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Preface

At any stage in a language learning course a student

needs material which is specially written for his requirements,
and this is as true for a dictionary as for a textbook. The Eng-
lish- English Basic Dictionary is specially designed for the Chinese
intermediate students of English. At this level, a Chinese stu-
dent will find an English-Chinese Dictionary which only gives
the Chinese equivalents of the hcadwords or an advanced dic-
tionary (even a learner’ dictionary such as Longman Dictionary
of Contemporary English or Oxford Advanced Learier’s Dictiomary)
not only unnecessary but confusing, since he is unlikely to be
able to find the information he requires easily and quickly.
This dictionary supports instruction on English and as-
sists the learner in vocabulary learning. It gives simple defini-
tions of about 4, 500 headwords and many derivatives; the
vocabulary has been carefully selected to be of maximum
practical use and can therefore be used independent of any
textbook and by learners at this level. The selection is particu-
larly appropriate for the needs of everyday communication.

All definitions of words have been written as simply as



possible and within the contrelled vocabulary of the dictio-
nary. In addition, care has been taken to provide examples
which demonstrate the use of words in a natural English con-
text, and also ind?iéate small variations in the usage ofa word.

I would like to acknowledge the help of Deborah Joan
Leonard of Lancaster, Massachusetts, U.S. A., currently As-
sistant Professor of English at Union College, Lincoln, Ne-

braska, U. S. A. and Mr.William Hvminway.
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How to Use This Dictionary

The English- English Basic Dictionary is designed to
help you learn English. You will probably use it to
find the meanings of words which you do not know,.
to find how to spell a word.or how to pronounce it.
Howéver. if you are able to use the dictionary pro-
perly it can also tell you a lot more about the Eng-
lish language.

Let us suppose you are reading and you see the
word “ground” and you want to know what it
means. Find it in the dictionary where it is printed in
heavy letters ground. You will see that it has three
explaﬁations with the numbers 1. 2, 3. This shows
you that this word has three different meanings; you
must decide which one you need.

The letters (n. ), (v.), (adj. ), etc., are ab-
breviations which tell you what kind of word it is. If

you look at cost you will see that it can be used as a



verb as well as a noun. All the abbreviations are
shown in the List of Abbreviations Used wm This Dictio-
nary on page 13.

In slashes you will see /paust/which shows you
how to pronounce the word post. Words in English
which are spelt the same are sometimes pronounced
differently. Look at present, you will see that the
verb is pronounced / pri’ zent/, but the adjective
/"prezont /. Sometimes the stress is different. Look at
impori, and vou will see that the verb is pro-
nounced /im’po:it/while the noun /' impoit/. After,
each word you will find a simple explanation in
English of what the word means. You will also find
one or several sentences which help to show you
what the word means and how to use it. Always look
at these sentences carefully because they may show
you different ways to use the same word.

If you look at post n., you will see more

words such as postage, post of fice, postman. There are



the words which are connected with post n. If you .
want to know what postage means, for example, you
must understand post first; this will make the expla-
nation of postage easier. '

Many verbs in English do not change on a reg-
ular way when you use them in the past. The exam-
ples will show you this; look at wear and you will
see from the sentence that the past is wore. Th%re is
a complete list of these verbs at the back of the dic-
tionary and also a list of numbers which Chinese
students find copfusing.

Say /r/ at the end of a word with the mark
(r) when the next word begins with a vowel; e. g.
Here it is /'hiar it is/; but in Here comes the bus

/"his kemz 0o 'bas/.
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' List of Abbreviations
Used in This Dictionary

abbr. | abbreviated Monday and Jan-
| uary are often ab-
breviated to Mon.
and Jan.
adj. adjective a word such as
hot, black; it gives
information about
a noun:a hot day,
the weather is kot
adv. adverb a word such as qui-
ckly, always, here; it
gives information
about a verb, an‘
adjective or anoth-
er adverb: Run
quickly (how?) ; He

always came late
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art.

aux.

B. E.

coll.

conj.

article

auxiliary verb

British English

colloquial

conjunction

( how offen?) ;
Bring it  here
(where?)
a, an, the.
a word such as
can, must, will: 1 can
go; He must come;
She wil help us

a word which you
should only use
when you talk to
friends: It’s awfull
hot today = It’s
very hot today

a word such as

which joins words

or sentences toge-
ther: 1 like books ]
and films
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e. g

ete.

illus.

opp.

phrasal v,

for example
and so on; and the

rest

illustration

noun

opposite

phrasal verb

(from Latin: ezem-
ph grata)

(from Latin: et
cetera)

there is an illus-
tration (a picture
to show what the
word means

name of a person,
thing or quélity:
Mr. Miiller has a
car

lagh is the opposite
of low

a verb made up of
a main verb and
one or more other
words  ( usually
prepositions ). A
phrasal verb has a

different meaning
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pred. adj.

plural

predicative adjec-

tive

from the main
verb alone: main
verb shut, phrasal
verb shut up (=be
quiet) : main verb
get.  phrasal verb
get rud of

the plural of buok
is books; the plural
of man is men

most adjectives
can be used in ex-
pressions such as:
a ' happy man
(attributive adjec-
tive) and in sen-
tences such as:
This man is happy
( predicative ad-
jective) . Some ad-
jectives can only

%
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pref.

prep.

pron.

prefix

preposition

pronoun

be wused predica-
tively: The man
was alwe (wrong:
the alive man)

mis-, un- are pre-
fixes; You add a
prefix to the be-
ginning of a word
to make a new

word : mis-+ under-

~stand = misunder-

stand (not to un-
derstand) ; un —+
usual = unusual
(not usual)

a word such as o,
by, with, at

a word like ke,
you, this: Tt is used
in place of a noun.

That man’s name
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sing.

sb.
sth.
S

f

singular

somebody
something
American English
verb

equivalent to

is Miller; ke is 30
years old

book is singular,
books is plural

an expression
means nearly the
same as another:
he was absent ( =

not here)



