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nit 7 )
The Revolution in Education

<\7 l. Try to Find the Gems
You might have learned of the saying, “ Technology will never replace teachers. ” Please fill in the

blanks with proper words to make the following sentences meaningful as well as grammatical.
1. Technology is anything invented after you were
2. No matter how nice, technology will never replace your nice parents or

3. A good teacher gives you something to take home to think about besides

@f Il. Global Listening and Reading (GLR)
Please take the following FOUR steps to learn effectively.

Step One
Listen to each of the passages and then read the ten statements and questions following it.
For Statements 1-8, write on the line before each statement :
T (for True) if the statement agrees with the information given in the passage;
F (for False) if the statement contradicts the information given in the passage;
NG (for Not Given) if the statement is not given in the passage.
For Questions 9-10, write the answers on the lines according to the passage you have just listened to.
Step Two
If the passage proves to be too difficult for you to understand by the first listening, then look at the list of the
new words and read them aloud before listening to the passage again.
Step Three
If you still have difficulty in understanding some parts of it by the second listening , then read the audio script
in detail to improve your understanding. And check your answers to the ten statements and questions.
Step Four
Now if you can understand the material well by reading, listen to the record again for consolidation of
listening comprehension without glancing at the audio script.

@ Passage 1 California’s textbook Project

= Statements and Questions
1. California was the first state in the nation to offer digital textbooks, and it started with high
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school math and science last autumn.

2. Digital Textbook Initiative is a new program first advocated in California.

3. Serious financial problems made the state cut the spending in schools.

4. California provided digital math and science materials for high school students earlier this
year, and these had to meet at least nineteen percent of the state’s learning requirements.

5. California required all schools to take digital textbooks for their students.

6. Schools in California using digital textbooks are tuition-free for students.

7. CK12 Foundation hired teachers and other education professionals to write and edit digital
textbooks and the money came from its own.

8. Many high school teachers take negative attitude toward the widespread use of digital
textbooks.

9. How often does California approve traditional textbooks?

10. Susan Martimo, a California Department of Education official, says some schools with

will be the first to use digital textbooks, but only in addition to their traditional books.
< New Words to Learn before Listening to the Pdssage Again <
1. digital [ 'didgitol] . MF/H0/ TR ()

2. initiative [i'mifiotiv]  n.  EV/BUREE, HOURH, B a mxzxmm meas Ethﬂ‘.l -
3. edit ['edit] o Gl BT n (cllql ) éﬁﬁlﬂ? ffhﬁ )

S S A A A A A 1 e I Y A

¢ Audlo Scrlpt for Further Understand/ng
California has a new program called the Digital' Textbook

Initiative’.
ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER: “ Starting this fall with high
school math and science, we will be the first state in the nation — the

first state in the nation — to provide schools with a state-approved list of

digital textbooks. ”

That was Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger in June, talking about his effort to get schools to use materials
available free on line. He listed reasons why he thinks digital textbooks make sense. California approves traditional
textbooks in six-year cycles. Digital ones can offer the latest information. They lighten the load of school bags. They
save paper and trees, and make learning more fun and interactive. And lastly, he said, they help schools with their
finances. The state has had to make severe cuts in school spending because of deep financial problems. More than six
million students attend California public schools.

Earlier this year, California invited content developers to offer digital math and science materials for high
schools. These had to meet at least ninety percent of the state’s learning requirements. Specially trained teachers
examined sixteen textbooks and approved ten of them. Six of the ten were published by the CK12 Foundation. Co-
founder Neeru Khosla says the nonprofit group had been developing digital science and math books for about two
years. The foundation paid teachers and other education professionals to write and edit’ them. The money came from a
group financed by the Khosla family. The AMAR Foundation also supports projects in India.

California cannot require schools to use the digital textbooks. Individual school districts will have to decide for

themselves. Susan Martimo, a California Department of Education official, says she does not expect widespread use
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right away. Her best guess is that some schools with a lot of technology will be the first to use them, but only in
addition to their traditional books. School administrators point out that the text may be free on line, but students need
a way to access them. Not everyone has a computer or electronic reader. Schools could print out copies, but that would

not help the environment. Also, there is the cost to train teachers to use digital textbooks effectively. (363 words)

@ Passage 2 Is Online Learning Good or Bad?

= Statements and Questions

____ 1. Online learning has grown in full blossom in forty-two states of the United States.

__2.The students attending Virtual School have earned higher grades than those taking the same
courses in the traditional way.

