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United Kingdom of Great Britain \‘
and Northern Ireland
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Geography 2k ll

The total area of the United Kingdom is approximately 243,610 | 2 maam

square kilometres. The country occupies the major part of the British ‘ e ;
Isles archipelago and includes the island of Great Britain, the north- B 7 izt
eastern one-sixth of the island of Ireland and some smaller surrounding
islands. It lies between the North Atlantic Ocean and the North Sea
with the south-east coast coming within 35 kilometres of the coast of
northern France, from which it is separated by the English Channel. As o . '),.7"
of 1993 10% of the UK was forested, 46% used for pastures and 25%

used for agriculture.
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Royal House =R |

The United Kingdom is a unitary state under a constitutional

monarchy. Queen Elizabeth II is the head of the state of the UK as well as o %
of fifteen other independent Commonwealth countries. The monarch itself i
is symbolic rather than political, and only has “the right to be consulted, . 7 :
the right to encourage, and the right to warn”. 1
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Government Nodi5)=]

The UK has a parliamentary government based
on the Westminster system that has been emulated
around the world—a legacy of the British Empire.
The parliament of the United Kingdom that meets
in the Palace of Westminster has two houses; an ;

elected House of Commons and an appointed House e o

of Lords. Any bill passed requires Royal Assent to

become law.
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The UK has a partially regulated market economy. Based on market

exchange rates the UK is today the sixth-largest economy in the world and
the third-largest in Europe after Germany and France, having fallen behind
France for the first time in over a decade in 2008.

KEHA-ATLOT D LR, ZFRARELRT S, LEREXKERES &
RARRGH, BARAAPESEKIRHOBRZ —.

Education in Britain is the responsibility of the Secretary of State for Education, though the day-to-
day administration and funding of state schools is the responsibility of local authorities. Education is now

mandatory from ages five to sixteen. The majority of children are educated in state-sector schools, only a
small proportion of which select on the grounds of academic ability. State schools which are allowed to select
pupils according to intelligence and academic ability can achieve comparable results to the most selective

private schools.
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Religion ==

Forms of Christianity have dominated religious life in what is
now the United Kingdom for over 1,400 years. Although a majority of
citizens still identify with Christianity in many surveys, regular church
attendance has fallen dramatically since the middle of the 20th century,
while immigration and demographic change have contributed to the growth
of other faiths, most notably Islam. This has led some commentators to
variously describe the UK as a multi-faith, secularised, or post-Christian

society. In the 2001 census 71.6% of all respondents indicated that they

were Christians, with the next largest faiths (by number of adherents) being
Islam (2.8%), Hinduism (1.0%), Sikhism (0.6%), Judaism (0.5%), Buddhism (0. 3%) and all other
religions (0.3%). 15% of respondents stated that they had no religion, with a further 7% not stating a

religious preference.

ERE, EAANMFARKAOY, B, EXEASTORELBRT SHRRHNF
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~Culture S'CHG% b

The culture of the United Kingdom has been influenced by many factors including: the nation’s island

status; its history as a western liberal democracy and a major power; as well as being a political union of

four countries with each preserving elements of distinctive traditions, customs and symbolism. As a result
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of the British Empire, British influence can be observed in the language, culture
and legal systems of many of its former colonies, including Australia, Canada,

India, South Africa and the United States.

REHAEEH Ns T ERERAIMNTERRSRGERX, B—HRANGIAF &
BA G R AE—HL,

(Revised from A Guide to English-Speaking Countries)

England (=)
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'?' Storyline 4f [ JE%01

Sitting at the edge of continental Europe,

England is a tiny island nation, which gave birth
to an empire that once ruled half of the world.
The traveler in this film embarks on an historic
journey across England, exploring its rich past still

remembered and alive today.

h Culture inside SCALI G EE

Battle of Hastings: a battle occurred on 14

October 1066 during the Norman conquest of
England, between the Norman-French army of Duke
William II of Normandy and the English army under
King Harold II. It took place at Senlac Hill.
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William the Conqueror (1028 —1087): also known as William I, was the
first Norman King of England from Christmas 1066 until his death. He was also
Duke of Normandy from 3 July 1035 until his death.

ENR S B : BB — 1, oAk 2i5 S T —(ERETE, 45 “AEike
R o fh—E R T — R, XARE SRRy R AEART , A
R[] G2 e R D SR AR e A T RN

King Harold IT (1022 —1066): the last Anglo-Saxon King of England.
Harold reigned from 6 January 1066 until his death at the Battle of Hastings,
fighting the Norman invaders led by William the Conqueror during the Norman
conquest of England. '
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Chainmail: a type of armour consisting of small metal rings linked together
in a pattern to form a mesh.
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Normandy: a geographical region corresponding to the former Duchy
of Normandy. The continental territory covers 30,627 km? and forms the
preponderant part of Normandy and roughly 5% of the territory of France.
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Saxons: the Germanic people whose homeland was in the north
German coastal plain, especially between the rivers Elbe and Wester. Saxons
participated in the Germanic settlement of Britain during and after the fifth
century.
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Beachy Head: a chalk headland in the United Kingdom. The cliff there is
the highest chalk sea cliff in Britain, rising to 162 m (530 ft) above sea level. Its
height has also made it one of the most notorious suicide spots in the world.

(R 3R 22 R s RSP R S 5 g R, i —AbR 24
AR R E. BERXI62K, RRFERREIEREE, AF& AR
JH:Hb

Brighton: the major part of the city of Brighton and Hove in East Sussex,
England on the south coast of Great Britain. It emerged as a health resort
featuring sea bathing during the 18th century and became a destination for day-
trippers from London after the arrival of the railway in 1841.
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King George IV (1762-1830): the King of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland and also of Hanover from the death of his father, George III,
on 29 January 1820 until his own death ten years later.
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London: the capital of Great Britain , also one of the world’s capitals of
finance, fashion, arts and entertainment. The city has a recorded history dating back
to Roman times and encompassing the lives of such illustrious political figures as
William the Conqueror, Queen Elizabeth I, as well as those of William Shakespeare,
John Milton, and the other authors who created one of the world’s great bodies of
literature. In the twentieth century, the city enters a new century reinvigorated by a
booming economy, as well as the inauguration of a new form of local government.
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Big Ben: the nickname for the great bell of the clock at the north end of the
Palace of Westminster in London. It is the largest four-faced chiming clock and
the third-tallest free-standing clock tower in the world. It celebrated its 150th
anniversary on 31 May 2009, during which celebratory events took place.
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