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SHIRLEY HOMES
AND THE
LITHUANIAN CASE

You can find private investigators like Shirley Homes
anywhere in the world. Put the words ‘private investigator’
into a Google search on the Internet, and you get more than

6,800,000 hits.

Private investigators do all kinds of detective jobs. Perhaps
they look for information about a person . . . [s that their
real name? Where do they live? Where did they live before
that? How old are they? Do they really have a university
degree from Harvard, USA? Perhaps the job is watching
somebody ... Where do they go? Who do they meet? What
do they talk about? Perhaps a business is losing money, but
nobody understands why. A private investigator can listen
and watch, day and night, and find an answer.

So what is the Lithuanian Case? It is a missing persons case.
There is a missing daughter, Carrie Williams, aged fifteen.
There is a new boyfriend, from Lithuania. There is a crying
mother, there is an angry father, there is an unhappy little
brother.

Carrie left her family home in London five weeks ago.
Carrie’s mother wants Shirley Homes to find her. Shirley
knows London very well — but she also understands people
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,\#?i Shirley Homes and the Lithuanian Case

1

A missing daughter

Somebody is ringing my office doorbell. It’s ten past
nine on a Monday morning. That’s early for a client
to call. But perhaps this is going to be a good week. Last
week business was not very good. I need some new clients.

I look at my computer. I want to see the person before
I open the door. The little camera over the door shows
me a woman in a raincoat. About forty, maybe. Not rich.
The raincoat is a cheap one, from the street market. She’s
carrying a newspaper, the Putney Gazette.

[ hit the ‘open door’ button on the wall. The door opens,
and the woman comes in.

‘Are you the private investigator? Shirley Homes?’ she asks.
She looks around the office, probably looking for someone
older.

‘I am.” I use my older person voice. ‘Please sit down, Mrs . . .
er...

‘Williams. Edith Williams,” she says. She sits down in my
best chair, and looks around the office again, still looking
for that older person.

‘How can I help you, Mrs Williams?’ I say. “What’s your
problem?’

She looks at me then, and the trouble in her face is clear.

‘Do you find people?’ she says. ‘Can you find my daughter?

2
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The little camera over the

door shows me a woman in a
raincoat.

missing adj. lost, or not in the usual
place K ERf1)

doorbell n. a bell on a house door
which you push to tell the people
inside you are there | ]4%

client n. a person who pays another
person for help & J7; [i%
business 7. 1. your work, your job T_
fE; k% 2. making and selling
things AE 55 B 55

private investigator a detective
who is not in the police, and who has
private clients FA A%
problem ». something that is
difficult, or that worries you [Fl#E;
S X ) A

trouble »n. problems in your life
which you are worried about i,

IR



»@E Shirley Homes and the Lithuanian Case

She left home five weeks ago. Just walked out. Took all her
things, and walked out. And not a word from her. No phone
calls. Not even a text. Nothing.’

Edith Williams is nearly crying now.

‘“Why?’ I ask.

I’m careful. Family problems can be dangerous. You
open a door, and all kinds of dark and horrible things come
out. And when those dark and horrible things are out, you
can never put them back in again.

Edith Williams is still trying not to cry.

‘“Why, Mrs Williams?” I say again. “Why did your daughter
leave home? Was there an argument?’

‘Not with me, no. It’s her father, he . . .” Now she really
is crying. Five weeks of crying, all in two minutes in my
office.

I get her a cup of coffee, and sit on a chair next to her.

‘Tell me all about it, Mrs Williams. Take your time.’

The daughter, Carrie, is fifteen, I learn. She likes boys, has
lots of boyfriends, doesn’t listen to her parents. So what’s
new? Many fifteen-year-old girls are like that.

But the new boyfriend, Edith Williams says, is older, and
he’s not English. He’s a foreigner, from Lithuania.

I remember my Ukrainian grandmother, my Greek mother.
Foreigners.

