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Part One Colonial America ;%g
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\g‘u FPESHRHEEH | Historical Background and Ideology | é
BE R (Background) ;
F{’I The first permanent English settlement in North America at James town , Virginia -
in 1617. BfEF 1617 4E7EALIE I 3 JE W A4 R AU iU 37 505 — Ak AP Rl
F 7 In 1629 the Puritans established the Massachusetts Bay Colony. 1629 4F—iit
TGRS T SRS M R

p:‘ Independent War ( 1776—1783 ) ; the formation of a Federative bourgeois

democratic republic—the United States of America. 157 % 4+ ( 1776—1783) , % /" Ffr
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EREAE R (Literary Features in Colonial Period)
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;3§ NERBERE [ Literary Terms ] !
1. American Puritanism (%@ 3 \2) - Puritanism was a religious re-

form movement that arose within the Church of England in the late sixteenth century.

Under siege from church and crown. it sent an offshoot in the third and fourth decades of
the seventeenth century to the northern English colonies in the New World—a migration
that laid the foundation for the religious, intellectual , and social order of New England.
Puritanism, however, was not only a historically specific phenomenon coincident with the
founding of New England; it was also a way of being in the world—a style of response to
lived experience—that has reverberated through American life ever since. Doctrinally,
Puritans adhered to the Five Points of Calvinism as codified at the Synod of Dort in
1619: (1) unconditional election (the idea that God had decreed who was damned and
who was saved from before the beginning of the world) ; (2) limited atonement ( the i-
dea that Christ died for the elect only) ; (3) total depravity (humanity’s utter corruption
since the Fall) ; (4) irresistible grace (regeneration as entirely a work of God, which
cannot be resisted and to which the sinner contributes nothing) ; and (5) the persever-
ance of the saints ( the elect,despite their backsliding and faintness of heart ,cannot fall a-
way from grace) . £ F 2 16 HCMTER EE 2 NHITH — R ESE. EH
2 EAREES T, T EE— D503 F 17 e = 00440 2 5 T KRG
AL 7 FE R, AT T AT SRS 24 BEE T S B R AL SRR F B A . W BE XA
FFE BT RS 2 L R E A 8, 1T H— BB TR EAE 2 — R A S 7. WX
B, EEOERIEIN/R IR T 1619 F 2R R B W EHIE R LAER: (1) XRA
PRk (FRA R ATET R KT, TR TE € i LARTRARLE T — B AMETTIRE0) 5 (2)
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A PR (BB 9P R R A E R H R R ITFE) 5 (3) 5E &M% ( A N Sz #
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2. Colonial America (JERITHIBIZEE) ; After the first voyage of Colum-

bus in 1492 ,the early 1600s witnessed the beginning of a great tide of emigration from

D | W

Europe to North America. Spanning more than three centuries, this movement grew from
a trickle of a few hundred English colonists to a floodtide of newcomers numbered in the

millions. Impelled by powerful and diverse motivations, they built a new civilization on a

(Jukt | 198 ~ it | 38)

once savage continent. On November 9,1620,the Mayflower ship landed at Cape Cod,
Massachusetts, with 101 colonists. This marked the establishment of the first American
colony and began the strenuous settlement in the world wholly new to them. During their
settlement , the Native Americans who met them possessed a tragic history of subjugation
and bloodshed by those strangers from abroad. 1492 RS 1 K & BB KBli 5,17
it 4 U K R A RO B BRI AL R KRl . 7EHE TR =242, 5 Ry A~
J& R R A Ak R 3T B RANEGRFEER . ol TSR] R A SRS, 1t 173X 7
JER KRG EE R SO, 1620 4E 11 F) 9 H 8% 101 (IEAMB R AL 5
PR R bR NS — A B R K ST, AT RS T R T T R SR M AR
W85 . SRl A R BEENHE L NG 3 T X 46 AR 1) IR B

2 American Dream (Z2E %) : The American Dream is the faith held by

many in the United States of America that through hard work , courage , and determination

one can achieve a better life for oneself, usually through financial prosperity. These were
values held by many early European settlers, and have been passed on to subsequent
generations, Nowadays the American Dream has led to an emphasis on material wealth
as a measure of success and/or happiness. 3% [ 8 245 % 1 K ZEAFFH 058 b1
FFEL S5 ) TA , S TE A S B 5E e o R AE S BB ) A 05 , i BT H 7o
AU TR RS RE AR, O — U2 T ok BIER X RS C 28 LYK
ft.

