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Chapter One
The Historical View of Puritanism
in the Poetry of Colonial America

Abstract. Poetry in early colonial America concerns the life, hope, success and
culture among the immigrants. It aims at advertising the “New World” and enjoys
more narrative than lyric elements. Puritan poets of this period often integrated
Puritan ideology into historical narration, thus forming a particular historical view
of Puritanism. Besides, they used their personal or historical narration in their
poetry to illustrate Puritan doctrines, thus forming a typical mode of Puritan imag-
ination. Although poets’ imagination, their imagery and symbolic language were
not in accordance with Christian ideology, poetry, because of its unique artistic
form, became the most effective way for colonial people to express their love of
life and faith in God.

Key words: Puritan poetry; historical view of Puritanism; Puritan imagination
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@ Horace, “Art of Poetry,” Critical Theory Since Plato, edited by Hazard Adams, New York: HBJ,
1971, p.73.

@ Robert E. Spiller, ed. , Literary History of the United States, New York : Macmillan, 1955, p. 54.
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