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The. necteL®

THE NECKLACE

Mathilde Loisel was one of those poor girls,

pretty, charming and romantic, who, in spite of

their romantic dreams, are
mediocrity. Her husband was a clerk in the Min-

5 istry of Education.

One evening her husband came home with an air

of triumph.

“I have something nice for you, ” he said, giving

her a large envelope.

10 She tore open the envelope, which contained the

following printed card:

“The

18th.”
She did not seem delighted. On the contrary,
she flung the invitation card on the table, and

married to a

Minister of Education and Madame
Georges Ramponneau have the honour to request
the company of Monsieur and Madame Loisel at the

15 office of the Ministry on Monday evening, January

on the contrary K2
delight [dilait] v. EEH
envelope [enviloup] =.{g§#
flig E’fnlin](flung [fiap]) v . 8,

charming [‘tfarmin] adj. % A B

clerk [klak] »n.BRR, HhER

company [‘kampeni] n.F3t3¢
HeymREMA

contrary ['kontreri] n. R % ,
L7} invitation card [inviteifan kad]

n. H R, H¥
Madame Georges Ramponneau
[F. ][ madam dzo:d3ra:pnou]
IR -BIEER A
Mathilde Loisel [F. ] [ matild
lwazél | B HF R8-SR ER
(A%)
Maupassant [mou,pssa][F. ]
[mopasa JEHFR(AR)
mediocrity [midiokriti] ..
HIA
Ministry of Education
['ministriov/edjukeifan] # & ¥
Monsieur and Madame Loisel
[F. ][ masje:an( d) madim
lwazél] 5 BLE /R R IA
necklace [neklis] ».T#
print [print] . EQF)
request [rikwest ] vz. &%
romantic [ rou’ meentik] adj. &
£18H
spite [spait] ». & & ; B1R
in spite of B8R, R¥
triumph [‘traiomf] ».fF
in triumph BE %1
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BE,) On the contrary 41 (#1:I thought it was going to clear up.On the contrary, it be-
gan to rain. RAE X SHER, EHRHMH TEREKT )




THE NECKLACE

said spitefully:

“What'’s that to me?”

“Why, my dear, I thought you’d be pleased.

You like a dance, don’t you? You hardly ever go

5 out, and this is really a good chance for you. I had

no end of troubleto get it. Every one wants it, you
know. All the officials will be there, but only a

few clerks are invited.”

She looked at him ruefully and exclaimed:

10 “What do you expect me to wear at a party like

that?”

It never occurred to him that she had no pretty

dresses nor jewels. He replied hesitatingly:

“Why, the dress you wear when you go to the

15 theatre looks very nice to me.”

She burst into tears.

such a dull,

Why did she marry

stupid fellow? Only because she

was born into a poor family. Oh, cruel trick of

destiny!

20 “What’s the matter?” he asked anxiously.

“Nothing, ” she answered with an effort. “It’s

only that I haven’t a suitable dress,

and so

I can’t go to the ball. Give this card to a friend of

yours whose wife

25 than I.”

has a

better wardrobe

anxiously [‘senk fasli] adv. th &
il

ball [boil] n. 5L
give a ball FF$%%&

burst [bost] vi. KRBk
burst into tears R KRR

(3 burst into laughter
RARKZER)

cruel [krual] adj. REERY

destiny [‘destini] n.fiE

dull [dal] adj. kBEBHER
(=boring)

effort [efat] n. B H

exclaim [ikskleim] vz. M, KX
LU=

expect [ikspekt] wz.Hik, $iE

hesitatingly ["heziteitipli ] adv.
W, XEHEH

jewel [dzual] n. £A

occuirﬂ[a’ka:] vi. (L% EE,

=3

official [sfifal] n. B R

reply [riplai] v. H%& vi. &%

ruefully [‘rufxli] adv. 7] 3#,
B

spitefully [‘spaitfuli] adv. H %
i

stupid [stjupid] adj. BEH

suitable [sjutabl] adj. HHFRAY,
AEH

theatre [6iota] n . El3%

trick [trik]n. 3% v. KR

wardrobe [‘woadroub] . &K i#;
MWN:ES::E
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A BE], (no end of RR“TEFFR”, HIM: You will find no end of such examples. X F#i
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HRXNZH BEHRK? (X—BREDH/REHLCEME,) 17-18. Only because she
was born into a poor family. (be born into {4 F -+ -+ ) 18-19. Oh, cruel trick of destiny!
W, siZ IR FR L AMBE!  21.“Nothing, "She answered with an effort. “ Bt {} 4., " it
BB, (effort RREH R Ao BN .1 made it with effort. 3 3 T R A 2 A = IR

3, 3. He lifted up the stone without effort. b BB MMM AL EERT.) 21-
22.1t’s only that I haven’t a suitable dress # H 2 H b B & H & Y4 KR
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THE NECKLACE

It was a heart-breaking confession.

“Come, Mathilde, my dearest,” the distressed
husband said, “how much do you think it would
cost to have a proper dress, something rather sim-
ple which would be useful for other occasions after-
wards?”

She thought for a moment, busy with her
calculations. How much could she ask without
shocking the thrifty husband and provoking a flat
refusal?

“I’m not sure, but I think I could manage with
four hundred francs.”

The husband turned a little pale. She had named
the exact sum he had saved to buy a gun to enjoy
shooting on the plain of Nanterre next summer
with a few friends.