4. Great Awakening( SREUKRERIZEN) : Greal Awakening is a series of re-
ligious revivals that swept over the American colonies about the middle of the 18th cen-
tury. It resulted in doctrinal changes and influenced social and political thought. In
New England it was started (1734) by the rousing preaching of Jonathan Edwards. 5%#{
KR E a1 18 BT RIEH — RIVRHI NES . X—RINKFH
WA FHEFAR L A2 R RBOARE LR TIRZI W TN - RIBE
252 1734 S5 TF b iR SEAR 24 BERRIE B SR A o
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EFRIEG | Representative Writers and Their Works |
1. William Bradford BEER - TRAIEBIEE

William Bradford ( 1590—1657 ) was one of the greatest of colonial American,a

man large in spirit and wisdom, wholly consecrated to a mission in which he regarded
himself as an instrument of God. Bradford was bom of a yeoman farmer and a
tradesman’s daughter in Yorkshire. Orphaned in his first year by his father’s death and

trained for farming by relatives , almost without formal education, he was a well-read man

Bt e 1 4k Y T ik < (5

who brought a considerable library with him to Plymouth at the age of thirty. At the age
of eighteen, he accompanied the group to Holland to escape persecution. Then 13 years
later he was one of those who,on December 11 took on the Mayflower and entered Ply-
mouth Bay. From 1622 until his death, Bradford was reelected thirty times as governor.
A - A4 P A B (1590—1657) SRR AR AL RIT i 2 — , i 466 o 1, ST
BV S B b i) ) (o R A L P T A T AR L A 2 R, SRR
BB, SRR TIRM L. /250, R BRI FF IS K, HE & 54K, A % 52
WIEMMEE . BfbECHEREA,30 22 EFF MR RCSHEFH.
18 % i R BARIMA S THmigoa b Efr 22, 13 FFHREAN AL S, T
12 11 HSO S — A AR LR AR RS . AN 1622 452 B3 2 i, i 30
KB AL R B
Of Plymouth Plantation(CEF FEfEERE)
In 1630, Bradford began writing Of Plymouth Plantation, a story of these early

Americans and their long geographical and spiritual pilgrimage. His chronicle conveys
not only facts but also feelings because he imaginatively projects himself and his readers
into the experience of each moment. He makes a personal story out of the voyage, the
settlement,and the grim realities of “the starving time. " Through him, we share the
struggle , the fears,and the victories over the elements. In his manuscript, Bradford al-
ways keeps sight of signs of God’s judgment and providence. He sees the signs every-
where, so that, for example, the Indian interpreter Squanto becomes ™ an instrument sent
of God for their God in the same way as the Israelites’exodus from Egypt. ™ Bradlord
writes in the Puritan Plain Style, seldom using any metaphors or decorative language.
Certainly he found no need to decorate a chronicle of events so charged with excitement,

danger,and emotion. 7 {446 4 1630 4= TF0AE O R 5 R RS e o) e a1 i
IR RAEIX R it BT IERT g DLRABAT T 500 . 3 34 4F L LS 1 Ak
S LA R Y IERT A R G R A RS2 A D RUART 2] )
A ATAT G FR DL B 17— A~ A dv s MOl o, 132 4 A e Jgesz ) <)
I BT AR PRI f?r’_ FEA A bl v, AL t“"ﬁnt“"’lfiﬁl b Z 4%
MR BT IOP . BIA R b i EAEAS (e, () Wi fl 458 1 - HLig 353, J
PO LA SE X RH PR A ESR 2 AT EL 1A, r G AR 1 (26280 t.%fhlu L8 N F1 ik
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2. Anne Bradstreet 288 - RIS ES

Anne Bradstreet(1612—1672) is regarded as the first noteworthy American poet,
who was born in Northampton, England in 1612. Her Puritan father, Thomas Dudley,

was a steward of the estates of the earl of Lincoln. Thus Anne had the advantage of good

SE M

tutoring, with access to the earl’s considerable library. Then in 1630 she came to the
Massachusetts Bay Colony with her husband and her parents. The Bradstreets settled in
the frontier village of Andover, where Anne, under difficult conditions that tried her

faith, maintained a household and raised eight children. In spite of the hardships of ear-

(Juit | 1398 ~ 1okt | )

ly colonial life and the duties of her busy household,she had to defend her right to com-
pose verses. ‘LI < fHEVEEIEE R (1612—1672) 5 R MR B € E A — 1 iF
Ao T 1612 4 4 T3 [H 6 i 3 8RR, i S RAE S0 - ALEEE R — A
. CURHEREABEMER. XH, S/ A L2 2 B RIFARKESE B iE
FIUA A FEE BN KR . 1630 4F it BB A FF RS 5ok 3 T % i M
R, e REL 20 IR RS AR TS RAFZ R T Xt B, iRk
EA 8 N T LT R A T AR A 3 A 5 O A B 7R R AT hg
TACHAETE.

