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Z+ Laozi

RETERFEARNLFHESHCH :

EFUFEE, T,

REEEERZH_EA, BEBENEEAR.

EFBER, tFRUBRESZAE. ARRE, BHRERNTE, TR, ORZURAXE, XSAER: IR
BERE, BROAEEDE " TREFET (ERL) RELTRF, BALX, TALETEL.

According to China's greatest historian Sima Qian:

Laozi's surname was Li, his given name was Er, and his coming-of-age name was Dan.

He was a native of the village of Quren, Li district, Hu county, in the state of Chu, and he worked as caretaker of the
imperial archives in Zhou.

Laozi (Lao-tzu) spoke of the Way and the Virtue, focusing on self-effacement and not seeking a name for oneself. He
resided for a long while in Zhou, and, witnessing the decline of the Zhou empire, he decided to leave. He went west,
and when he was about to head out through Hangu pass, Yin Xi the gatekeeper said to him:“Since you are going off to
live in reclusion, perhaps you could write down a few of your ideas for me first.” So Laozi proceeded to write the Dao
De Jing in two books totaling just over 5,000 words. He then departed, and no one knows what became of him.
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The
Wisdom
of Life

iR BEN

fikif

AERNEE, FoJFs
AERIER, 723!
You must exhibit your
strength and intelligence;
don't let people think you
are weak or foolish.

BHLCKR, —ROBEERE
From the most ancient times,
the standard teachings had
been:

(XA

LMD

o i S —

i, FERE EHER— “EF" SATE.
However, a very unique man named Laozi appeared early
on in Chinese history.

Exhibit weakness and foolishness; don't let
people think you are strong or intelligent.

Remember the importance of non-action,
no-self, no-desires, humility,
tranquillity, being natural...

T

NS !
Maost people
think that
being strong is
good!

NIZERIAS ST,
FENAEBRE .

But strength will break where

K@ueakness will remain intact,/

LIS




gGEL B EAL YA

tamg, R85 EHA
6%’) {+/Auiﬁf")
For instance, what's
the hardest part of your
body? And what's the,
softest?

E HTRXFE, T8
LEET, TLHATHEE.
Take a look, I'm so old that
———— _—~ my teeth have all fallen out,
yet my tongue is just

FERE! FXRN!
My teeth are the har-
dest, and my tongue
is the softest.

AR/ NERZEIE?
A huge tree is stron-
ger than a tiny blade
of grass, right?

2!
Right!

BN A,
KIHEEEHIEAR
i, NEHFFEE
But in a typhoon, it’s the huge tree that gets pulled

up by the force of the wind, while the
/ tiny grass just sways back
Q ’, and forth.
7
e~ KIRTE, BETLEE. STRRETHENRIRE, 10
—~ o= ZEEEE’JEUW

Wam is the most pliable of things, and yet it can erode
away mountains and carve out canyons. This should
explain that firmness isn't necessarily

strength, while weakness actually is
strength.

NERFEE, DaeiERR
?.- Although the wind has no form or
body, it can blow down houses and

uproot trees.

)
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BEMIGE ¢

—RAABIREY, B— M EEZ
FNBE, KEER.

Most.people think that intelligence is
good, but a wise

foolishness. Great
wisdom appears to be
foolishness.

person should exhibit

AESEEREIE.
Wealthy people often

give the appearance
of having nothing.

Rz, " NFEHHEEH. BEEF.

THEEHOA, RETRERTZUH.

On the other hand,a 7
[/

person with diamond
rings, gold fillings,
and gold chains
around his neck

may be returning toy
an empty house.

\-": \I/,’
N B °
CASOTNO
-+. a
L I

BIRE, B,
BRI TIE?

£ Excuse me, are you
@ \ good at writing, pain-
% ting, and all

3 that other stuff?

15! RRShREIER K
Hmph! Show off.

HrE! HREFTH,
EftBEAT!

Sorry, I only know chess.

€3]

BB, —EEICLIN
B, BHEPE—=, MR
HEE— N BEAT.

If you want to be a success,
concentrate all of your energy
and intelligence on one thing
and play the fool in all
others.

IBIRMR, ®ig8
\ SR
o, no. I don’t have

S 1R, B, B, BSEHR

(i

N
=5 Ha, ha. I've studied them all— /(‘::j
. writing, painting, everything! =
20
; ,] \ )
N
16 \

“ v g7 A ¢

——— 7 AZ
RERENRAA? —2 ARG
And what are you Well... L.. um...
best at? I guess--r;;me,
S really...
—_— » :
AT Sl
) ~ ~ ( .
\l“
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fhREHE ST
He's the grand
master of chess!

'@ REREZI

I guess I'm just a jack of all
trades and master of none...

