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Word tips

Angela 7L (AN4)
South Korea #fi[#
immigrate ( \ANE ) &
NFESE

Sun-Kyung fili5t ( A4%)
bow 45

Listening, Understanding and Speaking

Listening |

Interviewer:

Angela:

Interviewer:

Angela:

Interviewer:

Angela:

Interviewer:

Angela:

Interviewer:

Angela:

Angela, you were born in South Korea but you've been living in
Canada for a long time, haven't you? |
Yes, I was 10 years old when my parents Imrmgrated to Canada |
and I've been living here for 20 years now. ‘
Do you think that belonging to two different cultures has
affected your personality? 1
Yes, definitely. There are times when I think that I have two
personalities, depending on where I am and who I'm with, I'm |
Korean or I'm Canadian. o
That sounds complicated. Could you explain what you meah'{
Well, for example, living in Canada when I was going to high |
school, I was known as Angela to the outside world, and as |
Sun-Kyung at home. I would wave hello to my teachers, but
bow to my parents’ Korean friends when they visited our home.
Do different cultures have different ideas as to what is polite?
Yes, definitely. In high school, I was expected to look straight
into the eyes of my teachers and to talk openly with them.‘,lBut
when Koreans spoke to me, I was expected to look at my feet
and to be shy and silent. k

Do you think that having two personalities makes you a richer
person? ' |
Yes, but sometimes I don’t know who I am.

1 Listen to an interview about culture’s influence on personality and decide
whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).

Angela immigrated from Canada to South Korea.
2 Angela is about 20 years old now.
3 Angela agrees that culture affects personality.
4 Angela had two different personalities, one at school and the other

home.

Sun-Kyung is Angela’s friend at school.
Being exposed to two different cultures is sometimes confusing.

== 2



2 Listen to the interview again and complete the following table with the

information you get.

In the Canadian Culture In the Korean Culture

Personal || was known as Angela to the 1) outside
Identity world.

| was known as Sun-Kyung 2) at home.

Greeting | | would 3) wave hello to my teachers.

| would 4) bow to my parents’ Korean friends
when they visited our home.

Expected
Manners

| was expected to 5) look straight into the
eyes of my teachers and to talk 6) openly
with them.

8) shy and silent.

| was expected to 7) look at my feet and to be

3 Work in groups to discuss the following questions.

1

To what extent do you think culture affects personality? Give some
examples to support your view.

2 What personality traits do you think are associated with Chinese culture?

1

SAMPLE

Since most scientists agree that personality is shaped both by heredity
and by social surroundings, it is obvious that culture plays quite an
important role in shaping one’s personality. Different cultures value
different personality traits, so we tend to behave in a certain way because
that is what is expected and accepted by a certain culture. In China,
children are usually not allowed to interrupt while adults are chatting
or discussing something. Similarly, subordinates will be frowned upon
if they voice their opinions without being invited when their authorities
are speaking. This culture might make the Chinese reluctant to share
their opinions at meetings with foreign friends. However, people from
the same culture do not necessarily behave in exactly the same way. We
should not forget that some personality traits are inherited.

Personality traits associated with Chinese culture: hard-working, honest,
well-organized, careful, intelligent, determined, realistic, conservative,
sensitive, friendly, generous, hospitable, courageous, patient, polite,

modest, not very outgoing...

3
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Word tips

go through £Jjj
caring &0 B
understanding Ff#A
Hi
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Unit 1

Listening Il

I am a very sensitive person, and that’s good to a point. I feel everyone should |
be able to feel or understand what others are going through. But when you |
suffer and cry for people you don't know; or over a movie that’s only a story,
then I think that’s a little too sensitive. That's the way I am.

I am also a very independent person. I must do things by myself. I don't like |
people doing things for me, or helping me, or giving me things. It's not that I
don't appreciate it. I just feel that when someone does something for you, you |
owe them, and if there is one thing I don't like to feel, it's that I owe anyone
anything.

