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“I'here are many books on English Literature in the Wést,
but they are all written differently. Howes’ work is divid®
into ten chapters according to periods of time. In each chapteri
the author first treats of the conditions of the time, then gives
an account of the writers and the characteristic of their works,
and lastly gives a list of the authors and the titles of their works
for a given period. On the whole, the book is well graded,
carefully compiled and appropriately arranged. Small in volume
vet by no means incomplete, this book contains all the essentials
in the history of English Literature, and is best suited for the
use of Middle and Normal Schools.”’

—'The Board of Education, Peking.
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The words in italics refer to Chinese
notes in the back of the book.



INTRODUCTION

24

It is impossible to get an adeq11ate¥"idea of the
‘‘ Spectator '’ without some knowledge of the ‘‘Tatler,”
of which it was the direct outcome.’,f}; English newspapers
had been for many years under gO\"ernment control, and
gave only such news as the government allowed. The
‘““T'atler ” was a London newspaper founded by Richard
Steele, and lssuethhree times a week. It was designed .
to form and dlrect public opinion. Its price was one
peuny. Steele said its name was chosen in honour of the
fair sex.«#The papers were signedﬂi‘ Isaac Bickerstaff,
Esq.,”’—a name borrowed from one of Swift’s characters.
The first number was  issued April 12, 1709. The news
was grouped under the titles of the different public assembly
houses, where the men of that day met to discuss and
gossip over current topics of state, literature, and society,
much as they do in the social club-houses to-day. ‘Thus,
under the title © White's Chocolate House’’ was grouped
the news of pleasure and entertainment; ‘‘ Will’s Coffee
House,”’ that of poetry and the drama; the ‘‘ Grecian,’’
learning ; ‘' St. James’s,’’ domestic topics, etc. ‘The paper
began by merely reporting the actions of men, but soon
assumed the right to discuss the propriety of such actions.
In the fifth number of the ‘‘Tatler ’ Addison discovered
the identity of ** Mr. Bickerstaff ; '’ and he soon became one
of the regular contributors, his first paper, being No. 18.
Addison and Steele had been friends from boyhood, having
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attended Charterhouse School together, and afterwards
Oxford. In the ™ Tatler” the essay socon tcok the place
of that which was strictly news.

o

For the atler ”” Steele wrote one hundred and eighty-
cight papers, and Addison forty-two. There were two
hundred and seventy-one in all. ‘I'he *" Tatler " attacked
the immorality of the stage, gambling, dueling, and other
public evils. It was discontinued on Jan. 2, 1711. As
Steele was a Whig, and accepted office under a Tory
ministry, he thought it inconsistent to comtinue a Whig
paper, which, because of its sentiments, might cost him
his place in the government. ’T'he ‘‘Spectator'’ was
started two months after the discontinuance of the ' Tat-
ler ;" viz., March 1, 1711. It was a daily, and ran as
such for five hundred and fifty-five numbers, to Dec. 6,
1712. Its circulation was from three thousand to twenty
thousand daily. For an interim of eighteen months it was
discontinued. It then appeared three times a week, and
died Dec. 20, 1714.

The ‘‘Tatler” was essentially a newspaper. The
““Spectator ' was meant particularly for those who had
leisure to read, and were themselves thinkers.,  In place of
the coffee and chocolate houses, and ‘* Mr. Bickerstaff,"’
was ' The Spectator ’ and members of a * Club,”” includ-
ing the following characters and types representing different
qualities. Sir Roger de Coverley stood for simplicity and
a high sense of honour ; he was full of reminiscences of the
past, while his character represented a country gentleman
of the best kind. Sir Andrew Freeport was the enterpris-
ing, hard-headed, and hard hearted money-maker. Captain
Sentry represented the army and all its interests; the
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Templar, the world of taste and learning ; the Clergyman,
theology and philosophy ; and Will Honeycomb was the
elderly man of fashion, and the man about town.

The chief object of the ‘‘ Spectator’’ was to establish a
rational standard of conduct in morals, manners, art, and
literature. It abstained from politics, and consisted of
essays on the model gradually reached in the ‘‘‘T‘atler.’”’
Of the six hundred and thirty-five papers contributed to the
”v Spectator,”” Addison wrote two hundred and seventy-
four ; Steele, two hundred and forty; Budgell, thirty-
seven ; Hughes eleven; Grove, four; unknown writers,
sixty-nine. '

Dr. Johnson said, ‘‘ Of the half not written by Addison,
not half was good;”’
an English tyle familiar but not coarse, elegant but not

ostentatious, must give his days and nights to the volumes
of Addison.”’

and that ‘‘ whoever wishes to attain

The stamp of Addison is distinctly seen on the
‘‘ Spectator,’” as that of Steele is upon the ‘‘ Tatler.”” He
once wrote that he wished it said of him when he died,
that ‘‘he had brought philosophy out of closets and
libraries, schools and colleges, to dwell in clubs and
assemblies, at tea-tables and coffee-houses.”” He grasped
the idea of making knowledge popular, and both Steele
and he are said to have opened a new world to women.
Conduct was the very groundwork of the essays.

