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In the manifold and changeable contemporary art, the situation of Chinese painting shows rather special.
On one hand, as a national painting type has its own potential rule, the changes of the appellation, no matter
if they can be efficacious or not called as “the water-ink painting” or “experimental water-ink” will all lead to
atrophy of self-critique spirit during their development. On the other hand, modernization and contemporaneity,
as its deciding or decided fate, have been constantly using the vertical choice of the cultural evolutionism to
replace the horizontal rule of the cultural relativism. The nominal explanation will be made about the tradi-
tional precept, principle and rule as to completely diminish the noumenon. Just this dilemma brews the
unprecedented perplexity, conflict, creation, destruction and hope. So, ideology and the way of behavior of
every description become unable.

The column of this issue, “Focus Today”, has concentratedly concerned and discussed about the contem-
porary Chinese painting. “Water-ink”, Modern in Name, The Perplexity of the Contemporary Chinese Painting,
The Deviation of Contemporary Landscape Painting and some articles describe the dilemma from various
perspectives. Metropolisize and Expression in Water-ink, Disentangling Experimental Water-ink, this two
articles emphasize on expounding and sifting one aspect of modernization and contemporaneity. Moreover,
The Present Situation of Traditional Chinese Painting —— How to Carry on Tradition and Stand by Cao
Xueqin have partly discussed the interactive relation between the contemporary Chinese painting and the
nation-cultural setting, by the way of rampant, arrogant or seriocomic. The correlated contents of these two
columns, Art Scope and Live Report, provide a lively and full and reliable case for this kind of discussion. And
also they extend the fascination of that saying "Existence is reasonable" on deeper, wider level with much
more practical significance, and at the spot where the words and ideas cannot reach.

The particularity of the contemporary Chinese painting is demonstrated as a unitary one in the pluralistic
world of contemporary art. The other articles in this tissue form relation with the topic of the contemporary
Chinese painting. It will be significant to go deep into know and think the problem of Chinese painting.

Art China Editorial Board
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The Present Situation of Traditional Chinese Painting
—— How to Carry on Tradition

#4285t Xu Jianrong

“Traditional Chinese painting” this article deals with is different from the current common sense of
“Chinese painting”. The latter emphasizes on innovation while the former heritage. The present
situation is that the latter is more active sometimes even with stirring effect while the achievement of
the former is much smaller though with great dynamism. The article mentions that the crux of the
understanding of tradition.
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Metropolisize and Expression in Water-ink

FiE% Pi Daojian

Since the 20th century the development of modern life has made the traditional Chinese water-
ink art gradually lose its humane environment. As an expression from soul, the water and ink art
continuing the traditional painting techniques becomes a dual cover of the current impression——
cover either the authenticity of the real sense or the lifelessness of false experience. Therefore, its
modern transformation became a sharp cultural problem especially stressed in China at the end of
last century. The article carries on the discussion and narration from "Urban Water-Ink".
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The Perplexity of the Contemporary Chinese Painting
&8 ¥ Shao Qi

In the 20th century, what man cared about was the “ future " of Chinese painting; to the 21st
century, what people care about is if the Chinese painting can become the “ mainstream .
The “ future " problem in 20th century has puzzled us for a century. So, will the “ mainstream "prob-
lem be a permanent among the painting circles in the new century?
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