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@ AIRCRAFT CARRIERS: A NATION AFLOAT

Aircraft Carriers:
A Nation Afloat

n aircraft carrier is an enormous
Awarship, a veritable airfield in the
middle of an ocean. The first aircraft
carrier—the Kitty Hawk—went into service

in 1961. Since then, three more classes

of carriers have improved on the original

design, integrating new technology and

changing to meet the military needs of the
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veritable adj. Z& L 36y; JLEM
28Ry,

1

o



TIMED READINGS PLUS IN SOCIAL STUDIES V

age. The most modern of these behemoths is the nuclear-powered
Nimitz-class carrier. The next class of carrier, the CVNX-1 design, is
likely to go into service some time about 2013.

Nicknamed a “flattop” because of the expansive flight deck
built above the larger fangar deck, a Nimitz-class carrier can
accommodate more than 6,000 people and 85 aircraft. Because a
tour of duty for the troops may last six months, almost every activity
imaginable is carried out onboard. Meals are served around the clock;
and entertainment, education, and health and business services are
as much a part of life as military duties.

The carrier mission is tripartite. The deployment of carriers around

the globe is intended to provide a significant military presence. The
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behemoth n. E#; RAXH nickname p. %A%
hangar n. %huE around the clock &A%k R
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4@ AIRCRAFT CARRIERS: A NATION AFLOAT

carriers serve to defer hostile actions on the part of various countries,
they become a center of operations that serves United States forces
and allies, and they provide a base from which the United States
can protect its own forces and other friendly military forces and can

launch attacks.
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The Oregon Trail

efore the middle of the nineteenth

B century, only a handful of Americans
had crossed the continent of North
America overland. The earliest settlers
from the East often arrived by boat after

a yearlong voyage that took them south

into the Anfarctic waters, around the tip

of South America, and then back north
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T, EEBRNEDERBANRB4EeT B EIRAEENAFFBF M

continent n. X overland adv. it [E3%
voyage n. AT Antarctic adj. ##4Y



4 THE OREGON TRAIL

again. The Oregon Trail, by contrast, made it possible for people
from the East to reach the territories along the Pacific Coast in
only four to six months. In 1842 Dr. Elijah White led the first wagon
train to Oregon, and by 1843 the #rickle of emigrants heading west
became a river as more than 1,000 people made the trip. After the
discovery of gold in California in 1849, the river became a flood, and
wagon wheels carved so deeply into the ground that in places ruts
are still visible today.

The Oregon Trail began in Independence, Missouri, on the
Missouri River, and covered about 2,000 miles of prairies, mountains,
and deserts. Long, clrewifous, and difficult, it took advantage of the
routes established by Native Americans and European fur trappers,

which meandered around the region. Portions of it were mapped

Xo 1842%F, PRR - MEELRAE -2 FANINELRHESEIN; &
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trickle n. @ik rut n. F4Ht
circuitous adj. EEIthy; 4T meander p. B3
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during the Lewis and Clark Expedition (1804-1806). Later, a number
of businessmen financed the creation of trading posts along the
way. The trail was also used by the Army, sfagecoaches carrying
passengers from town to town, and even Pony Express riders who
were carrying the mail.

The long trip on the Oregon Trail was very dangerous. One person
in 10 died along the way—some from hunger, disease, or accidents,
and others in storms or by drowning. Families needed to carry about
1,000 pounds of nonperishable foods (such as flour and bacon, salt,
sugar, and coffee) in wagons drawn by oxen or mules. They also
carried water barrels, guns, ammunition, and tools, which left very
little space for bedding, clothes, books, and household items—or for

the pioneers themselves.

AISZITAEBY AR (1804~1806) WHIBERMERLHIMEB. BX, —HtE
ALRELBRY 3 RB0E. EAMFIA IR, BDEMIRBRIR
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stagecoach n. %34 % nonperishable adj. & %3R4y
mule n. 3EF ammunition n. 3#%; £X



4 THE OREGON TRAIL

Everyone who could walk did so. Many pioneers walked most
of the 2,000 miles. Native Americans, many of whom were /n/tially
helpful to the travelers, later became fostile as they watched their
homelands being overrun by these strangers.

As the network of fast and comfortable railroads connecting
American cities expanded westward, traffic on the Oregon Trail
declined. The completion of the transcontmerﬁl railroad in 1869

ended the Oregon Trail’s dominance as the primary route to the West.

IR ERY SMTRENASEDIBIE, NEESZBITBHASRL
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initially adv. & hostile adj. WA EEH
overrun ». & & dominance n. % %#
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The Prairie Schooner

eople traveled west, using wagons,
along the Oregon Trail. However,
2,000 rigorous miles were more challenging
than most wagons could manage. The

massive Conestoga wagons, popular in the

East for hauling freight since the eighteenth
century, were too unwieldy to negotiate

high mountain passes and freacherous river
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rigorous adj. F#&49 haul » 4i; 4%
unwieldy adj. X EH treacherous adj. ##4EEEH
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