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Words: 323 Time: 4. 5 minutes
In about 1815, when many Americans from the East Coast had already moved towards

the west, trade routes from the ports to the central regions of the country began to be a seri-
ous problem. The slow wagons ( &%) of that time, drawn by horses or oxen, were too ex-
pensive for moving heavy freight ( #$#)]) very far. In New York State a canal seemed to be
the best solution to the transportation problem. From the eastern end of Lake Erie all the
way across the state to the Hudson River there is a long strip( 2 FE#i#7) of low land. Here
the Erie Canal was constructed.

The Canal produced an immediate effect. Freight costs were cut to about one tenth of
what they had been. New York City, which had been smaller than Philadelphia and Bos-
ton, quickly became the leading city of the coast. In the years that followed, transportation
routes were soon developed on the Mississippi River. Then New York City became the end
point of a great inland shipping system that extended from the Atlantic Ocean far up the
western branches of the Mississippi.

The coming of the railroads made canal shipping less important, but it tied New York
even more closely to the central regions of the country. It was easier for people in the cen-
tral states to ship their goods to New York for export overseas.

Exports from New York were greater than imports.

Consequently ( i) , shipping companies were eager to fill their ships with passen-
gers on the return trip from Europe. Passengers could come from Europe very cheaply as a

result.
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Thus New York became the greatest port for receiving people from European countries.
Many of these people remained in the city. Others stayed in New York for a few weeks,
months , or years, and then moved to other parts of the United States. For these great num-
bers of new Americans, New York had to provide homes, goods and services. Their labor

helped the city become great.

Answer the following questions.
1. Why was a canal in New York State necessary in the 19th century?

2. Why was it possible to construct a canal in New York?

3. Was the canal efiective? How do you know?

4. What do you think is (are) the main factor(s) that made New York the greatest port for

receiving people from European countries?

5. What is the passage mainly about?

B

Words: 240 Time: 3.5 minutes

Who are these people rushing by you on the street? More than 215 million people now

call America home, but most of them can trace (iE#f}) their families back to other parts of
the world. If you look at the names on shop windows, you will see that Americans come
from many different lands. The idea that these people, who once were strangers to the Unit-
ed States, have lost the customs and cultures of their original countries and have become
American is really not true. In fact, what exists in America is more often a kind of side-by-
side living in which groups of people from other countries often have kept many of their own
customs and habits. They join the general American society only in a certain areas of their
lives—such as schools, businesses, and sports—but they keep many of their native cus-
toms and manners socially and at home. This living “side-by-side” has both advantages
and disadvantages. Sometimes it may cause disagreements to develop between groups whose
ways of life are very different from one another. However, there are also great advantages
that come from the variety of cultures brought by settlers from other lands. There is great
freedom of choice among ideas, dress, food, and social customs in America. Everyone can
find some parts of his or her own familiar world in the United States, in churches, music,

food, national groups or newspapers.
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Answer the following questions.

6. Why do so many Americans call America “home” ?

7. Why does the writer say these people were once strangers to the United States?

8. According to the writer, what does “They join the general American society only in a

certain areas of their lives” mean?

9. What disadvantage(s) can this “side-by-side” living style bring?

10. Try to explain the “side-by-side” living style in USA in your own words.
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Directions: Decide whether or not each of the following statements approves of
the book written by Professor Baker.

1. Professor Baker’s publisher has stated that this new book will soon take the place of
all the old standard works in this field; in view, however, of both the style and content of
Professor Baker’s book, I find this claim most difficult to accept.

2. When I first opened the package containing a copy of Professor Baker’s latest book
and read its title, I must admit I felt a sudden sinking of the heart; yet once I had gathered
courage to begin my reading, I found the work so far beyond my wildest hopes that I actual-
ly missed supper rather than put the volume down unfinished.

FESC L, (EETERTE S | T HARE R 2 B, 15 868 R I LA S2 il
%, B B R ESE,

EX 2 F, EELUNFEDR B BENREE, RS yet TR, UEIR
FEARTF, RUMOBITF IS

()R] U@ 3 AN ) F B s B C 3 S0 35— B () AT R 75
BERMA . XA, ARSI FHEE P RAELNRES, FHAEENSER
BRERR T, REEEREE. 0.

Directions: Decide which of the following statements was written by a person in
favor of small-town life.

1. Possibly there are those who derive ( 145 ) pleasure from turning back the clock and
seeking out the virtues we fondly imagine to have been associated with life in small towns in
bygone( EL A/ ) days. Yet the most superficial ( ik % f{) ) reading of contemporary ( 24 /%,
f#)) accounts dealing with such an existence makes it quite clear that full enjoyment of life’s
true pleasures would be much more appreciated.

2. It is true that city-dwellers( f& [& ) and suburbanites can enjoy certain facilities that
may be denied to the inhabitants of small towns. What they miss, however, far outweighs
such advantages, which, in any case, the vast majority rarely has the time or energy to take
advantage of.