3. The advent of Internet in the 1990s has led to the change of school idea.

4. Although online learners may learn at different times and different places, they may discuss
together through text, video or voice at fixed time.

5. A new report from the Center for Evaluation and Education Policy at Indiana University says
80 cities in US have full-time virtual schools.

_ 6. Students who have passed the A. P. test will certainly go to college.

7. Online teachers may teach students who live far away in different nations.

8. Studies have found that virtual schools help reduce the operating costs only to some extent.

9. Which state requires all students to have an online learning experience before they finish high

school ?

10. Fifty-six thousand students were enrolled since December at the Florida Virtual School that offers

more than courses today.

« New Words to Learn before Listening to the Passage Agam <

1 etimliat [mmuld] e

2.as of - : . phr prep.
3. charter schools phr. n.

4, Indmnapohs {mdm naepohs} ‘ o

Forty-two of the fifty American states offered some kind of
public online learning this past school year. One state, Michigan,
now requires all students to have an online learning experience
before they finish high school. Even the idea of a school has changed
since the rise of the Internet in the 1990s. A new report from the

Center for Evaluation and Education Policy at Indiana University

says eighteen states have full-time virtual schools. There are no

buildings. All classes are online. Online learners might work at different times. But there might be set times for class
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discussions—by text, voice or video—and virtual office hours for teachers. Florida started the first statewide public
virtual school in the United States in 1997. Today, the Florida Virtual School offers more than ninety courses. Fifty-six
thousand students were enrolled’ as of® December. Almost sixty percent were female. The school’s website says each
student was enrolled in an average of two classes. Two-thirds were also enrolled in public or charter schools’. Charter
schools are privately operated with public money. Other students are home-schooled or in private school. Florida
Virtual School has now opened the Florida Virtual Global School. Students in other countries pay for classes. Janet
Hiking teaches an English class. She lives in Indianapolis’, Indiana. Her students live as far away as Africa and
Japan. She says they are taking her Advanced Placement class’ to prepare for attending an American college. They
can earn college credits by passing the A. P. test.

So how good are virtual schools? Studies have shown mixed results, as that new report from Indiana University
notes. For example, students at Florida Virtual School earned higher grades than those taking the same courses the
traditional way. And they scored higher on a statewide test. But virtual school students in Kansas and Colorado had
lower test scores or performed at a lower level than traditional learners. Studies also find that virtual schools may not
save much in operating costs. Education experts say the mixed results suggest the need for more research to find the
best ways to teach in virtual schools. Also, they say schools of education need to train more teachers to work in both

physical and virtual classrooms. (374 words)

9* lll. Information Related to the Text (IRT)

echnology is on the verge of fundamentally reshaping the American education system. In

T particular, the technology to deliver full-length courses online is rapidly becoming a

reality. The creation and delivery of courses over the Web will be the driving force for educational

change in the 21st century. The computer will allow the creation of “learn by doing” courses

designed by the best and the brightest experts in any given field. Quality universities will put their

names on these courses, and companies will create them, guaranteeing employment to those who
pass them. This will create tremendous changes for everyone involved in the education system.

New role for teachers

The teaching of traditional academic subjects, first in elementary school and later in high
school, will be increasingly done via online courses. Eventually school libraries will contain hundreds
of these courses. Teachers will be left to provide things that technology cannot: personal one-to-one
tutoring; teaching kids how to work in a group to accomplish something; and teaching crucial
interpersonal relationship skills.

Initially teachers may feel disenfranchised by this. But an important opportunity will emerge for
teaching social skills that students desperately need, and teachers will understand they need to be
the ones to fill this role. Today there is a  push to measure teachers by their students’ test scores.
Tomorrow, teachers will be judged by more meaningful measures as we begin to value them for their
human qualities.

Not only will teachers act much more as social workers or guidance counselors in the future,
they will also give courses that explicitly focus on developing social and interpersonal skills. In many
ways these courses will resemble the kinds of programs provided by Outward Bound. The teacher will

be an advisor to the team, or a guide on an expedition. Right now teachers are authority figures.
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Once teachers move out of that role, they will eliminate a roadblock that prevents them from
connecting with the students who need the most guidance.

