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Abstract

2011 is a memorable year in the history of the development of
philanthropy undertakings in China. The notable “Guo Meimei Event” ignited
the bomb of trust crisis among charitable GONGOs (government-organized
NGOs), and drove the public to reflect and discuss the institutional weakness
of GONGOs and how to reform them. On the other side, the rise of the
“Micro-philanthropy ” ( wei gongyi) brought new ideas and modes of
philanthropy participation, presenting the great power of grassroots NGOs
and their admirable creativeness.

The book attempts to review systematically the development of charitable
donations. charitable organizations, laws and regulations, voluntary service
and philanthropic action in 2011. We discover that the “Guo Meimei Event”
had dealt a blow to the public trust of charitable GONGOs, but it did not
cause sharp decline of charitable donations. The amount of donations in China
dropped from 59. 68 billion in 2010 to 49. 01 billion RMB, and the donation
per capita decreased from 44. 5 RMB to 36. 4 RMB. However, if excluding the
restricted donations 9. 33 billion RMB to the Qinghai Yushu Earthquake, the
declining rate of donations is only 2. 73% lower than that in 2010. In terms of
charitable organizations, the number of the foundations still increased
notably; particularly, the private foundations (fei gongmu jijinhui) had made
striking growth over past years and had outnumbered the public foundations
since early 2011.In terms of charity laws and regulations, although the
legislation of philanthropy did not made substantive progress in the central
authority, some local government had actively to break through the
institutional restriction regarding the registration of charitable organizations,

the rights to public fundraising and information disclosure. In terms of



voluntary service, the number of volunteers in 2011 is larger than 60 million
and around 20 million of them were registered volunteers; the economic value
of service is around 6.6 billion RMB. Finally, the “micro-philanthropy”
activities ( exemplified by the “free lunch plan”) launched by grassroots
organizations began to mushroom in 2011, which changed the traditional
mode of giving, and devise various creative activities to participate
philanthropy.

Additionally, we discover that the provincial donations took on three
characteristics in 2011. First, the amount of donations in each province is still
small. Second, the donations differentiated apparently among different
provinces. Finally, the level of donations in eastern, interior and western
China had emerged in stair distribution, and the donations in eastern China
was significantly larger than that in interior and western China. Put in
shortly, the three characteristics of provincial donations are in line with the
level of economic development in China. We propose that charitable donations
are positively related to the economic growth.

Key words: China; Charity; Public Trust Crisis; Micro-Philanthropy;

Charity Development Index
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Abstract;: This article will briefly review the development of philanthropic
undertaking in 2011. The data indicates that, the philanthropy sector was
dragged to some extent by the domino effect of public trust crisis triggered by
the “Guo Meimei Event”. The public donation nationwide dropped from 59. 68
billion RMB in 2010 to 49. 01 billion in 2011, and the donation per capita de-
creased from 44. 5 RMB to 36. 4 RMB. However, if excluding the directional do-
nation 9. 33 billion RMB to Qinghai Yushu Earthquake in 2010, the public dona-

tion only dropped by 2. 73%. Therefore, we should not exaggerate the negative



