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Part-time Jobs: DoWe

Need Part-time Jobs? |

m Warm-up

Section @ Introduction

Dlrectlons Listen to the recording about how to avoid debt as an international student and
; ‘ tben answer the following questions accordmg to your own situation.

1. Do you think your education fees, including higher education and education abroad
should be supported by your parents and your family?

2. In order to avoid running out of funds due to unexpected expenses, would you work
part-time to help cover your tuition and books for your higher education or education
abroad?

Section @ Reading Material

Directions: Read the article and answer the questions that follow.

Is It Good for Students to Work Part-time?

More and more college students are considering ways of making money. Young

1
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entrepreneurs are also capitalizing on high-demand commodities that are not always
available except in big shopping centers. Birthday or greeting cards are an example.
Xiao Li, a junior student, spent 400 yuan buying cards from downtown shops before the
last Spring Festival. She sold them at prices 15 to 20 percent higher than what she had
paid. In a month, she earned 1 000 yuan, representing a 250 percent return on her initial
investment.

Most of the money the students earn is spent on themselves. They can buy high-
priced items like a pair of running shoes which can cost as much as 1 000 yuan — almost a
month’s salary for some first-line workers. A lot of parents cannot afford such luxuries.

Some students find part-time work to help them support themselves as they strive toward
their dream career. Qiangian wants to become an actress. In her spare time she attends a
class outside school that costs 800 yuan a month in tuition, an amount which her parents
cannot afford to pay. So she found a job as a waitress in a coffee house to earn her tuition fee.

Some students go into business for other reasons besides the money. Zou Yue, a
female student, from a fairly wealthy family, took a job because, she said, “Business can
cultivate a sense of competition, which is very important for us in the future. I had a sore
throat after working for a few days, but I had to hold on.” A student who once sold cards
said young people were encouraged to be independent. “But how?” he asked. “You can
never be independent unless you can support yourself financially.” He feels after-school

work enhances a young person’s social development.

Questions:

1. Do you think it is reasonable for students to make money in order to buy luxuries?

2. Do you agree with the saying that business can cultivate a sense of competition, which
is very important for us in the future?

3. Do you think part-time work can enhance a young person’s social development?

Section @ Brainstorming

Directions: Below are some opinions on this topic. Discuss in groups of four and add your
views to both sides.

, . .| Some students spend the money they earn on unnecessary
It helps ease students’ financial i .

. luxuries. Additionally, students should be encouraged to
situations.

seek scholarships.
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experience.

It heps students gain work
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internships can serve the same purpose.

24 2T 1

School work deserves total dedication. Besides,

Contin

A
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It can help students develop
commercial abilities.

g0 to extremes.

Students’ commercial sense is insufficient and they may

competition.

It can cultivate a sense of

g0 to extremes.

Without proper guidance, the sense of competition may

It can enhance a young person’s
social development.

Money may become the only objective in the process.

Debating Activities

Section @ Logic Flowchart

Directions: The following logic flowcharts are for and against the motion of this unit
respectively. Supplement necessary details and see if you can build your own
debate for and against the motion based on them.

Logic Flowchart 1: Think from the positive side.

Part-time
work can bring
benefits to
students.

Part-time work can
> enrich students’

social experiences.

Social experiences can
help students improve

communication skills.

Part-time work

"| can bring financial
benefits to students.

e

Financial benefits can foster
the sense of independence
and ease the effect of
economic problems.

Y

Part-time work can

| foster students’ sense

of responsibility.

—

A strong sense of

responsibility may facilitate | |

students’ transition into
the work force upon

graduation.

Affirmative
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Logic Flowchart 2: Think from the negative side.

Part-time work| | Part-time work has
erodes students’ time | _| a negative impact on |
that should be spent| | students’ learning.

on school work.

; Part-time work ) .
Part-time work } . Part-time work is
often fails to enrich

will do harm to > . > a waste of time and |+H>| Negative
students’ social

students. _ energy.
experiences.
The part-time Students’ life and

> work market is (> property can be

unstable. exposed to danger.

ask 2

Directions: After studying the two logic flowcharts in Task 1, please try to design your own
logic flowcharts based on your group discussion and your own critical thinking.

Section @ Simulation Debate

Role Play

Directions: Recently, the question of whether college students should work part-time bas
come to many people’s attention. Some people think students should have part-
time jobs to train themselves for the future. Others say that students should not
have part-time jobs because they should be focused on their school work. Think
about those different opinions and then finish the following conversation.