It is said that the literary model adopted by Addison was
taken from a distinguished Frenchman, La Bruyére, but
that in his ‘' Characters,”’ La Bruyeére described only what
he saw, while Mr. Addison added to t_his the moral earnest-
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ness of a reformer. The papers comprising the *‘Spectator®’
must always maintain a high position in English literature,
because of their quaintness of comnceit, delicacy of touch,
and purity of style and language. No careful student of
our literature can afford to omit a conscientious study of
these'specimeils of Iinglish style. Among the choicest
essays of the ‘‘Spectator’’ are the thirty-three papers
comprising the ‘‘ De Coverley * series. Of these, Addison
wrote twenty-one; Steele, nine; and Eus’tacc Budgell,
three.

Addison signed all that he wrote by the letters * C.,”
“L.7 1., er YO.7 Steele usually signed his paper
“R.” or ““I'.; 7’ and Budgell, ‘‘ X.”

The chief events in Addison’s life are briefly noted as
follows. He was born May 1, 1672, at his father’s rectory,
near Amesbury, Wiltshire, England. In 1683 his father
became dean of Lichfield, where voung Addison attended
school, soon changing for the famous Charterhouse School
in London, where he first met his friend Richard Steele. In
1687 he entered Queen’s College, Oxford, where he early
distinguished himself writing Latin verses. He took the
degree of M.A. in 1693, and a fellowship in 1698, at
Magdalen College. His Latin scholarship soon gave him
prominence: in London, for he had in 1693 written a
‘““ Poetical Address praising Dryden’s Translations,’” which
soon brought him to the attention of that poet. Montagu,
through Lord Somers, secured a pension for him of three
hundred pounds in recognition of his literary services.
He was expected to qualify for diplomatic services thereby.
After travelling on the Continent for several years, he
returned to England in 1703, and joined the famous Kitcat
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Club. In 1704 he was appointed commissioner of appeals,
succeeding John Locke, and secured at the same time
further prominence by writing a poem celebrating?the
victory at Blenheim, called ‘‘’I'he Campaign.’’ Latér in
the year he was appointed undersecretary of state.

In 1705 he published ' Remarks on several Parts of
Ttaly,”” and in 1706 he was appointed undersecretary to Sir
Charles Hedges. ILord Halifax, in 1707, paid a compliment-
ary visit to the *Elector of Hanover, and Addison accom-
panied him. T'his year he wrote the opera of '‘ Rosamond,”’
and a book called ‘‘ T'he Present State of the War.”’ He
was elected to Parliament in 1708; but, the election being
set aside, he was reélected shortl;' after, standing for
Malmesbury, and held his seat for life.

In 1711, at the age of thirty-nine, we find him alert,
polished, cultivated, full of experience, ready for the work
which was to give him lasting fame,—his contributions to
the ‘‘ Spectator.”” Besides the ‘‘ De Coverley Papers,’’ he
wrote many others, humorous, critical, and serious, and
seemed to put his most intense efforts and life into his
contributions. His most important critical papers were
those on ‘‘ Paradise Lost,”’ seventeen in number, published
in the *‘ Spectator”” during 1712. His serious contributions
were published in 1711, and included some exquisite
hymns, the most familiar of which is ‘* When all thy
mercies, O my God.”” “In 1713 he wrote the tragedy of
““ Cato,”’ which had a long run at Drury Lane Theatre. It
was quickly translated into French, Italian, German, and
Latin. After the death of the ‘‘ Spectator,’”’ Steele estab-
lished the ‘‘Guardian,”” to which Addison contribyted
fifty-one papers in 1713. {arm
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In 1714 Queen Anne died ; and the Whigs were again
restored to power, and Addison to politics. He was ap-
pointed to several important secretaryships, and became
one of the lords commissioners of trade. In 1715 he
published the ‘‘ Freeholder,”’ to which he contributed
fifty-five papers. On Aug. 3, 1716, he was married to the
Countess of Warwick, and the next year was appointed
secretary of state in Sunderland’s ministry. An consequence
of ill health he resigned his position in 1718.

He died of dropsy and asthma, June 17, 1719, and is said
to have sent for his stepson Warwick, and said to him,
‘“ See in what peace a Christian can die.”’

