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1.bundle n. f#l,
2. mischief n. i
<, EERBA
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Aunt Polly was a middle-aged
woman of medium height. She was
fair and good-looking and had a
heart of gold.

Her late sister’s son, Tom
Sawyer, had come to stay with her.
This little fellow was a bundle '
of mischief? He liked his aunt
but his heart was always in doing
mischief, both inside the house
and outside it. He went to the town
school every day and showed
great respect for the teacher and
the lessons but he learnt next to
nothing.

The green forest around the
town was beautiful and full of
mystery. There were in it old
broken-down houses with tales
of horror and hidden treasures.
There was also a big cave with
many passages inside, known as
McDougal’s cave. If you went into
it and lost your way, it was difficult
to get out.

By the side of this town flowed
the Mississippi river. Steam-boats
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travelled up and down this river.
The boats had large wooden wheels
on their sides or at the back which
moved round and drove the boats
slowly through the water.

Each boat stopped at towns
along the river and unloaded '
passengers and goods. Then it
was reloaded with a fresh supply
of coal or firewood, fresh water,
vegetables, and passengers and
sailed on. The children from these
riverside towns stood and gazed at
the large vessels ? in wonder and
joy. Tom had found out soon after
his arrival in St. Petersburg that the
place was ideal for his adventures.

Tom had got out early in the
morning and had not yet returned
home. Midday had passed and
Aunt Polly was very worried.
She called him many times and
looked for him every-where in
and around the house but he was
not to be seen anywhere. She
called him loudly once more. There
was no reply but she heard a slight

1.unload v. %

2.vessel n. i
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noise behind her. She quickly
turned round and seized a little boy
by the pants.It was Tom, who had
come out of the storeroom quietly.

“What have you been doing in
there?”asked Aunt Polly.

“Nothing,” answered Tom.

“Nothing! Look at your hands.
And look at your mouth. What’s
that on your face?”

“I don’t know, Aunt.”

“Well, I know what it is. It’s
jam, isn’t 1t? I have told you a
hundred times that if you didn’t let
that jam alone, I’d flay ' you alive.
Give me that whip.”

Tom thought out a plan of
escape quickly. In a frightened
voice, he said, “Oh! what’s that
behind you, Aunt?”

Aunt Polly was startled . She
turned round quickly and pulled
her skirts out of danger. This gave
Tom enough time to disappear.

The old lady looked around for
a minute but saw nothing. Then
she knew that her dear nephew

1. flay v. ™G HEVE

2. startle v. B
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1. sugarcube n. Jj

TERER

2. sweet-tooth = 4f
iRy

had made a fool of her once again.
But she did not fly into a temper.
Instead, she started laughing loudly
at herself.

“Yes, Tom has fooled me
again,” she said to herself. “He has
played many tricks on me before. It
is difficult to catch him at his tricks
because he never plays the same
trick more than twice. He seems to
know just how long he can fool me
with the same trick. Anyway, I’'m
too old now to learn new tricks.”

Tom did not come back till
late in the afternoon. But he was
jJust in time to give a helping hand
to his half-brother Sid and the
Negro servant Jim in cutting and
collecting the firewood.

They were now seated at the
dining-table for lunch. Whenever
Tom got a chance,he stole sugar-
cubes ' and put them into his
mouth. He was not stealing, he
was only being kind to his sweet-
tooth *! Aunt Polly knew what he
was doing, but she did not mind.



