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LESSON ONE

Communicative Functions

Announcing news; expressing strong emotions: pleasure, con-

gratulations and surprise

a. Congratulations!

(Harding Coleman, an American teacher, intends to apply

for a place at a university back at home. Later he reveals

a piece of good news to Huang.)

Coleman:

Huang:

Coleman:

Huang:

Coleman:

Huang:

Coleman:

Good morning, Huang.

Good morning, Harding.

I was wondering if I could ask you to do me a favour.
Sure, what isit? 1 will certainly help if I can.

As the academic year is soon coming to anend I've
begun to think about what I will be doing next year.
One of my options is to return to the States to pick up
my teaching career there. Another is to apply for a
place in one of the graduate schools there to study
for a doctorate degree.

1 see.

So I've begun to make applications to various
schools and universities either for teaching or
research. However, they feel that it would be
advisable for me to have a reference from this

University.



Huang:

Coleman:

Huang:

Coleman:

Huang:

Coleman:

Coleman:

Huang:

Coleman:

Huang:
Coleman:

Well, this seems to be the usual practice in any coun-
tries. It is also common here in China. A letter
of reference in this case would likely give a descrip-
tion of the responsibilities of the person being referred
to in the department concerned, and perhaps some
comments as to the quality of his performance,
Exactly. That's just what I nced.

OK. That'll be no problem. In fact I'll be glad to
do it, But when do you need it?

['ll be very appreciative if you can have it ready by the
end of the month with some extra copies. Hercarea
couple of stamped addressed envelopes. [ hope this
is not too great an inconvenience for you.

No, by no means. [I'll make sure to post them before
the month cnds.

Thank you again for doing this for me.

Hello, Huang. Can you spare me just 4 few minutes?
I'm sorry, I'm busy. But if you could come back
this afternoon, any time will do.

Look, Huang. I don’t know how to put it; but
it'’s rather urgent! Could you possibly...?

OK. But only ten minutes, all right?

Thank you .... Well, to cut a long story short, I
assume you remember writing those letters of reference
for me about a month ago. Ever since, ['ve been
expecting replies from the institutions [ applied to.
Now, word’'s come from Harvard University that [



Huang:

Coleman:

Huang:

Coleman:

Huang:

Coleman:

Huang:

Coleman:

Huang:

must go back to the States for an interview with
them.

Oh, that's good news! My congratulations! Well,
what can I do for you?

I'd like to usk for permission for a short leave of a
week, for the interview, you know. It matters a great
deal to me. If I can make a good impression on
them and satisfy them, I may be granted a fellowship
which would cover my tuition and fees, books, living
expenses and everything.

I can see how much it fheans to you, but....

I understand what you mean. TI'll make sure the
students won’t lose anything on account of my ab-
serice. As a matter of fact I'm planning to give
some extra lessons before I leave so that they won't
miss anything,

I’'m glad to hear that. You should know that one
of my responsibilities is to see that every course is
completed according to the teaching plan in terms of
subject matter and time.

1 will check up the student’s schedule and make
arrangements to compensate for the classes I'll
miss in their free time.

Fine. that’ll be fair to both you and the students.
I think that settles it then, doesn’t it?

Yes, I'm véry happy about it, but I'm sorry about the
inconvenience [ may be causing you and the students.
It's all right.  Let me congratulate you then and wish

you a pleasant journey and every success in your inter-
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view,

Coleman: Thank you very much, and see you again in a week.

b. Something fantastic!
(Linda and Sally are next-door neighbours. They are

having a chat over tea.)

Linda™Sally!

Sally: Hello, Linda. I’'m just making a cup of tea. Would
you like one?

Linda: Oh, yes, thanks. Then I must go to pick the kids up
from school.

Sally: Um, Bobby is growing fast all of a sudden, isn’t he?

Linda: Deon't I know it. I had to give away a whole lot of
his clothes to Oxfam last week. He couldn’t get into
them any more.

Sally: Now Linda, you don’t know how I envy you.

Linda: You envy me?

Sally: You can’t suppose we don’t have children because we
don’t want them.

Linda: Well, yes. This is what I thought. Not everybody
wants kids.

Sally: Well, we do.

Linda: Oh, I'm sorry. Isn’t there something, some treatment,
perhaps?

Sally: Oh, 1 haven’t given up hope.

Linda: Here is me envying you.

Sally: What for?

Linda: You've both got good jobs. You've got everything



Sally:

Linda:

Sally:

Linda:

Sally:

Linda:

Sally:

Linda:

Sally:

Linda:

Sally:

Linda:

Sally:

Linda:

Sally:

in your home that I'd like to have but can’t afford.
You go off to smashing places for holidays.

But you went to New York last year.

Oh, Sally, I'm not grumbling, not really. I'm very
happy. Just I wish we had more money.

Well, did you do any more about getting a job?

No.

I thought you were so keen.

I was. I still am. But let’s face it: I'm too old and
too dim to get anything worthwhile.

Don’t be so silly.

Anyone over 30 doesn’t stand a chance.

Well, now, I know it is more difficult.

I've got to do something. Make some extra money.
I can’t stand always being short.

Lin, I wonder — has Brian ever thought of going into
the commercial field?

It’s the obvious answer, isn’t it? But he won't listen
to me.

This company Colin works for is doing well. They
go into everything, you know, including property.
I'm sure he'll put in a word for Brian.

That'd be great! He might take notice of Colin. I'd
better try and get a job myself even if it is only working
in a supermarket.

Here! What about becoming an agent for one of those
cosmetics firms, ... Oh, here it is. Look, Hermena
Cosmetics. Either fill in the form, or just ring that

nurmber.



Linda:

Sally:
Linda:
Sally:
Linda:
Sally:
Linda:
Sally:
Linda:
Saily:
Linda:
Sally:
Linda:
Sally:

Linda:

Sally:

Linda:

Sally:

I will do it.

Linda, oh, Lin!

What!

Something fantastic!

What is 1t?

I'm pregnant!

Oh, Sally! That is fantastic!

It is, isn’t it?

How far?

What?

How far gone are you?

Three months,

Why didn’t you tell me?

I didn’t dare, you know. Superstitious. But it is
absolutely definite. You don’t know what it means
after all.

Of course, I do. We ought to celebrate, champagne
or something?

No, no. No celebrating. The doctor says I have got
to take it dead quiet. I must stop work and, well,
spend most of the time in bed.

Well, that's OK. TI'll help where I can, shopping
or ...

Thanks then. You know, I fee]l so excited.

Dialogue Notes

1. British English and American English are two types of English. Their
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standard forms are both correct English. The differences between them
are chiefly regional (often they are treated as two dialects of the same lan-
guage), and found at phoneclogical, and lexical levels. Here ‘mail” in
American English is used as “post” in British English. The student
should learn to be consistent in his use of the language.

2. Oxfam: a charity organization which has shops selling second-hand
clothes and arts and crafts from developing countries. The money is
donated to third world countries, mainly, in Africa.

3. Just: used here in the sense of “only”.

4. Hermena Cosmetics: a fictitious cosmetics company.

Additional Expressions

Expressing good news
I've got a place in the graduate school !
['ve got the job I told you about !
I've passed my examinations !
I'm leaving for Beijing for my holidays!
Expressing congratulations
Congratulations !
That’s great (wonderful) !
How marvellous !
What wonderful news !
Good for you !
1 ¢nvy you!
Very good indeed !
Well done !
Expressing suiprise
How fantastic / incredible / cxtraordinary !
That's absolutely amazing / fantastic !
What a surprise !

Practice
1. Practise in pairs. You will announce a piece of gcod news, and your
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