Changes in primary education

One of the biggest problems we have in elementary school is the amount of time kids are forced
to sit still. Sitting still is so hard, and it’s the last thing young children want to do. I’d rather see
kids spending more time playing than doing academics. While I think there is a valuable lesson in
teaching a seven-year-old to sit down and focus on a task, that task shouldn’t be doing 1,400
multiplication tables.

Elementary school should be simply about reading, writing and arithmetic, about acquiring
good work habits, and perhaps most importantly, about instilling a love of learning in each child. A
lot of what in today’s school system is considered extracurricular, like putting out a school paper,
which ought to be the curriculum. Students learn more that way than any other way.

New roles for schools

We are moving in a direction where everybody is staring at a computer or a television all day
and all night and not interacting with other people in a meaningful way. I think the schools will have
to be the counterbalance to this trend, to actively provide opportunities for social interaction and to
teach the skills required for successful interaction with other individuals. Part of the job of the school
must be to help students learn how to work together and to be a functional part of society.

The school itself will evolve into a sort of student or community center, where kids are engaged
in a variety of activities and projects. There will be a tremendous range of activities, but they will not
be as purely academic as they currently are. When students are not participating in these activities,
they will be taking online courses at home, or if the supervision there doesn’t allow it, at school.

Schools will become much more connected to the community around them as activities bring
students more and more into contact with their community. They will also become more connected to
local businesses, as students have the opportunity to engage in real-world jobs with local employers.
The school will become the center of the community in a much deeper way than it currently is.

Centralization of curriculum and instructional development and academic tutoring

The coming of ubiquitous networking technology will
lead to the centralization of key functions in the education
system, just as it has in the business world. I see this
happening in three key areas.

First, the delivery of education via online courses will
change the entire landscape of course development and
control of the curriculum. Each academic field will have its experts help create the courses in that
field. Consortiums of academic experts, educational technologists, and businesses will work to
develop, update, refine and improve these courses. As a society, we will be able to realize
tremendous efficiencies by developing these top-quality courses one time only. We will also realize a
tremendous improvement in course quality control. All students in the country will be able to select

from a wide range of top-quality courses in any subject that interests them.
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Second, the fiction of local control of education will become evident and a panel of education
experts, rather than local groups of well-meaning, but uninformed parents, will develop the
curriculum. There will be no point of local school boards arguing over which courses should or should
not be offered, when every imaginable expert-built course is available. A central body, comprised of
the country’s best experts on education and learning, with representatives from the various academic
fields, will assume control over the curriculum represented by the online courses.

Third, the advance of technology, in particular live videoconferencing, will lead to the creation
of a centralized pool of tutors for various subjects. Just as today’s companies have centralized phone
centers where customers can call in for service, we will see the creation of one-on-one tutoring
services provided via live videoconferencing. Having trouble with some calculus problems? Just
connect to the calculus tutoring center for a face-to-face session with an expert tutor. These learning
service centers will provide students across the country, no matter what community they live in, with

access to the best coaches available. (1,021 words)

Now please read the following statements 1-10, and write

T (for True) if the statement agrees with the information given in the paragraphs;
F (for False) if the statement contradicts the information given in the paragraphs;
NG (for Not Given) if the statement is not given in the paragraphs.

> Statements

__ 1. Companies will supply job opportunities to those college students who can pass the “learn by
doing” courses based on computer in their major fields.

2. During the 21st century, the teachers’ role is to provide new technology to students through
Web.

3. In the future, teachers will give up their authorities and become the figures somewhat like
personal guidance counselors for students.

4. The author thinks that to help children develop the love of learning in elementary school is
more important than to train them for academic purposes.

5. Since most students spend much time on computer and television, schools should work out
ways to help them quit the bad habit.

6. According to the author, schools should take an active role to help students cultivate useful
skills for successful social and personal interactions.

7. In the future, schools will be more connected to the local businesses because students will
have more chance to be involved in the working activities in those businesses.

8. In spite of the spread of online learning, the future course curriculum will still remain mostly
the same as the traditional one.

