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Foreword

Mr. Lloyd E. Cotsen, former President of Neutrogena Corporation, is a well-known art collector and
philanthropist in Los Angeles, USA. In his early years at Princeton University he studied architecture
and archaeology, and participated in archaeological excavation of ancient Greek sites. He also took

courses in Chinese art history, which triggered his interest in Chinese art.

Mr. Cotsen started collecting ancient Chinese bronze mirrors at the beginning of 1950s. His collection
reflects his preference gradually formed during decades of collecting activity. Mr. Cotsen is most
interested in old mirrors dating back to the Zhou dynasty and Warring States period. He also pays
attention to mirrors of the typical styles of each period, mirrors made with special techniques, and

artifacts related to bronze mirrors. All of these made his collection unique and charming.

Mr. and Mrs. Cotsen once visited the Shanghai Museum during their stay in China, and were
impressed by its collections. He expressed his wish to donate his collection of ancient bronze mirrors
to the Shanghai Museum, as he believes that returning these mirrors to where they came from is
the best way to help China protect its cultural heritage. It is also a support to the bilateral agreement

signed by the United States of America and China to protect Chinese archaeological materials.

In the year of the 60th Anniversary of the Shanghai Museum, Mr. Cotsen kindly donated 90 sets (91
pieces) of his ancient bronze mirrors to the Shanghai Museum, which fulfilled the wish he has had
for many years. We are grateful for his support to the Shanghai Museum and the cultural heritage
undertakings of China. To express our thankfulness, we carefully selected the most representative
pieces of his donation to hold the exhibition “World in Mirror: Selected Bronze Mirrors from Lloyd

Cotsen’s Donation”. We hope the visitors will enjoy the charm of the cultural heritage.

Chen Xiejun

Director, Shanghai Museum
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