, FAER

B o

ATHERMLREERS, BEmEET, KK
BiE, SRTAREZH, BETE,
If you try to learn everything
about everything, you'll

just end up with a superficial
knowledge leading nowhere,

EPANNEEHERTAT  BE
FRACFLERL, KB,
Laozi believed that weakness
allows us to be humble and
noncontentious, and that

—RAREEEMNRE,
ZFREBTIER.

Most people can only see the
surface of things, but Laozi
could see what

was on the inside, Q

as well.

Lad

21

through foolishness, we can do
away with the supetficial and
get down to reality. Everything
in accordance with nature.

EHNBRIREER,
AAAIA, BRHIRE,
AR, SiBH
11, HAGRSAE,
AT s .
Laozi's thinking was
vast and all-inclu-
sive, everlasting and
adaptable, able to
adjust in adversity
and if obstructed

or attacked, able to
wind around and
continue forward.

_ﬂQA/ G272 Jg
YINIER, MEF
HEEERIRME.
Most people can
only see the face
of things, but
Laozi could see
the back, as well.

AJRX— Eﬂm

Yes, but thts
side is blunt.

to follow nature.

W

| EFIMR, kEREE, R
MAR, WRIKEER ; EHER
EE, LBHRRIENER.
N | Laozi was opposed to material
WIRA] desires, favoring instead a spi-
rltual Ile He was opposed to

He emphasized the
spirit, making material things
subservient to it

6



E T
Is Not
Laozi

Like the Dragon!

EHE, WERANIBAR
WER .

In India, Siddha rtha Gautama
founded the Buddhist religion.

Tt BERKE

“ThagFattR LA SENXBERP2M TRDICHTUE, —LATHNF
ENBERGDTE. R, BEXEZRFYIHRANS .
About twenty-five centuries ago, sophisticated cultures flourished in several parts
of the world. These cultures brought forth outstanding scholars and thinkers. In
Greece, there were the great philosophers Thales and Heraclitus.

HALUR, &, &, ZORTWRA, MEXKFIREN

B ABREF.

Of these, the most influential were the Confucia-
nists, Daoists, Moists, and Legalists. A great com-
municator of what came to be known as the Daoist
school was a man we call Laozi.

DR

fEhE, ENEERE (AR 770—221 F), BRI, 3

In China, during the Spring & Autumn and Warring States
periods (770~221 BC), numerous schools of thought arose
and competed vigorously for dammatton

Con -cianism

Daomn

Misce- laneousD o hsts _
Momn ,

N

&

<
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g?g? 2E, 7. TARRERETEESERY

According to certain historical records, Laozi’s surname
was Li, given name Er, and coming-of-age name Dan.
He was born in the sixth century B.C. in Quren village,
Li district, Hu county, in the state of Chu.

g

mias= e e
AREBLHTAZNE T VTN
N ﬁmﬁmnmn, - j—— [ BEREHL. |
Legend has it that he was < Y X O.k, sign right
appointed caretaker of the - 3 '1 - fglzﬁ$zﬁa \, \ here. /,//
state archives under King kil | I'dlike to borrow | ~~——
W of Zhou. '—,//= i \_two books, please. y ) =y
]

S

NE
2 -

X, tEROTHEZD, FIGEFNRNHE,

2 5 PXE, EFHEE—-0-BEKE.
R A BRI ¥ SFNER-H-HA
Here, Laozi pored through innumerable books, absor- s S

bing the knowledge of the times and gaining many in-
sights into life.
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riemsaT| 7
B, FEIDEA.
Ok., you fellows = ‘
go clean up the E?E% ¥f@§§¢-

road, and I'll go inﬂ?bi@}ﬁ

out to meet him.| Laozi mounted up

and went to the

outskirts of town

to meet Confucius.

AHEX
ALFRip!
The great educator
Confucius is coming
to visit.

9 fkgtﬁmﬁéﬂﬁﬂﬂwﬁ, NECHELTR, BEEANEILOAR, %
BEF.
According to the etiquette of the time, Confucius descended from his car-
riage and presented Laozi with a wild goose.
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S5 = wans, 2u8s.

HIAFREIESIERIR

AFERRETNE, TR TRESE, | 5897, - AE,
Confucius stayed with Laozi in Luoyang for Thank you, sir, for impar- Let me mention two more
several days, learning many things. ting your wisdom. I must things before you go.

take leave now.

10
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e
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— {RETEERIZEREA

RUBRAY, AIREARL T, EBLET

TSR THRAILENE . (RARETHRL
EEEAT.

One, most of what you are studying
and teaching are the thoughts of
the ancients, but these ancients are
dead— even their bones are rotten,
and yet a few of their words remain.
Don'’t place too much emphasis on
what they said.

—. BRSERNOAHZRI

K. fRRLZZEISHH, A,

ZE-ERF, B8, XNHR
B,

Two, those of superlative
virtue are all very simple
people. Eliminate your pride
and desires and get rid of
your airs and ambitions, for
they will be of no benefit to
you.