I think I would be a good friend. I would do almost anything for someone
I like; and I would share or give anything I have. ’'m very caring and
understanding. People trust me with their secrets, and they’re right for doing
so because I never tell others any secret that is told to me. I'm always there to

“help in any way that I can. All you have to do is ask.

I enjoy life and people, which makes me feel good. I find fun in almost
everything I do (except housework). I like to watch people, talk to them, and |
be around them. It makes no difference whether I agree or disagree with what
they feel or how they live or what they look like, or what age they are. T just
enjoy learning and being aware of everything and everyone around me.

Listen to a passage about a man’s self-introduction and complete the
following sentences with the information you get.

1 The man is a very sensitive and independent person.

2 He also thinks he would be a good friend.

3 He enjoys life and people, which makes him feel good.

4 He enjoys learning and being aware of everything and everyone around him.

Listen to the passage again and choose the best answer to each question
you hear on the recording.
1 What is good in the man’s opinion? B

A To go through a lot of things.

B To be a bit sensitive.

C Tocry for people you don't know.

D To be a bit selfish.

2 Why doesn’t the man like others to do things for him? C
A Because he is not satisfied with what others do.
B Because he knows he is not an appreciative person.
C Because he doesn’t want to owe others anything.
D Because he doesn’t enjoy help from strangers.
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Why does the man say he can be a good friend? A

A Because he can keep his friends’ secrets.

B Because he trusts all his friends.

C Because he will tell his friends anything he knows.

D Because he will help his friends even when he’s not asked to.

What is the thing the man doesn't like to do? D

A To be around other people. B To hear different opinions.
C Totalk to people. D To do housework.

What kind of person is the man according to the passage? B

A Cold. B Sociable.

C Hard-working. D Creative.

3 Work in pairs to discuss whether you would like to make friends with such
a person and explain why.

SAMPLE

L]

I don’t want to make friends with this kind of person. He is too sensitive
and not manly enough. I don’t think this kind of person would be easy-
going. He will be easily annoyed without your realizing why. Moreover,
he doesn’t want help from others, which is an undesirable trait. In
my mind, it's commonplace to receive help from friends or offer help
to them. However, to be friends with this kind of person, I wouldn’t
know whether I should help him or not. If T offered to help him, and he
rejected, that would make me very embarrassed. If I didn't offer to help
him, I would feel guilty, for it’s not my style not to help those in need.

It’s hard to say. But on the whole, I wouldnt object to making friends
with him. Just as he says, he is independent, caring and understanding.
What’s more, he says he can be a good friend. He also enjoys life and
people and this makes him feel good. He doesn't enjoy help from others,
but he is ready to help others and would do so when asked. So as his
friend, I could seek help from him. Wouldn't that be nice? Also we have

one thing in common, that is, I am a bit sensitive, too.

Listening lll

Tom: Hey, Bill. Do you have any plans for this weekend? .

Bill: Yeah, Tom. Cindy and I are going ice-skating on Saturday.

Tom: Oh. '

Bill: Why do you ask?

Tom: Well, I thought you might want to come over and study for next week’s

chemistry test.

5
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Word tips

Cindy i1 (A%)

fix sb. up with % (% A)
EAL B

Kristi 7B ( A4)
double-date x5 4r—
B

moody ERIHH

| self-centered 30N
matchmaker f#A
wavy B (JR) i
blond 4%
complexion HifA; Bk
tattoo &

runner-up W%

Unit 1

Bill: Study?! No way. Hey, what if I try to fix you up with Cindy’s sister,

Kristi? We could double-date. She’s really outgoing, bright, and funny
too.

Tom: Hey, I still remember the girl you fixed me up with last time. She was

very moody and self-centered. She couldn’t stop talking about how ‘
great she was. 'm not sure if I can trust you, “Mr. Matchmaker”.

Bill: Oh come on. So I made a mistake last time. Cindy’s sister is really

different.