Work in groups of three. One of you should act as a college student who is in a difficult
financial situation. Another member of the group should act as a college student who ad-
mires luxuries but cannot afford them. The third member should take notes about the views
expressed and be ready to make a report about the group discussion to the whole class. The
conversation could have additional speakers as the parents or the teachers. While each speaker
shares the views with the whole class, the rest of the students should, take notes and analyze
the views in preparation for the Mock Debate. The beginning part of the conversation has al-

ready been given as an example.



You are a college student (A) who is in a difficult financial situation. Your classmate (B) admires
luxuries but cannot afford them. The two of you are discussing whether or not you should work part-time
auring the summer vacation.

Hey, XX. Are you going to work part-time this summer?

| have no idea right now. I'm thinking about it.

| probably will. | want to make some money to help cover tuition next semester.

That's a good idea. There’s a beautiful Gucci bag I've been looking at. But I'm also thinking about our
English and Economics assignment. | just don't know what to do.

@ = ® >

A: Now, what do you think?
B: I've made up my mind.

. J

Mock Debate

Directions: In this section, adopt British Parliamentary (BP) style to finish the following
mock debate task.

Based on the previous role play practice, the students will be chosen to act as:
1. Chairman: One student will be the chairman, who presides the debate, keeps time and
calls debaters to the floor;
2. Debaters: Eight students are the debaters. Each debater has 5 minutes to speak;
3. Adjudicators: Five students are the adjudicators. They are required to take notes while
listening to the debate and be ready to judge the performance of each debater;
4. Audience: The rest of the students are the audience. They are supposed to listen care-
fully to the debate and prepare some questions to challenge the debaters.
The debate will last about 40 minutes. After the debate, 5-10 minutes may be offered to
the audience to raise questions to the debaters first. Then, a chief adjudicator will comment
on the performance of the debaters, and announce the result and reasons from the adjudica-

tion panel. Last but not the least, the teacher will offer his / her comments and suggestions.

'd . N\
The motion of the simulation is “Do We Need Part-time Jobs?" The debaters may use the views

from the role play practice or from the following relevant issues (or irrelevant, depending on what your
debating strategies are).

1. What kind of part-time work is available for college students?

2. What are the pros and cons of working part-time while attending college?
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3. What kind of college student needs part-time work?
4. lIsit necessary for every college student to have a part-time job?

Optional Task

Directions: Think back on what you have said and what the other side bas said during the
debate. Have you defended your logic flowchart? How would you have modified
your logic flowchart, or your debating strategies? The teacher should spend
some time analyzing the logic flowchart from both sides and commenting on
the students’ performance.

Debating Strategies

Definition of Debate

Socrates said, “The unexamined life is not worth living.” What he said has formed a well-
found tradition in Western culture, in which any assertion needs to be substantiated because
challenge is not regarded as rude but necessary so long as it is properly addressed. Debate, full
of different challenges, provides us with a way to a complete realization that those involved in
a debate or any form of opinion-exchange process are not alone with the problems and may
learn from each other as they share ideas and experiences, although they may still disagree in
some respects. In such a process, for and against a given topic are argued by the participants.

By definition, debate is an exchange of logical reasoning in which the proposition and
opposition address their views on the given proposal alternately. In a debate, the two sides
usually have only two choices: whether adopting the proposal or opposing it.

Debates may be classified hierarchically as follows: an inner conflict about a decision-
making, a quarrel in a business meeting, a disagreement about a proposal and, finally, a heated
exchange in an academic debate. Academic debates, in turn, can range from informal to for-
mal, competitive debating. As for the final type, winning is the utmost purpose. To reach such
an end, either side has to argue in order to win over the opponents and the audience.

About BP Style Debate

The British Parliamentary style debate derives from British parliamentary procedure
in which two teams represent the Government (more commonly called “Proposition” in the

United Kingdom), and two teams represent the Opposition. The Government supports the



motion while the Opposition opposes the motion. The four teams are also divided into the
Opening and Closing halves of the debate. There are two speakers in each team. And each
speaker has a title which is presented in the table below.

Government Opposition
. Prime Minister Leader of the Opposition
Opening half - — —
Deputy Prime Minister Deputy Leader of the Opposition
. Member of the Government Member of the Opposition
Closing half ; - "
Government Whip Opposition Whip

The speech sequence:

Prime Minister Leader of
Opposition
Deputy Prime Deputy Leader of
Minister Opposition
Member of Member of
Govermment Opposition

qovernment Whip Opposition Whip

The role of each debater: _

In a BP debate, every debater should strictly follow the debating rules and principles and
deliver their speeches according to the sequence. Each debater also has his / her responsibility
to the whole debate. Respectively speaking, the basic role of each debater is like what the fol-

lowing chart describes.