FEX 1 H, fEETEREBE R/ INBEE A TE ) AR A T Possibly there are. . . KR
AEEMIER, TERBV/MEATERKARF T . . . we imagine to have been associated
with. .. (ERATEBRS - AHEKR ) RIS HE WM, BRRLERIM, 7T Wi
FEARBER/NREA AT -

X2, FEERBIBTTAEE 7 ER AT certain —i7 IR HA MM, I
FH. .. may be denied to the inhabitants of small towns ( /N R fE R WIFEE ) KER
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AEE. RMAERIBEAT ETET R EZH A TR A T far outweighs such advantages ( &
KT T X e 4b ) S LASR A . AT st SO AYE & BRI B TS .
[ BT

Television is now playing a very important part in our lives. But television, like other

things, has both advantages and disadvantages. Does the former outweigh the latter?

In the first place, television is

not only a convenient source of enter-

R R
(D comparatively adv. A1, #H Y Hb, T8
1123 compare, & 7] V£ & R Figh 1A, B A
“HALC, POEL, T o ARAE M IE B AR, R
fITHL AT K HESE i comparatively IR,

(2)Television, it is often said, keeps one in-

tainment, but also a comparatively®
cheap one. For a family of four, for
example, it is more convenient as
well as cheaper to sit comfortably at
home, with almost unlimited enter-
tainment available, than to go out in
8 formed about current events, allows one to fol-
search of amusement elsewhere. They . )
) low the latest developments in science and pol-
do not have to pay for expensive seats

) itics, and offers an endless series of programs,
at the theatre, the cinema, or the op-

which are both instructive and entertaining. X
AR FERAK A 35 AN A BRI AR
It is often said that television keeps. .., that
M)A T A, 3 = A 50 iR R
keeps. . . ,allows. .. ffl offers. . . B and %%,

era, only to discover, perhaps, that
the show is disappointing. All they
have to do is to press a button, and

they can see plays, films, operas,

and shows of every kind, not to men-

tion political discussions and the

latest exciting football match. Some people, however, think that this is right where the dan-
ger lies. The television viewer takes no initiative( 33fj). He makes no choice and exerci-
ses, no judgment. He is completely passive and has everything presented to him without
any effort on his part.

Television, it is often said, keeps one informed about current events, allows one to
follow the latest developments in science and politics, and offers an endless series of pro-
grams, which are both instructive and entertaining. > The most distant countries and the
strangest customs are brought right into one’s sitting room. It could be argued that the radio
performs this service just as well; but on television everything is much more living, much
more real. Yet here again there is a danger. We get used to looking at it, so dependent on
its flickering( [N} ) pictures, that it begins to dominate( 37 Bt ) our lives.

There are many other arguments for and against television. The poor quality of its pro-
grams is often criticized. But it is undoubtedly a great comfort to many lonely elderly peo-

& 5
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ple. And does it corrupt ( {#i------ ZFIR ) or instruct our children? I think we must realize that
television in itself is neither good nor bad. It is the uses to which it is put that determine its

value to society.

Question: Which of the following can best describe the view of the author?
A. Television has not only advantages but also disadvantages.
B. The advantages of television outweigh its disadvantages.
C. Television has neither advantages nor disadvantages.
D. It is not clearly seen in the passage.
S M2IORE, BREERRAMABRIB S, HREEMEEEER
A, TERFBRAH ] T some people, R THRXFEERMAAR, FHItBHFEEE.
(@17 R E-Y
A
I find it takes the young writer a long time to become aware or what language really is
as a medium of communication. He thinks he should be able to put down his meaning at
once and be done with it, and he puts it down and releases his feeling for it in language that
is meaningless to anyone else. He has to learn he can load almost any form of words with
his meaning and be expressing himself but communicating nothing. He has to learn that
language has grown naturally out of the human need to communicate, that it belongs to all
those who use it, and its communicative capacities( §E 7] ) have developed to meet the gen-
eral need, that it is most alive when the language is spoken, supported as it always is by
the look and action of the speaker. He must come to see that speech is filled with cliches
( BR1R) 7 ¥ ) which are the common counters best serving the general need. Words and
phrases that come off his tongue made alive by the living presence of himself become on pa-
per dead transcriptions (#/5 ). Somehow he must overcome the capacity of words to remain
dead symbols of meaning as they are in the dictionary. He must breathe life into them as he
sets them on paper.
1. The author implies that young writers are
A. in too much a hurry to have their say
B. lacking in confidence
C. too critical in analyzing their own work
D. lacking in the ability to find topics
B
I am always amazed when I hear people saying that sport creates goodwill between the
nations, and that if only the common people of the world could meet one another at football
or cricket (#7¥K) they would have no inclination ( fifi[5] ) to meet on the battlefield. Even if
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