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SHANG DYNASTY FIND AT TA-HSIN
CHUANG ( K¥H:) , SHANTUNG

F. S. Drake

(Cheeloo University)

In the spring of 1935 I was told of some bone arrow heads and other objects found
in the side of a gully in the loess near the Kiao-Tsi Railway somewhere east of Tsinan.
While endeavouring not to appear too anxious to possess these, I tried, without success for
nearly a year, to get a glimpse of them. In the winter of 1936, however, in the course of an
archaeological ramble, I was shown the site from which the bone arrow heads came, and
after a few months more of negotiations they came into my possession. The site was one of
the many east of Tsinan, from which during the past few years I have procured a number of
complete pottery vessels, some stone implements, and innumerable potsherds, dating from
Neolithic (Black Pottery Culture) and Shang Dynasty times. The pottery from these sites has
already been described by me in the following articles: “Ancient Pottery from Shantung” ;

“Shang Dynasty Site at Li-ch’ éng (Wang-shé-jen-chuang),Shantung”. “Neolithic Site at
Hung-chia Lou, Shantung” , which are expected to appear in Monumenta Serica vol.lV , facs,
15 The China Journal, Vol. XXXI No.3, September 1939; and the Bulletin of the Geological
Society of China, respectively.

The Ta-Hsin Chuang (K1) site lies south-east by east of the village of Ta-Hsin
Chuang, which is about four miles north-east by east of Tsinan, and a few hundred yards north
of the Kiao-Tsi Railway. A cart road runs north-eastwards from Tsinan to Ta-Hsin Chuang. At
the south-east corner of the village a road branches off south-east by east and runs diagonally
towards the railway, which it crosses at a distance of about half a mile. For the whole of
this distance it runs through a gully some six to eight feet below the surface of the fields on
the either side. The width of the gully varies from about fifty yards at the western or village
end, to only a few yards at the eastern end where the road crosses the railway, as seen on the
accompanying illustration (Figure 1. 2). The banks on either side of the gully are rich in

potsherds of ancient date. By their texture, shape and basket-pattern they resemble the rough
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household pottery of Shang times. Several complete vessels so far recovered resemble the
pottery of the Chow Dynasty but amongst them has recently been found a /i (%) tripod of
Shang or Neolithic type. Stone implements and fragments of worked bone and deer-horn have
also been recovered.

e

ot

Figure I Shows the Ta-Hsin Chuang site recently

Figure 2 Another view of the Ta-Hsin Chuang site

discovered. The view, looking west, shows the gully near Tsinan in Shantung. The site is shown looking

the banks of either side of which are rich in potsherds east, the dark spot in the embankment of the gully

of ancient date indicating the pit from which objects were taken

The earth of the region, as is usual on ancient sites, is rich in organic matter. It is
continually being carted away by the peasants to fertilise their fields. In this way the banks
are constantly being dug away, and potsherds and stone implements disclosed and scattered.
Others no doubt are carried away and spread elsewhere with the earth. The site as such,
therefore, is being progressively destroyed.

The most interesting finds from the site are those illustrated in the present article. These
all came from one pit in the northern bank of the gully towards the eastern end (Figure 3).
They were found accidentally by a peasant,
along with, it is said, some bronze vessels,
which found their way to one of the larger
markets. In digging these objects out, and in
searching for others, a large pit was made in
the bank, and afterwards partly filled in from
below.

The objects that came into my possession

are illustrated in the present article, and

Figure 3 A close-up of the pit from which potsherds

and stone implements, undoubtedly belonging to the

Shang Dynasty, were taken

described below. They are all typical of
the Shang Dynasty, as can be seen by

comparison with those illustrated for instance
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in “The Birth of China” by Creel(Jonathan Cape, 1936, plate VI.) and “The Catalogue
of the Exhibition of Chinese Art in London” (Burlington House, 1936). The site, therefore,
can safely be regarded as a Shang Dynasty burial ground, a conclusion supported by the

abundance of potsherds, apparently of Shang Dynasty type, that have been found in the gully.

DESCRIPTION OF OBJECTS

I BONE

(1) Sixteen bone arrow heads
[ Figure 4(1~15), Figure 7(1~16) |

Of these the majority are in an excellent state of preservation, especially the one shown
in Figure 4(6), and Figure 7(6); but some are badly corroded; several are slightly tinted
green in parts by their proximity in the ground to bronze objects; in particular the one
shown in Figure 4(10) and Figure 7(10) is stained a deep green all over. It has clearly
been in close contact with some bronze object, which from the way in which the two fit
together, appears to be the bronze arrow-head shown in Figure 5(4) and Figure 8(4). The
arrow head shown in Figure 7(16) was acquired later than the others, and does not appear
in the photograph (Figure 4).

There are several distinct shapes:

(a) both faces convex (lense-shaped section)

Figure 7(4)(6)(15)(not flanged)

(b) one face flat, the other ridged (triangular
section)

Figure 7(2)(not fanged)(7)(8)(9)(14)(16)

(c) one face slightly convex, the other
slightly ridged

Figure 7(1)(3)(5)(10)(13)

(d) broad head with extended flanges, and

long slender tail for insertion in the bamboo shaft,

somewhat resembling the bronze arrow-heads
shown in Figure §(5) and (6)

Figure 4 Bone arrow heads and other

Figure 7(11)(12) implements discovered at Ta-Hsin Chuang. The
(e) not flanged (see above) photograph contains, reading from right to left, in
Figure 7(2)(triangular) (15)(lenticular) the upper row: (1~7; 16), middle row(8~15) , and

(2) Three notched bone ends for arrow shafts lower row(17~21)
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Figure 4(6)(20)(21) Figure 7(17a)(17b)(17¢)

(3) Two fragmentary convex objects of bone

Figure 4(17)(18) Figure 7(18a)(18b)

These each appear to be a segment of a bone ring or band for fitting to a wooden or
bamboo rod, as the shaft of a spear. They are both smoothed on the outer or convex surface
only, the inner or concave surface being left rough. The sides of both are fractured, showing
that the objects are not complete, whereas the top and bottom edges of each have been cut.
The sides of the larger one are parallel, but those of the smaller one converge towards one end.
The edge of one end of the larger one is squared, that of the other end is rounded towards the
convex surface; of the smaller one the edges of both ends are squared.

(4) Fragment of unknown bone object

Figure 4(19) Figure 7(19)

Worked on outer surface (flat), on each side and at rounded end; the other end broken;

inner surface split and not otherwise worked.

II STONE

Stone axe bead

Figure 5(1) Figure 8(1)

Of the usual Neolithic and Shang flat rectangular type, perforated with one hole. Greatest
length 5.5 " ,breadth 2.62 " ,thickness 3 " . Fragile white stone, perhaps decomposing jade,
hole perforated from both sides, fractured across the middle. Probably for ceremonial and not

for actual use.

Il BRONZE

(1) Bronze javelin bead, broken

Figure 5(2) Figure 8(2)

(2) Point of bronze spear bead

Figure 5(3) Figure 8(3)

~ (3) Three bronze arrow beads

Figure 5(4)(5) Figure 8(4)(5)(6)

The one shown in Figure 5(4) and Figure 8(4) is thickly encrusted with green patina one
one side, and appears to have lain against the bone arrow head shown in Figure 4(10) and
Figure 7(10). The one shown in Figure 8(6) was acquired later and does not appear in the

accompanying photographs.



