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Module 1

1. What comes to your mind when the word “America” is mentioned? Why?
2. What does “District of Columbia” mean to you?
3. What do the stars and stripes mean in the American flag?

TRAGA AR ARIS BN

The Story of the American Flag

esveeresareane,

Betsy Ross was a seamstress who went to
the same church as George Washington. She had
previously embroidered ruffles for Washington’s shirt
bosoms and cuffs. One day, late in May 1776, George
Washington came to her home asked her to sew the
first flag. George Washington was then the head of
the Continental Army. According to Ross, General
Washington showed her a rough design of the flag
that included a six-pointed star. Betsy, a standout with the scissors, demonstrated how
to cut a five-pointed star in a single snip. Impressed, Washington entrusted her with the
job of making America’s first flag.

The American flag consists of 13 equal horizontal stripes of red (top and bottom)
alternating with white; there is a blue rectangle in the upper left-side corner containing
50 small, white, five-pointed stars. The 50 stars represent the 50 states; the 13 stripes
represent the 13 original colonies. If the U.S. were to add another state, another star
would have to be added to the flag. The flag is known as “Old Glory” or “The Stars
and Stripes”. The National Anthem of the United States is about the flag and is called
“The Star Spangled Banner”. The design and colors have been the basis for a number of
other flags, including Chile, Liberia, Malaysia, and Puerto Rico.

-



ERHRSXM

Task Two: Interacting with the Theme

Topic 1 What and Where is the U.S.A.?

America’s official name is the United States of America. America consists of fifty
states and the nation’s capital — the District of Columbia — referred to as Washington
D.C. Two states, Alaska and Hawaii, are not a part of the continental United States,
which are sometimes referred to as the “Lower 48" (since Alaska is north of the 48
contiguous states). In addition to the 50 states, the U.S. also has a number of island
territories in the Caribbean Sea and the Pacific Ocean. Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin

Islands are the most notable.

The chart below is an alphabetical listing of the 50 states and their capitals. Note
that one of the states is also called Washington, which is on the West Coast. The
nation’s capital, Washington D.C. is on the East Coast. Each state has an official postal
abbreviation that consists of two letters as shown in the chart column headed USPS

(United States Postal Service).

States and Capitals of the United States

~ State Name | S orRpRA | Wegtaap oo i o Mot o)
, e | 5 oo 3V T velh di et vt or O 21 Populous:City
Alabama /,®la'bema/ AL 4,822,023| Montgomery | Birmingham
Alaska /a'laeskal AK 731,449 Juneau Anchorage
Arizona ['®ri'zouna/ AZ 6,553,255 Phoenix Phoenix
Arkansas /'arkonsa:/ AR 2,949,131| Little Rock Little Rock
California / keeli'farnjo/ CA 38,041,430 Sacramento Los Angeles
Colorado /'kola'reedouv/ CcOo 5,187,582 Denver Denver i
Connecticut /ka'netikat/ T 3,590,347 Hartford Bridgeport |
Delaware /'delowear/ DE 917,092 Dover Wilmington
Florida I'florida/ FL 19,317,568 | Tallahassee Jacksonville
Georgia /'d3ordza/ GA 9,919,945 Atlanta Atlanta
Hawaii /ha'war/ HI 1,392,313 Honolulu Honolulu
Idaho /'ardshou/ ID 1,595,728 Boise Boise
lllinois /il'nor/ IL 12,875,255| Springdfield Chicago
Indiana /,indi'&na/ IN 6,537,334 | Indianapolis Indianapolis
lowa [‘arowa/ IA 3,074,186| Des Moines Des Moines
Kansas /'kanzas/ KS 2,885,905 Topeka Wichita E




Module 1 Fast Facts about the United States of America

( continued )
State Name. | Pf?@&"?"?ﬂ“’ﬂ 8! 2R | PIAL | populous City
Kentucky /kan'taki/ 4,380,415 Frankfort Louisville
Louisiana No,1z1'ena/ 4,601,893 | Baton Rouge | New Orleans
Maine /'men/ 1,329,192 Augusta Portland
Maryland /'meralond/ 5,884,563| Annapolis Baltimore
Massachusetts |/, masa't[uzsits/ 6,646,144 Boston Boston
Michigan /'mifigan/ 9,883,360 Lansing Detroit
Minnesota /,mini1'souta/ 5,379,139 Saint Paul Minneapolis
Mississippi /,must'sip1/ 2,984,926 Jackson Jackson
Missouri /mi'zuary/ 6,021,988 | Jefferson City Kansas City
Montana /man'taena/ 1,005,141 Helena Billings
Nebraska /na'braska/ 1,855,525 Lincoln Omaha
Nevada /na'vaeda/ 2,758,931| Carson City Las Vegas
New Hampshire | /nu'hampfa/ 1,320,718  Concord Manchester
New Jersey /nu'd3sz1/ 8,864,590 Trenton Newark
New Mexico /nu'meksikou/ 2,085,538 Santa Fe Albuguerque
New York /nuz'jork/ NY 19,570,261 Albany New York
North Carolina |/,norf kera'lama/| NC 9,752,073 Raleigh Charlotte
North Dakota | /,norfda‘'kouta/ | ND 699,628 Bismarck Fargo
Ohio /ou'harou/ OH 11,544,225, Columbus Columbus
Oklahoma /,oukla'houma/ | OK 3,814,820 | Oklahoma City | Oklahoma City
Oregon [*origan/ OR 3,899,353 Salem Portland
Pennsylvania | /,pensil'vemnja/ | PA 12,763,536| Harrisburg Philadelphia
Rhode Island /roud'arlond/ RI 1,050,292 | Providence Providence
South Carolina |/,savbkera'laina/| SC 4,723,723| Columbia Columbia
South Dakota | /,saubdo’kouta/ | SD 833,354 Pierre Sioux Falls
Tennessee /,tenr'siz/ N 6,456,243 Nashville Memphis
Texas /'teksas/ X 26,059,203 Austin Houston
Utah /'juztaz/ ut 2,855,287 | Salt Lake City | Salt Lake City
Vermont /va'mant/ VT 626,011 Montpelier Burlington
Virginia /va'd3injo/ VA 8,185,867 Richmond | Virginia Beach
Washington /'waptan/ WA 6,897,012 Olympia Seattle
West Virginia |/,west va'd3mja/| WV 1,855,413| Charleston Charleston
Wisconsin /wis'kansin/ Wl 5,726,398 Madison Milwaukee
Wyoming /war'oumiy/ WY 576,412 Cheyenne Cheyenne

from http://pam.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S. state.