Tom: Well, what does she look like?

Bill: Ah. Looks aren’t important. She has a wonderful personality.

Tom: Right.

Bill: OK. She has long wavy blond hair and blue eyes. She’s of medium

height, just a little shorter than you are.

Tom: Go on. ‘

Bill: She has a great figure, a nice complexion, and she has a sexy voice. Oh,

and she has a tattoo of an eagle on her arm.

|
1
Tom: A what? :
Bill: No, just kidding. By the way, she was the runner-up in the Miss !

Tom: No, wait!
Bill: Ah, just forget I ever mentioned it.
Tom: No, 'm interested!

California Beauty Contest two years ago. Well, you're probably not |
interested.

Listen to a conversation between Tom and Bill and complete the following
sentences with the information you get.

1
2

Bill and Cindy are going ice-skating on Saturday.

Tom thought that Bill might want to come over and study for next week’s
chemistry test.

Bill thinks Cindy’s sister, Kristi, is outgoing, bright, and funny.

According to Tom, the first girl Bill introduced to him was moody and
self-centered.

Kristi has long wavy blond hair and blue eyes. She’s of medium height.
Kristi was the runner-up in the Miss California Beauty Contest.

Listen to the conversation again and decide whether the following statements
are true (T) or false (F).

1
2

It can be inferred that Tom works harder than Bill. T
Tom didn't like the first girl introduced by Bill because that girl was not
pretty. F

Even though Tom agrees that looks are not important, he is still
interested in knowing what Kristi looks like.
Kristi has a tattoo of an eagle on her arm.

I =



5 Tom is not interested in dating Kristi after listening to Bill’s introduction
of her. F

3 Work in pairs to role-play the conversation. You may also add your own
ideas or create your own story of “matchmaking”. You may start with “Hey,
| have got a date for you".

A:

SRR prReP

SAMPLE

Hey, I have got a date for you.

Oh, really?

Are you interested?

Maybe. What is she like?

She’s got a great personality.

Uh. That means she’s fat and ugly.
She’s cute.

OK, so she’s not ugly; she’s just fat.
She weighs 98 pounds.

OK, she’s not fat. So what's the problem with her?
Who said there is a problem with her?

The problem is she has no problems—she’s too good for me!

Listening IV

r
|

David: Barbara, before you go, could you tell me about these students that

are coming into my class?

Barbara: Oh yes. Now, let me think, well there’s... er... Paul. He’s the tall, slim

lad with fair hair. Very friendly face, lovely smile... He’s particularly
good with group activities, and he’s a very helpful person to have
in the class and very helpful with the other students. He speaks
fluently—but does make a lot of mistakes! He doesn’t seem to mind
making mistakes. He asks a lot of questions... er... he tends to
speak first and think later. But he’s got lots of interesting ideas.

David: Good.
Barbara: Ah... Susan... Susan. Now, she’s very lively, quick, and very bright.

She talks all the time but not always in English.

David: What, is she difficult or anything?
Barbara: No... She’s quite young but she does behave in quite a grown-up

way really for her age. It can be a bit difficult to actually shut her up
sometimes and make her listen to you.

David:  Ah, right.

Barbara: She’s very nice. She has dark hair, and dark eyes.
David:  Right, well... are there any other girls in the class?
Barbara: Yes, there is Maria, that’s Susan’ sister.

David: Yes.

7
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Word tips

Barbara &R ( A4)
lad /MkT; AME

fair (k%) &M
plump i

sulk A:je)<

sensible BHEfY

| spectacles HR%S

nasty HIAH)

Unit 1

Barbara: Actually it’s quite difficult to tell them apart although... er... Maria |

David:

Barbara:

David:

Barbara:

David:

is slightly older. She’s a bit plumper and has longer hair than Susan.
She’s not quite as bright as her sister and I think that makes her feel
a bit inferior really. Well, you know, she sulks a bit when she gets
things wrong or she misunderstands you. But on the whole, a very
sensible girl.

