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STANLEY A PLOTKIN, MD

Consultant in Vaccinology

Dear Reader:

With the exception of safe water, vaccination is the most effective public health measure. Although history is
uncertain, the predecessor of vaccination, variolation with smallpox virus may have originated in China and it is
therefore only fitting that China today should have excellent vaccine coverage.

However, high vaccine coverage does not come automatically. In order that vaccines are used the way they
were intended physicians must understand and recommend them, nurses must administer them, and patients must
accept them. In the case of childhood vaccination it is particularly important that parents be convinced that their
children can be safely protected. That is true for the traditional pediatric vaccines and even more so for the new
vaccines that are being developed.

In this regard, pediatricians are particularly important. They must be well informed about how to use vaccines
and therefore able to explain them to parents. Therefore, I am happy to see this book, which is edited by Professor
Yang Yong Hong. Professor Yang is well known to me from my contact with him at medical meetings and
from his writings. He also served with me on the Board of the World Society for Pediatric Infectious Diseases.
Professor Yang is clearly an outstanding specialist in pediatric infectious diseases with an international reputation.

The book is aimed at pediatricians and is an important means of giving them a necessary source of information.
Professor Yang and his collaborators have brought together the latest facts about vaccines in a manner similar
to the famous RedBook produced by the American Academy of Pediatrics, which is distributed to all American
pediatricians. I hope that this book will achieve the same purpose for Chinese pediatricians and their patients.

I also hope that the book will serve as a stimulus to form a committee of Chinese pediatricians to make
recommendations, just as do the authors of the Redbook. Clearly, pediatricians are best placed to recommend
vaccines for children. If such a committee is formed, Chinese children will be more likely to receive the benefits

of vaccination and to be protected against infections that are common and dangerous.

W

Stanley A Plotkin, MD

Professor Emeritus of Pediatrics,
University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA
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