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Pirates of
the
Internet

Content Preview

A peer-to-peer (or P2P) computer network, which relies primarily on the computing
power and bandwidth of the participants in the network rather than on a few servers,
enables people to share literally everything on their computers. Many young people have
downloaded songs, movies, video games, software, etc. from the Internet. Many are still
downloading at this very moment. With file-swapping software like Flashget, Thunder,
Emule or BT installed on one in every three personal computers, P2P file-sharing has
become exceptionally popular.

No longer having to buy CDs or DVDs, Internet users can enjoy a lot more but pay a
lot less, or even nothing at all. Unlimited access to free music and movie is perhaps a
blessing for the Internet surfers, but it definitely shrinks the income of music companies
and movie studios and threatens to devastate the entertainment industry in the long run.

After suffering great losses from this new way of piracy, the movie makers have
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rallied and started taking on the pirates of Internet. In July, 2002, the Peer to Peer Piracy
Prevention Act was introduced to the House of Representatives. The bill ensures that
copyright owners won'’t face liability for using reasonable, limited self-help to prevent
the theft of their works on peer-to-peer networks. Does the entertainment industry then
stand a good chance of winning this selling vs. sharing battle?No one is sure. Given the
success P2P networks have so far achieved, the copyright protectors still have a long way
to go.

Inskal Pre-listening Questions

1. What'’s your favorite source of video entertainment — DVD shops, vidco rental stores
or the Internet?

2. What do you primarily use the Internet for? Do you know any websites which offer
free movie downloads?

3. Have you ever heard of P2P networking? Do you have a file-swapping software
installed on your personal computer? Have you ever tried to access music or movies
via the P2P network?

\
WORD BANK

alternative /oll'tainotiv/n. % —ik4% premiere /primia/n. 4 ik

camcorder /keemkoida(r) /n. T XARIEM  screening /'skrizg/n. ik
' cleanse /klenz/v. o) ST 214 sleazy /'slizi/a. R 5 & s R %A 44
\I crook /krok/n. 3&-F spoof /spuf /v. wh35 ; #h 38

dagger /'deego/n. 424 ; L& typo /‘taipau/n. HEEp A&42 s AT FP AR

decimate /'desimert/ v, 4 oo W% BEAH%  upload /aploud/v. A%
| dichotomy /darkotormi /n. =4k bootleg /'buitleg/n. K & A, 44 8 K AT 84 b |
' embrace /imbreis/v. 3% KW FEMNE B S
| swap /swop/v. ik come out & A ; 3 iR ; A AT

hacker /'heeka/n. 2% feature film £} ;3 F H

liable /laiabl /a. & FT4E# s A L4 fig leaf i % A ‘

mogul /'moaugal /n. &AM film set } 3%
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gain on xeesees SR ARt infrared binoculars £t # 72 it 4%
in a heartbeat — B ] peer-to-peer network 3% [ 44
in the first place — 443k ; H & special effect 4% %
PROPER NAMES
Mel Gibson /mel ‘gibsan / # /% « & i # Disney /'dizni/ it 3 &,
(R Grokster /groksta/ % & P2P R 42 35] &
Peter Chernin /'pi:to 'tfzinmn/ & /317 Kazaa /koza:/ £ B P2P IR 42 3] &
G e B AT B 20th Century Fox =+ 2,48 52 47 & % 4 8]
Randy Saaf /'reendr sa:f / Zid e 8 % Media Defender %1k 2.4 (23] %)
(Media Defender £] 4 A) Movielink /'muviligk / £ £ & % F #UR 5 %
Night Shyamalan /nart ‘[aimaelon/ 24%+ 7V & 2 The Matrix Reloaded /3o 'meitriks ri:loudid/
(50 ERH(REFE2. FELHE)
Wayne Rosso /wein 'rozov/ % B« ¥ 3 Pirates of the Caribbean /'patorits ov 3 keertbi()an/
(Grokster 2 8] % #) b (m L)

Global Listening

Directions: Watch the program once and choose the best answer to each of the following
questions. The questions should help you perceive the overall structure of the story and the
main ideas presented.