Richard Steele was born in Dublin, March 12, 1672.—
the same year as Addison. His father was a lawyer. At
twelve Steele entered Charterhouse School, and in 1690
entered Christ Church, Oxford. The next year he became
postmaster at Merton College. Not long after, he entered
the army as a cadet. 'The death of Queen Mary furnished
him with material for a poem, which he published in 1695
under the title of ‘‘’I'he *Procession.’”” While still in the
army, he published the ‘‘ Christian Hero,”’ and a comedy,
—the ‘‘ Funeral,” acted at Drury Lane, 1701. During
the three following years he wrote several successful plays.
In May, 1707, he was appointed gazetteer and gentleman
in waiting to Prince George of Denmark. ‘The same year
he married Miss Mary Scurlock, a Welsh lady.

The ‘‘ Tatler”’ was published in 1709, Steele the next
year being made commissioner of stamps, and also 'losing
his appointment as gazetteer. In 1711 the ‘‘ Spectator’’
occupied most of his attention, while on March 12, 1713,
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he commenced the ‘‘ Guardian,’’ which ran a hundred and
seventy-five numbers. ‘The same year he both entered
Parliament, and started the ‘‘ Englishman.”” ‘The year
1714 saw many <ontributions from his pen, largely critical
and political.

He was expelled from the House of Commons in March,
appointed surveyor of the royal stables at Hampton Court,
deputy-lieutenant of the County of Middlesex, and super-
visor of the Theatre Royal. He became, in 1715, patentee
of Drury Lane Theatre, was knighted by George I., elected
member of Parliament for Boroughbridge, Yorkshire,
published ““ An Account of the State of the Roman-
Catholick Religion throughout the World,”” and began
“Town Talk.” He was appointed commissioner for for-
feited estates in Scotland in 1716.

During 1719 the ‘‘ Plebeian’’ was begun, as well as
"“’T'he Spinster.”’ Steele was again elected to Parliament
in 1722, for Wendover, Bucks, and produced at Drury
Lane, Nov. 7, *‘ Conscious Lovers.”” He died Sept. 1,1729,
at Carmartheq’, and is buried in St. Peter’s Church there.

In addition to those mentioned above, Steele started five
other papers, which had more or less success ; namely, the
““ Englishman,” ‘“‘The Lover,” ‘‘Tea-Table,”’ ‘‘Chit
Chat,’”’ the ‘‘Theatre.”” An eminent English critic has
said of him, ‘‘As a pro§e writer, Steele does not rank
with the great masters of English style. He claimed,
indeed, in his capacity as a Tatler, to use ‘ common speech,’
to be even ' incorrect’ if need be* and, it may be added, he
sometimes abused this license, writing hastily and under
pressure. His language is frequently involved and carve-
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less; and it is only when he is strongly stirred by his
subject that he attains to real elevation and dignity of
diction.”’

Fustace Budgell was born in the year 1685. His father
was Gilbert Budgell of St. Thomas, Exeter. He was a
cousin of Addison, and owes wha¥small literary reputation
lie has to this fact. He entered Oxford in 1705 at Trinity
College, and afterwards entered the Inner Temple. He
was called to the bar, but his intimacy with Addison
diverted him from his profession. His contributions to the
‘‘Spectator "’ were thirty-seven in number, mostly imitations
of Addison's style.

In 1714 he published a translation of ‘‘’T‘heophrastus.’’
He became in this year a member of the Irish Housé of
Commons. ‘Through Addison’s influence he became ac-
countant-general in 1717, at a salary of four hundred
pounds, which he lost in South Sea speculations. Many
political pamphlets are attributed to him. He contributed
to the ‘*Bee,”’ the ‘‘ Craftsman,”’ and other papers, the
former being started by him. In 1732 he published
*“ Memorials of the Life and Character of the Late Earl of
Orrery and the Family of Boyles.”” He committed suicide
in 1736, after having ruined his character by improper
‘money transactions. He is said to have been of unsound
mind during the latter part of his life.
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SIR ROGER DE COVERLEY
PAPERS

THE SPECTATOR

[ADDISON, in SPECTATOR,-No 1. Thursday, March 1, r710-11.]

" HAVE observed, that a reader seldom péruses a book
with pleasure till he knows whether the writer of it be
a black or a fair man, of a mild or ¢holéric disposition,
married 'or a bachelor, with other particulars of the like
nature, that conduce very much to the right understanding
of an author. 70 gratify this curiosity, which is so natural
to a reader, 7 design this paper, and my next, as prefatory
discourses to my following writings, and shall give some
account in them of the several persons that are engaged in
this work. As the chief trouble of compiling, digesting,
and correcting will fa// to my share, 1 must ‘do mysell the
Jjustice to open the work with my own history.

I was born to a small Izere’r/ila)ji estate, which, according
to the #radition of the village where it lies, was bounded by
the same hedges and ditches in IWilliam the Conqueror’s time
that it is at present, and has been delivered down from
father to son whole and entire, without the loss or acquisin
tion of a single field or meadow, during the spzi'céﬁof six
hundred years. ‘T'here runs a story in the family, that
my mother dreamt that she had brought forth a judge.



