form of government; the way of governance; political analysis

Author:

Wang Shaoguang, chair professor, Department of Government and Public Administration,
Chinese University of Hong Kong