9. In the future, the curriculum will be developed by education experts as well as a group of
well-meaning parents.

__10. The advance of technology, such as live videoconferencing will lead to the unemployment of

many unqualified teachers.
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<7‘ IV. Confusing Vocabulary Discrimination (CVD)

1. [ continual ] adj. (usu. of bad things) going on all the time without stopping, or repeatedly: e. g. continual
harassment ( ANWrR9SEPL)

[ continuous ] adj. uninterrupted in time, sequence, substance or extent: e. g. a continuous flight ( /~[8] ¥
®AT)

2. [ genuine] adj. (1) actual; real; not fake or artificial; e. g. genuine paintings ( 3% %18 ) (2 ) sincere,
honest: e. g. a genuine apology ( ELi i) iE #K)

[ authentic]adj. (1)true: e. g. an authentic signature (E2£%4%) (2) worthy of trust, reliance, or belief:
e. g. an authentic confession ( 7] {55 (1)

3. [instant]adj. (1)coming or happening at once: e. g. pills with instant effect (FEZLZ5HL) (2) (of food
preparations ) that can very quickly and easily be made ready for use. : e. g. instant coffee ( FHZEMIYE) ( not

“instantaneous coffee” ) (3) urgent; imperative: e. g. instant needs ( 275 )

[ instantaneous ] adj. present or occurring at once: e. g. five victims of instantaneous death in a car accident
(TR Y BN BE 2 1) 4 B HER )

4. [flaw]n. (1) crack or fault; imperfection: e. g. flaws in the jade ( F b HIHZHE) (2) mistake: e. g. an
explanation full of flaws (il H H I f#FE) (3)a defect or shortcoming in something intangible; e. g.
Impatience was the greatest flaw in his character. (it B KA 55 st Rk = il o)

[ defect] n. fault or lack that spoils a person or thing; deficiency :e. g. defects in present social system. ( 34T
B R ZAL) sthe defect of his character (PR BRI )

[ mistake]n. (1) misconception or wrong understanding: e. g. There are mistakes in your understanding of
this issue. (YRXTXAN M) BEfF A F51R ) (2) an error or a fault resulting from defective judgment ; things
done incorrectly ; e. g. spelling mistakes (BB 551R)

5. [ imaginative ] adj. having a lively imagination:e. g. an imaginative art work ( AL L ARES)

[ imaginary ] adj. existing only in imagination; unreal:e. g. imaginary romance ( FEFIH % S 5)
[ imaginable] adj. conceivable in the imagination; able to be imagined: e. g. adversity imaginable ( T] LJAE
R )

6. [ vocation]n. (1) ( ~for/to sth. ) a strong feeling that one is called to do and qualified for, a certain kind
of work, esp. a social or religious career:e. g. vocation to the ministry ( \ZEHUIF A9 Ay /86) (2) ( ~ for
sth. ) natural liking or aptitude for a certain type of work:e. g. She has vocation for dancing. (I A= 5f J2 Bk
#EMIBL L) (3) a regular occupation, trade or profession: e. g. take acting as his vocation ( UL BAE A
k)

[ career]n. (1)profession or occupation:e. g. a career in journalism (i TAE) (2)the general course or
progression of one’s working life or the development of a party: e. g. the career of the Communist Party (L
FER B &) (3) quick or violent forward movement; e. g. run in full career ( K }i)

7. [ simulate]». (1)to pretend to have or feel: e. g. simulate happiness (R3EE34) (2)to reproduce certain
condition by means of a model; to imitate: e. g. simulate conditions in outer space (LA K 25 A HE)
(3)to take on the appearance, form or sound of sb. /sth. : e. g. The butterfly simulates a dead leaf. ( W33
J— F A )

[ mimic]v. (1)to copy the appearance of sb. or sth. to make fun: e. g. mimic his father’s voice (AE{ 142
SEMIATE) (2) to resemble closely: e. g. marble polished to mimic jade (3055 B E A 1 AHA )

8. [assemble]v. (1)to come together; collect:e. g. The whole staff assembled in the hall. ( £k R TYEKT
4 .) (2)1to fit (parts) together: e. g. assemble the furniture( 435K E.)

[ resemble]v. to be like or similar to (sb. else or sth. else) :e. g. She resembles her father in looks. (i {<15
Bt 3% )
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9. ['proficient]adj. ( ~in/at sth. / doing sth. ) doing or able to do sth. in a skilled or an expert way: e. g.
proficient at operating computer (X&i@iTEHLAIEENE) )
[ competent]adj. ( ~ as/at/in sth. ); ( ~to do sth. ) having the necessary ability, authority, skill, or
knowledge : e.g. He is competent at his work. ( fh BEREATAR B9 TAE,)
10. [ comply with]phr. v. to do sth. as one is requested, commanded; obey: e. g. She refused to comply with
what her boss requested. (4545 iR M EMAIER )
[ subject]v. ( ~sb. /sth. to sth. ) (1)to bring a country or a person under one’s control: e. g. Napoleon
subjected most of Europe to his rule. (EBECEIE T BRMAI AT o) (2)to cause sh. /sth. to experience
or undergo sth: e. g. He was subjected to guilt. (AW 32 NIKHTE )

Choose the best answer to complete each of the following sentences, making it logical and grammatical.