But he replied:

“All right. You shall have four hundred francs.
Mind you get a really nice dress.”

* * *

The day of the ball drew near. Although
Madame Loisel had got her coveted dress, she
seemed far from pleased.

“ What is the matter ? ” her husband asked .

afterwards [‘aftowadz] adv. A
=
calculation [ keelkju'leifan] 7.

confession [kanfefan] ». HH
covet [kavit] vz. X ; EHE

distress [distres] vz. (%

exact [igzekt] adj. FEFH

franc [fregk][F.] ». 35 BF (3%
EH&T &)

heart-breaking [’ ha:t , breikig ]
adj H50H, & NERHR

Madame Loisel [F.][ madim
Iwazél | FFLERRA(ANE)
manage [‘meenidz] vt. RbFE, i.

Mathilde [F. ] [maztild] B % /R
wAN%)

mind [maind] w. &8, 8 &

Nanterre [F.][nat'es] B ¥ /R
(#4)

occasion [akeizon] 7.8

plain [plein] ». R

proper [‘propa] adj . %4 H#)

provoke [pra'vouk] wz. 5[, ¥
)

provoke a laugh 3IBK% ~
refusal [rifjuzal] » .54
shock [ fok] vz . {# &

sum [sam] ». &8, &3t w. &

.ﬁ.
thrifty [‘orifti] adj. WIRH (=
frugal)
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2 — 3. the distressed husband £ i f 3L K (distress I iE 2 A T Aid H. HlW: 1 am
much distressed to hear the news. BT B|XME B KBS .) 3 - 6. “how much do you think
it would cost to have a proper dress, something rather simple which would be useful for other
occasions afterwards?” (something L T 8 & 43 151 dressc)  7.busy with her calculations 1T-
Fit®E 8- 10. without. . .provoking a flat refusal RE FHWTRIEL 11 — 12.1 think I
could manage with four hundred francs 18 400 P:F83E4 T 13.turned a little pale i 5, B%
X H 18.You shall have four hundred francs. #i37] LA 400 3588, (BIFR% {R 400 3£ER.)
19.Mind you get a really nice dress. —E B L —FEERXREHA KR, (mind FENTETR
“% 0", B30 : Mind you don’t spoil it. RF A RERETAFERET ) 21—22.she seemed far
from pleased far from # B &1, far from=not at all, ZEHZ ¥ not pleased at all — &
WARE N,




THE NECKLACE

“You look out of sorts these days.”

“It’s quite annoying to think that I haven’t a
single piece of jewellery to wear. I might as well
stay at home as cut a miserable figure at the

5 party,” she answered.

“How about wearing natural flowers, then?” her
husband suggested. “ They are now quite in
fashion. For ten francs you can get two or three
splendid roses.”

10 “Where did you get such a silly idea?” she
replied. “Can’t you see how miserable I'd look a-
mong rich women?”

“Well then, ” her husband said. “Why don’t you

go and ask your friend, Madame Forestier, to lend

15 you some jewels? She is a good friend of yours, and
has a lot of jewellery, hasn’t she?”

“Yes, of course,” she exclaimed in delight.
“Why didn’t I think of it?”
The next day she called on Madame Forestier

20 and explained her trouble. Madame Forestier went
to her wardrobe, took out a large jewel case, and
placed it open in front of her friend.

“Take what you want, my dear, "she said.

Madame Loisel first saw some bracelets, then a

25 pearl necklace , then a Venetian gold cross set

figure [tigo] ». kK H; &F
front [frant] » BT, Bl
in front of -+ Bl [ cf. be-
hind, at (in) the rear of]
idea [aidio] n. & W, 183
jewel case [‘dzual keis] ZkEH
jowollarygsdsuau-i] n%KE ¥
Madame Forestier [F.]
[maddm foestjuei ] 18 & #T #F K
RANE)
miserable [‘mizarabl] adj. XK
B, AT H
necklace ['neklis] ».Ji%%
pearl [pai] n. BBk
place [pleis] »z. B &
silly [sili] adj. BER
suggest [sodzest] wr. B
Venetian [vinifon] adj. & §
b=o: ]

wardrobe [‘wadroub] n. K1

annoy [anoi] wz. F R
annoying [snoiip] adj. BIAM
bracelet [breislit] ».F &
course [kos] n.it &

of course ¥R
cut [kat] vz. %)

delight [dilait] ». %K%

in delight B¢
exclaim [ikskleim] vz. &MY
explain [iksplein] vz. B
fashion [fefan] n. W17

in fashion WATH
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1.out of sorts B A KM ;;TEE A 2-3.1t’s quite annoying to think that I haven’t a single
piece of jewellery. & & I —(FER EH B EWAY, HMERK LK M. 3-5. I might as well

m”, cut a...figure FR“EH - BE,BRFER". Bl cut a brilliant figure & _EE#F
Z8Z5,) 6.How about wearing natural flowers, then? IF4, {RINHEELIE EHE? (how about
5 what about —H¢, TR < Bak”, HgEA A3 ZiF. FlI0: What about inviting
him here? &b X E/EH? How about going on a hike? XL MIT— T ELH?) 8.
For ten francs 7£ 10 #RE ( HL3¢ : 1 bought it for five pounds. B 7E 5 F4ELH),) 17 —18. Yes,
of course. Why didn’t I think of it? ZW, X847, REAMBEFXLAU?  22.placed it
open in front of her friend & T H (7 B K E BT (open ZE M HIE A1, ERIEIME.)




