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EFRRERBEERNAR, ITEEXULRNSEDEROERL, BNOEETENLSRE
RETENDE, XA TRERYARITMRIRE, THNRUAERELURENZS.
HRMAUBEENFANRKEEXZFLBRERT FENERASENLAXNER—FE B—35
BFRAEERE. AH (SRR URWAEDTE, KEN CRUARHERE, REHME) &3
E+ENRFESRZARERPRYANER. XUSE. REBAZOAELT2ENRRE. B
RART ARERUANBRIIXE, HPZRBRRAREMNAT - XM (L TMRE) FXLT -
ERCERZRFH S @), N2 HINKERYANMEOSNRETYREANARSHIR4E
HFET, RPEFERAEERZIE EWMBENRYARGER, BHm. 2EE. KBREHIKES
BRRUZHMNEUE R, SR EAEOXULREESTXLEN, BEERKFEMNTELRYT
EROBENES.

(EARER) HiIER

The inference, "The 21st Century is the time of curator, in international art commentary circles has been
already drawn, which'is a little extreme. But we can feel that curators have led the moving direction of
current art point depending on their own intelligence and ability while there are heated competition in the
international art circles. The national problems and the religious problems of post-colonialism have con-
stantly been reflected in their hatching theme, as well as the traditional spirit and geopolitics in infer-cultural
communication. To get the politico-cultural word power in the art as quickly as possible, curators start inter-
national art commmunication one after another. That is why interational biennials are all over the world. It not
only makes global cultural Utopia’s figuralization more quickly but also hastens the improvement of Asian
contemporary art. And it also forms a spectacular occasion that the western curators come to hatch
exhibition in Asian and so do the Asian curators come to Europe and the USA. So various academic view-
point and aesthetic pursuits bring fraditional intelligence and contemporary culture from different countries,
which are shown under the same subject and the same room. “Focus Today in this issue discusses about
the curatorsformation, cultural attitude, hatching fechnology and so on as a whole in the development of
China contemporary art over the past decade. And there are six interviews and articles of curators, two of
which are from David Elliot's *Up and Down & West and East and Hans Greens "New Direction of Contem-
porary Art. From an European curators viewpoint and aftitude they make a judgement on the perplexity
and prospect of the western and eastern contemporary art. Also some Asian curators such as Apinan,
HouHanru, Lin Shumin send out timely and penetrating voice in accordance with changing culture global-
ization and pluralism, even war and peace, according to their own hatching experience and characters.

Art China Editorial Board
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Zhang Qing

Curators Have No Way, But Direction

The word “Curator” is sfill strange in China in 1980's although at that time the new stream in 1985 was surging forward and the
art opinions were emerging in an endless stream in all places of China. In every exhibition there were excited manifestos. It
seems that fill "Chinese Modem Art Exhibition” in Spring Festival 1989 that an organization group which has academic ability
formed, and thus seemed fo be the origin of Chinese curator. The article expounds the curator system's developing process

during these 20 years in China.
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Up and Down and East and West
KRE - X884 David Eliot Jp#E— &

We have to remember that art describes a symbolic, metaphorical or paradigmatic zone which
is intimately concemed with but not identical to lived experience.lt is of life,sometimes about life
and runs parallel to it. Art is like a laboratory in which lived experience is the input but of course it
must also be an experience in its own right. It is the responsibility of the art museum to mediate
the difference bentween art and life but the process cannot stop there——a belief in the essen-
tial importance of contemporary culture for and within civil society is necessary to highlight its
dynamic and potentially constructive role.
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