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Odyssey (excerpts)

Homer
BOOK XIII THE ARRIVAL OF ULYSSES IN ITHACA
He ceased; but left so pleasing on their ear
His voice, that listening still they seem’d to hear.
A pause of silence hush’d the shady rooms:

The grateful conference then the king resumes:

“Whatever toils the great Ulysses pass’d,
Beneath this happy roof they end at last;

No longer now from shore to shore to roam,
Smooth seas and gentle winds invite him home.
But hear me, princes! whom these walls inclose,
For whom my chanter sings: and goblet flows
With wine unmix’d (an honour due to age,

To cheer the grave, and warm the poet’s rage) ;

Though labour’d gold and many a dazzling vest



"'—\“. S A FHERR

-

\ ’
‘\-f‘

Lie heap’d already for our godlike guest;
Without new treasures let him not remove,
Large, and expressive of the public love.
Each peer a tripod, each a vase bestow,

A general tribute, which the state shall owe. ”

This sentence pleased: then all their steps address’d

To separate mansions, and retired to rest.

Now did the rosy-finger’d morn arise,
And shed her sacred light along the skies.
Down to the haven and the ships in haste
They bore the treasures, and in safety placed.
The king himself the vases ranged with care;
Then bade his followers to the feast prepare.

/ A victim ox beneath the sacred hand
Of great Alcinous falls, and stains the sand.
To Jove the Eternal power above all powers!
Who wings the winds, and darkens heaven with showers
The flames ascend: till evening they prolong
The rites, more sacred made by heavenly song;
For in the midst, with public honours graced,
Thy lyre divine, Demodocus! was placed.
All, but Ulysses, heard with fix’d delight;
He sate, and eyed the sun, and wish’d the night;
Slow seem’d the sun to move, the hours to roll,
His native home deep-imaged in his soul.
As the tired ploughman, spent with stubborn toil,
Whose oxen long have torn the furrow’d soil,
Sees with delight the sun’s declining ray,
When home with feeble knees he bends his way
To late repast the day’s hard labour done;
So to Ulysses welcome set the sun;
Then instant to Alcinous and the rest

The Scherian states he turn’d, and thus address’d.



“O thou, the first in merit and command!

And you the peers and princes of the land!

May every joy be yours! nor this the least,
When due libation shall have crown’d the feast,
Safe to my home to send your happy guest.
Complete are now the bounties you have given,
Be all those bounties but confirm’d by Heaven!
So may I find, when all my wanderings cease,
My consort blameless, and my friends in peace.
On you be every bliss; and every day,

In home-felt joys, delighted roll away;
Yourselves, your wives, your long-descending race,
May every god enrich with every grace!

Sure fix’d on virtue may your nation stand,

And public evil never touch the land!”

His words well weigh’d, the general voice approved
Benign, and instant his dismission moved,

The monarch to Pontonus gave the sign.

To fill the goblet high with rosy wine;

“Great Jove the Father first (he cried) implore;

Then send the stranger to his native shore. ”
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Oedipus the King(excerpts)

Sophocles
OEDIPUS
I shall not hold back from telling you
my worst fears. Who else is dearer to me, or better

to share these things than you?

My father was Polybus of Corinth,
my mother, Merope, a Dorian, And I

was thought the first among our citizens



until, one night, something unexpected happened—
which I would have done better to ignore.

A drunken guest at a banquet' called out

that I was a bastard, not my father’s son.

I managed to hold my tongue then, but it rankled?,
and the next day went to my parents, repeated
what he had said and demanded the truth.

They were furious and denied it absolutely.

I believed them, but was still angry.

And the story spread—the way they always do.
Not saying a word to my parents,

I presented myself to the Pythian oracle,

but Phoebus refused my question—

instead, made terrible forecasts ¢
that I was doomed to sleep with my mother

and engender a monstrous brood; become

the murderer of my own father.

Hearing such awful things, I fled,

using the stars as guides to make sure

I always moved away fro from Corinth,

so the evil oracle’ would never be accomplished,
and at last arrived at the place

where you say your old king died.

Wife, to you I can tell the truth.

As I came near to where the three roads join

I met a herald, and a horse-drawn carriage
like those you describe—

and the herald, and the man in the carriage,
forced me off the road.

It was the driver, as he tried to turn me aside,
I struck out at first in my anger.

Then, as I pushed past, the old man

jabbed* from above at my head with his double goad.
But he paid for this—for now,

with the staff in my hand, I tumbled him out of the cart
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and onto his back in the road
and slaughtered them ail. If that stranger
had any connection with Laius,
what man is more wretched than 1?7
Who could be more hated by the gods than he
whom no stranger or citizen must allow into their house
nor speak to, but must cast out
and turn away—and it is I alone
who laid these curses on myself?
The very bed of the murdered man
is polluted by the same hands that killed him.
O awful! Totally evil, I must seek even further
exile, to make sure I’ll never meet one of my own kin
nor tread the soil of my birth, or else i am doomed
to mate with my own mother and slay Polybus,
the father who begot® and raised me.

Notes:

1. banquet; B 4>,

2. rankle: 84R .

3. oracle: #f{fiy .

4. jab: 8%,

5. beget . fif-++++- HIALE .
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