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Foreword

From 2009 to 2010, for more than four months, for my work, I went to 3 regions of China’s Heilongjiang
Province, including Harbin, to do on-the-spot investigation and research. The unique natural environment
of the northeast region, the different historical development situation and influences from neighboring
countries have created a strong distinctive architectural landscape - such as the tall, majestic churches,
exotic shopping malls, a train station which is regarded as a regional visual center, and colorful Russian
houses with excellent construction aspects. All these impressed me unforgettably. Amazed by their beauty
and delicacy, I used my pen to passionately record the visual information of architecture of the northeast
region in my spare time. Now | have approximately 100 sketches here.

In 2012, as recommended by Mr. Zhou Ding of Academy Press, I agreed to compile a book titled Memory
of the Old Home in Sketches. With an uncontrollably strong feeling, I chose, without hesitation, to repre-
sent and introduce the architectural landscape of the Northeast. On the one hand, I want to show the cul-
tural characteristics of the architecture. On the other hand, I want to express my memory of them.

Three regions presented in this book are distinctive, but also integrated into Northeast regional culture. In
Part I, about Harbin City, religious architecture, commercial buildings, cultural blocks, Performance and
service buildings and dwellings are both presented. In Part II, about Qigihar City and Ang’angxi District,
mainly local architecturally distinctive churches, train stations and dwellings are introduced. In Part III,
about Hengdaohezi township of Hailin City, historic buildings of the town are the main research object.
Objective descriptions and sketches enable readers to understand the history, ethnic aspects, architectural
features, religion, and living habits of people in the region.

At the completion of this book, special thanks go to those who helped me: leaders of Academy Press who
provided me the opportunity to compile and publish; my students who gave me a lot of useful comments
and suggestions. Also thanks to my family, friends and all others who helped me.

Wang Anan
March, 2013
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Saint Sophia Church

Located in Daoli District, Har-
bin City, it is China's largest
Russian Orthodox Church
and a typical example of
Russian classical Byzantine
style. Construction began
in 1923 and was completed
in 1932. Now it's a national
key cultural relic listed under
state protection.




CEIXTETIXETLT))

FHEEREERN T FH
Bk, AHEATTHA, EMM
AR, BN —AE KM
WEPER R E TG RENRK
/INRRIE PR E TR, FER T EK
ST R o

Saint Sophia Church « Lay-
out

The plane is east-west cross
shape with four doors. At the
top of the main entrance is a
bell tower. The roof is a huge,
onion shaped dome com-
manding the four wings of
different sizes of tent-shaped
tops.
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Saint Sophia Church « Main Entrance

It stands out with varied concentric circle arcs. Bilaterally symmetri-
cal red bricks form crosses to symbolize the connected spirit with
the mind of God.
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Saint Sophia Church « Side
Entrance

It is perfectly integrated with
surrounding multilayer mold-
ings as an embedded con-
stituent and contributes to
form a polyhedron structure.