‘Is that a problem for you?’ I ask. ‘A foreigner?’
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‘Tell me all about it, Mrs
Williams. Take your time.’

walk out to leave (one’s family or
partner) and go to live somewhere
else EEAEHE

text . a written message on a mobile
phone (F4L) Kifii

v. to send such a message % X Hi{5
horrible adj. very unpleasant and
often frightening or worrying H[{f]
9, TR

argument . talking angrily with
someone because you do not agree
Grif; ks g

really adv. 1. in fact, actually $5
; E#h 2. very or very much JfEH
take one’s time do something
slowly or do not hurry 1818 3%; A
foreigner n. a person from another

country ZhE A



,\ﬁ'ﬁ Shirley Homes and the Lithuanian Case

‘Not for me, but it is for my husband,” Edith Williams
says. ‘He doesn’t like foreigners. They come here, he says,
they take our jobs, they take our houses, they take our
money. And they can’t speak English. He gets very angry
about it. He says some horrible things to Carrie. “I don’t
want this foreigner in my house,” he says, and Carrie goes
crazy. She calls her father some horrible names, and he
gets really angry. He’s shouting, and Carrie’s crying. They
don’t stop for hours.’

Edith Williams stops for a second. She can still hear the
shouting and the crying, I think.

‘And what happened next?’ I ask quietly.

‘The next day,” Mrs Williams says, ‘Carrie left. Early in
the morning, before we all got up. She left a letter.’

‘Have you got the letter?’ I ask.

“Yes, I have.” She gives the letter to me, and I read it
quickly. An angry letter, from an angry fifteen-year-old.
Nothing useful. I give the letter back to her.

‘I asked all her friends,” Mrs Williams says. ‘Everyone.
They didn’t know — or they didn’t want to tell me. And she’s
stopped going to school.’

‘“What about the police?’ I ask.

‘I can’t go to the police. My husband doesn’t want to see
her again. We can’t even say her name at home.’

‘We? Who’s we?’

‘Me and Darren. He’s Carrie’s little brother. He’s ten.
He’s very unhappy about all this.’
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‘Carrie calls her father some

horrible names, and he gets
really angry. He’s shouting, and
Carrie’s crying.’

crazy adj. very angry JEH A4
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I must meet Darren. Ten-year-old boys can be very useful.
They see and hear a lot.

Edith Williams looks at me with her red eyes. ‘Can you
find her for me? I just want to know she’s all right. And this
boyfriend, this Lithuanian . . . What’s he like? How old is
he? What does he do? Is he kind? Is he the right person for
my little girl?’

I take the job. I ask for a photograph of Carrie, the names
of friends, the school, mobile phone numbers.

‘Can I talk to Darren?’ I ask.

‘Yes, we can meet him after school,” Edith Williams says.
‘But please don’t come to my house. Please. My husband . . .’

‘I understand,’ I say. ‘I can text you when I have some
news.’

She doesn’t know the name of the Lithuanian boyfriend.
That’s really helpful. There are thousands of Lithuanians
in London. Finding one young man without a name in
thousands of people? How easy is that!
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2

Help from friends

begin with Carrie, of course. I have a name and a

photograph, and a school. I meet Darren when he
comes out of school, and we go to Carrie’s school. We sit in
my car and watch the students when they leave.

‘That’s Janice—look!’says Darren. “The girl with long black
hair. She’s very friendly with Carrie. And that’s Kim, next to
her. I like Kim. She’s funny, she makes me laugh. Ooh, and
that’s Ant. See—the one with very shorthairand black clothes.’

‘Ant? What name is that? Anthea?’

‘Don’t know,’ says Darren. ‘She’s just Ant.’

I take a quick photo of the three girls, and then I take
Darren for a pizza to say thank you.

‘Can you find my sister?” he says. ‘It’s horribly quiet at
home without her. Nobody ever laughs now. Mum cries all
night. I hear her.’

I look at his small boy face. “Yup. I can find her.’

That evening I phone my friend in the police. He’s a detective

— Detective Sergeant Saheed Patel.
‘Hi, Saheed, how are you?’

10
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We sit in my car and watch the
students when they leave.

‘Can you find my sister?’ Darren

says.

funny adj. making you laugh or
smile XUBRAY; &Y

horribly adv. very 4E#

detective n. a person whose job is
to find out who did a crime {ji{§



