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ABSTRACT

This is a dissertation on sources of moral strength. The problem of
sources of moral strength has seldom been investigated directly by western
moral philosophers. Roughly speak. the resolution can be divided into two
distinct ways, one is a way of rationality represented by Kant, and another
is a way of sentiment represented by Schopenhauer. Through our detailed
discussion, we will stand together with Schopenauer while we do not adopt
the negative conception of life as he does. By going beyond the conception
of life as blind will or desire and introducing life philosophy from Guyau,
Bergson and Confucianism, we try to indicate that the sources of moral
strength are radically grounded on life itself.

The dissertation contains five chapters. In the {irst chapter, we find
there is some kind of puzzle or paradox in moral motivation, namely, moral
motivation must be practically intentional at the same time it must be im-
partial which means it cannot be, at least directly, from one’s desire. In an-
other words, moral motivation must be an interest without interest. Begin-
ning with the concept of good will and through the parallel of morality and
beauty, we reveal this difficulty or paradox with the name of disinterested-
ness. In the following chapter, we want to illustrate that how two different
types of moral theory are shaped by different views on the status of moral
motivation or practicality, and we will check each type of theory especially
about its challenge it must face. In the third and fourth chapter, we will
distinguish two kinds of morality according to consciousness, namely, the

natural one and reflective one, by firstly analyzing the relation between be-
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ABSTRACT R R

nevolence and righteousness both in classical and modern context. This dis-
tinction is important both in understanding moral phenomenon and in illus-
trating two moral motivations that are sympathy which cannot be suspen-
ded and obligation without any interest and purpose. At last, in the final
chapter, by metaphysical investigation on being, we try to argue that the
ground and possibility of sympathy and the problem about sources of moral

strength can be radically settled on the concept of life itself.
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