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Abstract: Since opening trade in late Qing dynasty to
the Qing dynasty for decades, foreign goods went through
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three stages (first, popular and popularization), and it had
under gone from “luxury” and “fashion” to the evolution of
the “real thing”., were gradually universal and welcoming
practical. With the different stages of foreign goods’ popu-
lar, the understanding of the people had changed for sym-
bols of foreign goods., the meaning and consequences of the
national economy and people’s livelihood. At first from a
new perspective of pragmatism. people treated all foreign
goods as “diabolic tricks and wicked craft” and advocated a
complete banning, to distinguished between “useful thing ”
and “useless thing”, until from the market angle, thought
that it was national wealth outflow “lLouZhi”, at the same
time it was also a proliferation of wealth “source”. There-
fore, people called for the development of national industry
and commerce, competed with foreign powers for the mech-
anism of product market in order to regain “economic
rights”. The course of development and the states reflected
the understanding for popular *foreign goods” of the market
phenomenon, the transition from *Jingshi lun” to “market
thesis”, and became a social reform trend of development of
modern industry and commerce the important source and so-
cial foundation.

Key words: late Qing dynasty; foreign goods; con-

sumption; symbol meaning; modern ideas
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