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Mayflower compact 1620

In the name of God, Amen.

We whose names are underwritten, the loyal subjects of our dread sovereign
Lord, King James, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France and Ireland king,
defender of the faith, etc., having under_taken.

For the glory of God, and advancement of the Christian faith, and honor of our
king and country, a voyage to plant the first colony in the Northern parts of Virginia,
do by these presents solemnly and mutually in the presence of God, and one of
another, covenant and combine ourselves together into a civil body politic.

For our better ordering and preservation and furtherance of the ends aforesaid;
and by virtue here of to enact, constitute, and frame such just and equal laws,
ordinances, acts, constitutions, and offices, from time to time, as shall be thought most
meet and convenient for the general good of the colony, unto which we promise all due
submission and obedience.

In witness where of we have hereunder subscribed our names at Cape—Cod the
11 of November, in the year of the reign of our sovereign lord, King James,of England,
France, and Ireland the eighteenth, and of Scotland the fifty—fourth.Anno Domini
1620.
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Bill of rights 1689

An Act Declaring the Rights and Liberties of the Subject and Settling the
Succession of the Crown, whereas the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons
assembled at Westminster:

That the pretended power of suspending the laws or the execution of laws by
regal authority without consent of Parliament is illegal;

That the pretended power of dispensing with laws or the execution of laws by
regal authority, as it hath been assumed and exercised of late, is illegal;

That the commission for erecting the late Court of Commissioners for
Ecclesiastical Causes, and all other commissions and courts of like nature, are illegal
and pernicious;

That levying money for or to the use of the Crown by pretence of perogative,without
grant of Parliament, for longer time, or in other manner than the ame is or shall be
granted, is illegal;

That it is the right of the subjects to petition the king, and all commitments and
prosecutions for such petitioning are illegal;

That the raising or keeping a standing army within the kingdom in time of peace,
unless jt be with consent of Parliament, is against law;

That the subjects which are Protestants may have arms for their defence suitable
to their conditions and as allowed by law;

That election of members of Parliament ought to be free;

That the freedom of speech and debates or proceedings in Parliament ought not
to be impeached or questioned in any court or place out of Parliament;

That excessive bail ought not to be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor

cruel and unusual punishments inflicted;
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That jurors ought to be duly impanelled and returned, and jurors which pass
upon men in trials for high treason ought to be freeholders;

That all grants and promises of fines and forfeitures of particular persons before
conviction are illegal and void;

And that for redress of all grievances, and for the amending, strengthening and
preserving of the laws, Parliaments ought to be held frequently.

And they do claim, demand and insist upon all and singular the premises as
their undoubted rights and liberties, and that no declarations, judgments, doihgs or
proceedings to the prejudice of the people in any of the said premises ought in any
wise to be drawn hereafter into consequence or example; to which demand of their
rights they are particularly encouraged by the declaration of his Highness the prince

of orange as being the only means for obtaining a full redress and remedy therein.
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