The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung Up in America
(ERifrEdL £ HIMAE B ET

Her first book , The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung Up in America ,was published in Eng-
land in 1650 and was a great success. Bradstreet’s finest poems are those closest to her
personal experience as a Puritan wife and mother living on the edge of the wilderness.
Like other Puritans,she found similarities between the domestic details of daily life and
the spiritual details of her religious life. And the note of piety, gently sounded, was in
her work. For Bradstreet the everyday and the everlasting were simply two sides of the
same experience. For example in a poem called Upon the Burning of Our House Brad-
street records both her earthly sorrow and the faith that sustains her. Among her survi-
ving prose writings, her Contemplations deserve to be particularly remembered for their
lucid simplicity of style and their wise and generous spirit. In Contemplations she at-
tempts to feel the will of God and believe that human beings can live forever after death,
which is better than those earthly things. In conclusion, Anne Bradstreet was not an in-
novative poet,but her directness and her sincerity are moving. F 1650 4E7F 9 [6 1 iR
A AE AL 38t BLA 55 (B ) b A5 — FR PR S T E RIS At
TETRE AT R T E R R ARt — ME B TER SR A RE
RN AT RIS HOE—FF, %5 S7E W AR A 5 0 RO 5k
AR—BRELCR IR . e AP PN T X B IR X T A
FEEPRIR, R SRR EAK R EFRF S ME. FlIEEh KEHEZ 5"
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3. Edward Taylor BB - I]RE)

Another accomplished Puritan poet was Edward Taylor ( 1642—1729 ) , who came
from England as a young man and attended Harvard, later entering the major profession

Tt i ) 4 Y R ik 0 B R

of the time,the ministry. He was clearly a man of great spiritual passion,of large and
liberal learning, enraptured by the Puritan dream to such a degree that he could express
it in living song. Most of Taylor’s works dealt with religious themes and because Taylor
considered them as a private record of his religious experience , he asked his heirs never
to publish them. Until 210 years after his death, his poems were found in manuscript.

Taylor’s manuscript book is in several sections: God’s Determinations , Preparatory Medi-

tations ,and miscellaneous poems. In Preparatory Meditations, Taylor again and again
emphasizes the themes of God-praising, auto-criticism and soul-purification. He holds
the ideas that only through consistent efforts human being may be chosen by God. Taylor
was quite evidently acquainted with the serious British poetry of his times, especially the
metaphysical poets such as John Donne and George Herbert. In his poems he employs e-
laborate imagery. Their emotion , however, is still typically Puritan one of submissiveness
and wonder in the face of God’s grace and power. A good example is his poem, Huswife-
ry,a prayer to God in which the poet compares God’s granting of grace to the work of a
housewife who spins,weaves.and dyes a piece of cloth. 1 Jy % R i X —{i & B F
A ‘ A THEE, EBRILE, ZJE Nm O I iR A
. {tﬁﬁﬁ({w‘%t'ﬁ?wu*ﬁ By, EAR A VR AR T KM SR K E
A B R R, HR T AL A A A o B RE Rk, AL B A JE A C #F9)b
W RR, BRI 210 )5 bairfE R A AR B B8 E R EL
TR ZH 5 5 AR VR 2 AR A . fE(HE R)
hORBRES B A RRE, RS A AN AW L, RA R
B AG B AR AL, BENRER KEE L K FRIFALE - TEAR
B - AR R . P RIS RIS R T 0 (9 SR LA IS 98 2 B TRY 11 3

AT B xt bt R EE MR - MREHH T R P L SRR R
LW — R ERMGEN", FHRER G R A A RET TE—
FEo

Roger Williams ( 1603—1683) was one of the greatest Puritan dissenters in the
early days of Puritan theocracy in New England. He is as important for his political

views as for his religious beliefs. Williams was born in London and educated in law at