1.The __ interruption from others prevented us from completing the project as scheduled.
A. continuous B. continual C. continued D. continuing
2. Before his death, Mr. Johnson gave a/an ___ apology to his wife for his being so rude to her
during their marriage time.
A. realistic B. inauthentic C. unreal D. genuine
3. Mr. Wu promised to give a hand when his friend was in ____ need of help.
A. instant B. intense C. spontaneous D. instantaneously
4. The expert indicated that the ___ in our present education system is that too much focus has been
put on exams.
A. mistakes B. faults C. error D. defect
5. What you described is a fiction. It is ____ prosperity. \
A. imaginable B. imagining C. imaginary D. imaginative
6. At the end of his life, the old man looked back on his _ and he sadly found that it was a
failure.
A. progress B. development C. vocation D. career
7. To make her parents pleased, she carefully _ that she was happy.
A. mimicked B. imitated C. simulated D. assimilated
8. Linda __ her twin sister in looks as well as characters.
A. assembles B. resembles C. looks alike D. seems like
9. You’ll feel regretful if you hire this man. He is not ____in this work.
A. proficiency B. good C. qualifying D. competent
10. The old woman’s strange behavior ____ her son to ridicule.
A. put B. subjected C. forced ‘D. abused

1. Fast Reading (FR)

In this part, you will have 10 minutes to go over one or two passages quickly and then read following

ten statements. For statements 1-10, write :



Unit 1 The Revolution in Education

T (for True)if the statement agrees with the information given in the passages;
F (for False) if the statement contradicts the information given in the passages;
NG (for Not Given)if the statement is not given in the passages.

<« Passage 1 » The American Education System

International students who come to the United States may wonder about their American
classmates’ prior education. Due to its local variations, the American education system appears
confusing. In addition, the structure and procedures at American universities differ somewhat from
other systems, the British model, for example. This is a brief overview of the American school and
university systems.

To begin with, because the country has a federal system of government that has historically
valued local governance, no country-level education system or curriculum exists in the United
States. The federal government does not operate public schools. Each of the fifty states has its own
Department of Education that sets guidelines for the schools of its own. Public schools receive funding
from the individual state, and also from local property taxes. Public colleges and universities receive
funding from the state in which they are located. Each state’s legislative body decides how much will
be given to public colleges and universities. Students in grades 1-12 do not pay tuition. College and
university students do pay tuition, but many of them earn scholarships or receive loans. Much of the
control of American public schools lies in the hands of each local school district. Each school district
is governed by a school board: a small committee of people elected by the local community or
appointed by the local government. The school board sets general policies for the school district and
ensures that state guidelines are met.

Generally, school districts are divided into elementary schools, middle schools, and high
schools. Elementary schools are composed of students in kindergarten and grades 1-5. Most children
attend kindergarten when they are five-years-old. Children begin grade one at six. Middle school is
composed of students in grades 6-8 and high school contains grades 9-12. High school students are
required to take a wide variety of courses such as in English, mathematics, science, and social
science. They may also be required to take foreign language or physical courses, and they may elect
to take music, art or theatre courses. Many high schools also offer vocational training courses. A
course can be one semester or two semesters in length. The academic year generally begins in mid
August and ends in early June.

In the United States, education is compulsory for all students until the age of sixteen to eighteen
depending on the individual state. According to the U. S. Census Bureau, 89% of people aged 18 to
24 were high school graduates in 2006. Most high school students graduate at the age of seventeen or
eighteen. A student graduates after he or she has successfully passed all the required courses. Grades
are given to students for each course at the end of each semester. The grading scale is A
(excellent) , B (above average) , C (average), D (below average), and F (failing). A student
who fails a required course must repeat the course. The U. S. Census Bureau reports that 58% of high
school graduates were enrolled in colleges or universities in 2006. Students have the option of
attending a two-year community college (also known as a junior college ) before applying to a four-

year university. Admission to community college is easier, tuition is lower, and class sizes are often



