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1. Sell the Cow

The year was 1939, the time of the San Francisco Trea-
sure Island World’s Fair. Very few people in our Yakima Val-
ley, Washington, town of 2000 made the trip. For most
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folks, it was simply out of reach.

The Adams family rented a little house on the edge of
town for $ 15 a month. Odd jobs were not plentiful, but with
the help of neighbors , Mr. Adams was able to keep food on
the table for his wife and three kids. He had an old trap of 'a
car to get around in and a cow to provide milk for his children.

Then came the Fair, 750 miles away. One morning a
neighbor spotted the Adams family loaded in the car, with an
assortment of luggage strapped to the running board. “Where
are you headed, John?” he asked.

“To the Fair!” Mr. Adams replied.

The neighbor was dumbfounded. Later, he learned that
Mr. Adams had sold the cow to pay for the trip. Folks almost
exploded—amazed at such irresponsibility.

Many times since then, my wife and I have recalled the
incident. But strangely, we have come to view it in a different
light. I am sure the Adams children never forgot the years of
austerity, but above all those memories will be: “We went to
the Fair! ”

Not long ago, my wife and I were reconsidering a trip
that we often had wished we could take. Each time, we had
dismissed the idea because we couldn’t afford it. But this time
[ said, “Honey, let’s just sell the cow and go.”

And we did.

——S.Edward Tesh in The Lookout
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2. Cooling Down

Dad always enjoyed a good argument. So did his children.
After supper, we'd have fun sparring until tempers grew heat-
ed. Then Dad would smile and say, “Come outside and tell me
that,” and we knew it was time to stop.

The pattern was so ingrained that when my 15-year-old
sister, Nora, went to visit our cousins in Kansas, she jumped
headfirst into an argument with teenage cousin Clement. When
their discussion seemed to be getting out of hand, she said,
“Come outside and tell me that.” He went.

Nora bent over and drew a line in the dust. Pointing to it,
she said, “See that line?”

Clement nodded.

“Step over it,” Nora challenged.

He did and she hugged him, saying, “Now you are on
my side.”

——Frieda Dupont Elliston
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