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Part One |
- Sentence Skills






CHAPTER ONE

Sentence Sense |

L Sentence Sense

. Sentence Sense, refers to the ability to recognize an ef
fectwe sentence and the skill' to construet original sen
tences. As you have been exposed to Enghsh for several
years, you have probably acquired some English sen
tence sense. For example,your sentence sense tells you
that-to be a sentence, a word group must;contain.a. sub
ject and a verb and must express a.complete thought,

The student, studies hard.

o b I & 1

A sentence may have more than one subject and
more than one verb as in the following examples;

My brother and sister attenc_ifeq the_cghoert,
Those men worked and laughed . '

<

Some sentences have several sets of subjects and verbs
- 3 .



joined together, HIACY ST e g

Those men worked , but because they laughed ,
the job was flmsheg,_ llﬂtﬂ- PSS

Some sentences express complete thoughts, although the
subject does not actually appear in the sentence;

Walk |
Go down the steps quikly |

(In'both these senteno&e, the subpct 1s understood to be
theworh;w. i ’

Exercise 1" Réad each itsny‘alontl; thet, vsifg your seritehcs
dense; write'S after each word group that makes a complete se
tence' and NS after éach word group that is not'a complete sen
tence, For each NS you write, ‘explain how you would make
the word group complete so that it qualifies as a sentence.

Across an empty field.

Jim fed rhe :.hmkms befure dawn.

Smgmg and laughmg m l;md vmux

The mstrm,tur and [her students held class on the lawn and dis
cussed the questwn heatedly

Based on unputtant i‘at‘ts

They camplained about,

Stap! ;
A very intelligent childi - (o7 1511190 SO
« ]
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10.

Who ‘was hers yesterday? 0 il el s AUNA)
The kind of music I most enjoy. N59

Exercise 1. 2 Find the subjects and verbs in each senterice be
low. ‘Undetline the subjects once and the verbs twice.

By

i
10.

14173

12.

3.

14.
15,

16.
& 4

Into the classroom walked students.
One of my mother's pies is missing.

. Call the team together for a meeting. 11500 i

Where is Chengdu in relation to Xi'an?

Tellmg lies is a bad habit. j

There are not enough textbooks in the Bookstore.

My sister's birthddy falls on Tuesday this week.

Near the schoolyard were several tennis-courts. . .

Skiing and ice skatmg are my favourite winter activities.
While growing up, chlldren naturally use b‘oth hands for
quite a long time. - '

Always révise your wrlt.ng, or yOour' paper may contain sev:

eral grammatical errors.

Before Mary had finished her song, the director ¢lapped his
hands and another girl came on stage, reads' for singing.

The children were yelling so loudly outsxde that Ehzabeth

and Ray could not study for theu' final exams b

After I had fallen, an old man ﬁelped nie to my feet

More than two volunteers are needed fur next week's pro

ject, ) b TR UHEY - ToH

As for paper money, that was a Chinese invention, too.

In some societies the extended famﬂy may all live together,

share their property and uperate as a umt, in Wthh case

they are known as a ~ joint family". o

. Brought up among progressive thinkers of this kind, Emme

05"



line attended her first suffrage meeting at the age of four

teen. :
19. In 1928, worn out by her work and weakened by her expe
riences in prison; Mrs Pankhurst died.! A Aninsay

20. Hanging on the line, the red sweater ﬂapmd. lazily in_ the
summer breeze as Pedro put out the rest of the clothes.

I . Basic Sentence Patterns o

There are five basic sentence patterr_xs in English; ‘

A. SUBJECT4VERB4SUBJECT COMPLEMENT "

1. The sky be;:ame cloudy. RS | e
2. The roses smell sweet. :

B. ~SUBJECT+'V’1‘3RB :

.l The flowers bloomed
2: Tom stuches hard.

C. SUBJECT+VERB+DIRECT OBJECT

1. I study Enghsh
2. Cats eat mice.



D. SUBJECT+# \'ERB+INDTRECT OBJECT +DIRECT oB
TROE: 7, 92 e :

1. Ted wrote Mary a letter :
2. The mother bought the gxrl a dt:ess

E. SUBJECTH- VERB+ OBJECT--OBJECT COMPLEMENT

1. We believed George honcst. -
2. They elected him chairman. . .

If you observe carefully, you can see clearly that
verbs play the most 1mportant role in determmmg what
basic sentence pattcrn ‘must be used In pattern.,A you
use link verbs or wetrbs having a.similar grammatical
function, in pattern:B you use intransitive verbs,in C
you have to use monotransitive verbs (those that take
one object), in D you have 'to use ditransitve 'verbs
(those that must .be followed by an indirect and ‘a dlrect
object) , and in E the verbs needed are called complex
transitive because they take a direct object and an ObjCCt .
c0mplement. Because it is the verb that controls the sen
tence structure, you must pay special attention to it
whenever you try ‘to construct an effectxve, oomplete
senténge. < 1 : R : ekt
Exercise 1.3 Combine each- of the following group of words

o 'The



into an effective sentencey paying attention to the verbitenses
Subject-verb agreement and the basic sentence patterns.:

the leaves on the trees, be, green
the lady's voice, sound, harsh
the cake, taste,:delicious

the flowers, smell, sweet
;t.he:y,ouug}womah, logk, (beantifal) | gady < ioaana e
the waitress, serve, her customers, free coffee

Tom, buy, Mark, a present '
Susan, give, Mary, her uld Lluthes
9. I, paint, she, a picture |0 117
10. My aunt, design, I, beautiful dresses
11, the sheep m the pasture, eat, the grass
12, a fnend ur xmne, attend ‘the concert
13. the vuters elect, Mr. Green, the Mayor i

4.1, find, tHe detective'story, boting ' : :

15, the ‘party’, nominate, Kennedy ;" their candidate’ 1
I-ﬁ‘the team , ‘chousely ‘Charlotte ; ‘eaptdin ' 120100 o a0l ond
| 7 the scientist, provey the theory,; wrong i
18. writing.an effective sentencey require, sentence sense -,
19, the lights v the Christmas tree, shine, brightly

?0 the xjoug_l; sedy }(ﬁ:vla_ke‘, thcy. seasu,k

?owéwe-wso.—
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From )ulit own: rcadmg you have notwed that -not
all Enghmh seéntences are as simple as the five basic sen
- tence pattertis you have reviewed. In everyday writing
the basic semcncc- patterns are'often momfxad:‘(chﬂngﬁdl

t8.



by adding necessary details’ that answex :one or-more. of
the questxons 6elow.x TSR St Bty it

Lo ‘;, il FISWOI FINT ] W 3 »

. When?
Where?
How?
Why?

Suppose you have the pattern SUBJECT+ VERB--DI
RECT OBJECT and your simple sentence is this one;

I wrote a letter.

You may easily expand the sentence by answering some
of the questions

Yesterday evening, after supper (when), I
Wrote a letter hastily (how) to my sister (to
wlzum) to congratulate her on havmg passed the
examination (why).

Exercise [. 4 Add details to answer tfle qd&stions that follow

the-sentences., 2 '

|. The student failed the course.  (Which course and why did
-~ he fail it? )

2. She plans to take a vacation. (When? Where?)



‘Christmas | hy ai'r&aup Siiy
54 The ‘woman moved towam Tom. (Wmu woman? How?)
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