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Preface

The exercises in this book are written according to each lesson’s central learning points. By observing the
natural development of secondary students and the regular pattern of learning the Chinese language, the authors
put the focus of this exercise book on identifying and accumulating basic terms and clauses in order to lay a
firm foundation for students’ power of speaking and listening, and subsequently to consolidate step-by-step the
training of reading and writing. The exercises are written and compiled by a group of experienced teachers after
much discussion and collective creation. Every exercise includes five practices: Chinese characters and words
and expressions, sentence structure, text reading and comprehension, extended reading and comprehension, ex-

tended writing.

Characteristics of the exercises:

.  Highly flexible

Students from all corners of the world bear different methods, habits and attitudes to learning , and therefore the
exercises are designed in multiple patterns or layouts with the arrangement from easier questions to harder ones

(those appear earlier are easier and the later harder) so as to cater for needs of various students.

Example: “Select a word to fill in each blank™. The last question of Lesson One, Exercise Four

“I (be) teacher, you are (also) teacher™.

In the text, this sentence structure is not covered. It is rather difficult for beginners of the Chinese language.
However, to students with stronger comprehension power and ability to learn by analogy, it is a challenge that

can gratify their enterprising spirit.

Another example: If students find the short passages and the writing exercises at the back of the book too hard
to finish as required, teachers may lower the requirement. It can be changed to those of listening or speaking so

that students can finish the work according to their own standard.

2. Interesting
Learning joyfully. There are various interesting and innovative ways to learn: reading, drawing, games (e. g

word searching), enquiry, interview..., which are suitable and appropriate for students’ intellectual development

and interest.
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3. Building a firm foundation

Every exercise carries some items which help to consolidate the previous lessons. The aim is to make sure the
students thoroughly understand the main words of the text, master the basic sentences. It is also hoped that they
can internalize them and apply them. In addition, based on this foundation, simple language knowledge, namely

parts of speech, synonym, anonym, can be acquired gradually.

4. Applicable

The content of the exercises involves real life situations so that classroom learning is connected to practical in-
teractions, such as introducing one’s own family, country or conducting surveys. The practice of spoken presen-
tation and written expression is provided. The drilling process runs naturally, linking up the real life application

and ensuring that students can make good use of what they learn.

Lastly, in the process of teaching teachers should respect the differences in learning of the students. It is advis-
able that teachers adjust the amount of the exercises, and their format if needed, to follow the learning pace of
the students. In such a way, each student learns willingly and happily according to his or her own ability and

level.
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Think and draw a picture.
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