OK. |
And then there’s Peter, who's older than the others. He's got a sort of |
moustache, spectacles and wavy dark brown hair. He usually wears
a jacket and sometimes a suit. He’s very smart and takes notes all |
the time. Hes also very serious and determined to learn as much as |
possible. He asks quite difficult questions but he doesn’t mean to be
nasty. |
Well, thanks, Barbara. It’s all up to me now, isn't it? Have a good
holiday, won't you?

Thanks.

Bye.

Listen to a conversation about an introduction to some students and
answer the following questions.
How many students are mentioned in the conversation?

1

Four.

What is the probable relationship between the two speakers?
Colleagues.

What is the two speakers’ occupation?
Teacher. / Teaching,

Who's smarter, Maria or Susan?
Susan.

What is Barbara going to do?
To go on holiday.

Listen to the conversation again and match the people with the correct
descriptions.

1
2
3
4

Paul
Susan
Maria
Peter

has moustache and wears glasses

has dark hair and dark eyes

feels inferior to Susan

speaks first and thinks later

has a friendly face and a lovely smile

does not always speak in English

is determined to learn, and takes notes all the time
has longer hair, and is plumper than Susan

asks quite difficult questions, but doesn’t mean to
be nasty

J has lots of interesting ideas

T IGOTmMMmMQOoN®>



3 Work in groups to describe an interesting teacher (including appearance
and personality) you have had.

Words and expressions you may use

plump  skinny  accent  nearsighted  contactlens
stylish  slim  talkative  stern (™JFi, ™)

 have one's hair\dyedyf o Wear’heavy make-up bady—temperedf

SAMPLE

When I was in high school, I had an English teacher named Mary who came
from America. She was very intelligent and enjoyed thinking and asking
questions. For example, she could speak only a few words of Mandarin
Chinese, but once she asked us a very interesting question about a Chinese
phrase. She asked: “Why do you say mashanglai (% 13)? You should say
feijilai ("KHLK), because a feiji (airplane) is much faster than a ma (horse)”.
We were amused by her question. We had never thought about it. Then we
came up with a possible explanation and replied: “In ancient times, we had no
airplanes; we only had horses which were the fastest means of transportation
at that time”” She seemed satisfied with our explanation.

She was tall and thin, with big blue eyes. She was near-sighted and always
wore contact lenses. Once when we were having class, we saw something very
strange. She was looking on the floor for something, and then she seemed to
have found it. She held it to her lips and licked it! Later, she said it was a contact
lens. It had fallen out when she was yawning because she had tears in her eyes!

She was strict with us in class and encouraged us to speak as much English
as we could. When we failed to say something correctly, she was always
very patient and never criticized us. She was very creative in teaching. She
encouraged us to ask her questions in order to make us speak. In summary,
we all enjoyed her classes and liked her very much.

Teaching tips
This conversation is about an introduction to some students and this activity
asks students to describe an interesting teacher. Teachers can offer students
some words and expressions describing one’s personality traits.

Some positive traits:

honest, selfless, dedicated, committed, intelligent, self-confident, conscientious,
patient, adaptable, humorous, responsive, responsible, insightful, gentle,
understanding, hard-working, punctual, careful, dutiful, self-motivated,
success-oriented, detail-oriented, well-organized, enthusiastic, persuasive,
outgoing, cooperative, goal-driven, effective, precise, methodical, rational,
studious, ambitious, down-to-earth, cheerful, excellent communicator,
negotiator, decision maker, quick learner, team player, natural leader, capable
to cope with failures, capable to learn from past mistakes, able to prioritize,
determined to succeed, effective interpersonal communication skills, planning
skills, learning agility

Some negative traits:

sensitive, undisciplined, emotional, opinionated, judgmental, picky, dull,
inactive, obstinate, selfish, lazy, impatient, arrogant, self-centered, spoiled,
wayward, nervy, inarticulate

9
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