i already fallen prey to online piracy.
A. The publishing industry has
B. The entertainment industry has
C. The music industry has
D. TV networks and radio stations have
2. How is movie bootlegging today different from those in previous times?
A. Bootleg movies are sold online.
B. It’s not profit-driven.
C. Bootleg movies usually appear in the digital form.
D. It is more open and hence growing in popularity.
3. What business is Media Defender in?
A. Finding evidence of online piracy.
B. Hacking into P2P networks.
C. Releasing new movies on the Internet.
D. Discouraging movie downloaders from further acts of piracy.
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4. Downloading full-length feature films in the US.
A. is only common among college kids
B. is still very time-consuming nowadays
C. is rejected by computer geeks
D. is probably common in all demographics
5. What is the biggest threat to Hollywood?
A. P2P networks.
B. Deep divisions over the legality of online piracy.
C. Hackers.
D. DVD rental stores.
6. How do Grokster and Kazaa work?
A. They send millions of digital copies of new films to users.
B. They help interconnected users to exchange digital files on their computers.
C. They post movies and other contents on their websites.
D. They offer downloading service for a fee.
7. At this point, the law seems to be on the side of
A. movie studios
B. P2P software designers
C. individual movie downloaders
D. hackers
8. Movie studios see as an effective means to ward themselves off online
piracy.
A. lawsuits against P2P networking companies
B. lawsuits against P2P networking users
C. their own movie downloading service
D. buying Grokster and the likes

Listen for Details

Episode 1

Directions: Watch the video clip once and decide whether the following statements are true
or false. Write T for true and F for false.

1.] | US movie studio managers believe the future of the industry is at stake because
of online piracy.

2. | Movies illegally downloaded in one single day in the US are numbered in the
millions.
3. | Movie downloading via the P2P network is free and will keep growing.

4. | Chernin urged college kids to stop downloading on a summit of studio moguls.
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5. | A lot of movies are available for downloading even before their premieres.
Episode 2

Directions: Watch the video clip once and tick three of the following items which were
NOT mentioned as a way for pre-released movies to get on the Internet.

1. stealing a digital copy from the editor’s room

2. stealing a print from companies that do subtitles or special effects

3. bootlegging from DVDs for sale

4. bootlegging from DVDs sent to movie reviewers or ad agencies

5. recording a film during a screening with a digital camcorder

6. stealing a print from the composer and turn it into a digital copy

Episode 3

Directions: Watch the video clip twice and fill in the table below. Write NO MORE THAN
THREE words for each answer.

The Debate over P2P Technology
Rosso | ¥¢ P2P network can’t be shut down because (1)
' v< Instead of charging the users for downloading its (2) ,
Grokster is (3) , just like a (4)
¥ (5) use Grokster every month.
' Y Grokster is used to download (6) , movies, software and
(7) .
| ¥¢ The entertainment industry should accept the ruling that Grokster is
(8) what the downloaders are doing. The
verdict is not a mere (9)
Correspondent | ¥t Rosso’s statement that he has no (10) _______ over what people
download is merely a (11) p 1l es ¥
¥¢ Grokster is literally (12) , allowing and helping people
(13)
Shyamalan ¥¢ Rosso shouldn’t be totally (14) with putting a stolen

| piece of material on his site.

Episode 4

Directions: Watch the video clip twice and list the four means Hollywood studios resort to
in their effort to combat online piracy.
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1. Following ;

|89

. Airing ;

3. Keeping ;

4. Hiring

Episode 5

Directions: Watch the video clip once and answer the following questions briefly.

1. What is the way millions of American consumers want to get their entertainment?

(8]

. How many Americans are estimated to have downloaded file-sharing software onto
their computers?

3. Instead of stopping movie downloading entirely, what will studios do?

4. What does Peter Chernin call Rosso and his likes?

5. What a fee do consumers pay to download a film from Movielink?

6. What docs Chernin think is a precondition for Movielink to be successful?

Recapping the story drawing on your notes and

global listening exercises

askils Discussing information and issues presented in
the program



