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Love Your Life
Henry David Thoreau
However mean your life is, meet it and live it; do not shun it and , call it hard names. It is not
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so bad as you are. It looks poorest when you are richest. The fault-finder will find faults in paradise.
Love your life, poor as it is. You may perhaps have some pleasant, thrilling, glorious hours, even in
a poor-house. The setting sun is reflected from the windows of the alms-house. As brightly as from
the rich man’s abode; the snow melts before itsdoor as early in the spring. I do not see but a quiet
mind may live as contentedly there, and have as cheering thoughts, as in a palace. The town’s poor
seem to me often to live the most independent lives of any. May be they are simply great enough to
receive without misgiving. Most think that they are above being supported by the town; but it often
happens that they are not above supporting themselves by dishonest means.which should be more
disreputable Cultivate poverty like a garden herb, like sage.Do not trouble yourself much to get new
things, whether clothes or friends, Turn the old, return to them. Things do not change; we change.
Sell your clothes and keep your thoughts.
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Skill comes from practice

During the Northern Song Dynasty, there was a skilled archer. One day he drew a big crowd
while he was practicing on the drill ground. He shot so accurately that the on-lookers cheered with
excitement. He became very proud of his skill. But among the crowd an old oil peddler only
nodded his head indifferently. This hurt his Pride.

“Can you do this?” he asked the old oil peddler.

“No, I can’t.”

“What do you think of my skill?”

“Just OK, but nothing special. You’ve gained your accuracy from persistent practice. That’s
all.”

“What can you do, then?” the old man said nothing. He put a gourd bottle on the ground and
covered its mouth with a copper coin. He then scooped out a ladle of oil from his big jar, held it
high and began to fill the bottle.

Now, a thread of oil came down from the ladle into the bottle just through the hole of the coin.
Everybody looking on watched with amazement. But the old man said, “This is nothing special, I
can do this because I have practiced it a lot.” And with these words, he left.

Later, people use this phrase to mean “Practice makes perfect”.
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