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ABSTRACT

This book, The Tomb of Ruler Bai Zhongli Kingdom, compiled the materials of Spring and Autumn Era
Tomb Number 1 at Shuangdun in Bengbu City, Anhui Province excavated jointly by Anhui Provincial Institute
of Archaeology and Bengbu Municipal Museum during December, 2006 to August, 2008.

In a style of vertical tomb with mound and a special circular burial chambers, there are two floors made of
raw earth inside the pit and a short terrace leads toward the east. The most important character is there are
many symbolic remains never seen between the mound and the refilling earth, which are supposed to imply eso-
teric meanings.

Five-color-earth, mixed with five different types of earth—red, yellow, grey, black and white, had been
used as mounding and refilling material. It might imply the colors which represent directions: the grey repre-
sents east; the red represents south; the white represents west; the black represents north and the yellow repre-
sents center. This mural system is a typical symbol of the thought—wherever the king does. There is one round
white-soil-layer. Together with the round mound and round pit, these three structures are supposed to represent
the concept of the heaven along with their functions. Those radical-shaped remains are supposed to represent
the borders between constellations in the sky. Around the pit, there are earth mounds and “Tu’ ou walls” on
the second floor. They are supposed to represent the borders between the heaven and the earth. The item“Tu’
ou” was invented intentionally in order to construct Tu’ ou wall, which was supposed to represent Huangchan-
gtizou( cypress outer-coffin with the timber headed-in) structure by using earth instead of timber. The cross-
type tomb is composed of the coffin chamber of the occupant in the middle, human sacrifices in the four direc-
tions, and two side chambers in the south. The whole structure is supposed to represent the earth. All the re-
mains in the main chamber seem to represent the concept of time and space. It also might indicate the heavenly
stems , earthly branches and the twelve Shichen(the 12 two-hour periods into which the day was formerly divid-
ed ).

In conclusion, the concept of this tomb structure is a brand new one. Beside the functions, the whole
structure shows the recognition of the idea—hemispherical dome cosmology. The remains represent the sky,
earth, solar terms and the royal authority and could be known as one special burial tradition, and it made a u-
nique type of ancient tomb.

Aside of the unique circular complicated structure and deep meanings, a large number of various burial
objects are also attractive. There are more than 500 splendid bronze, pottery and jade objects, including a

whole set of bronze chime bell, cvovered ding with a ring-shaped knob, yan composed of zeng and ding,
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square fu with inscriptions, bowl-shaped dou, different kinds of arrow heads, ge and ji with inscriptions,
swords, horse bits and colored pottery objects in different sizes, some with inscriptions, two sets of dragon-
shaped stone ging, gold and jade ornaments and countless lacquer, wooden and leather objects. All of these
burial objects show obvious characteristics of the Spring and Autumn Period, and have a strong identity of
Zhongli Kingdom. They constitute the group of Zhongli cultural relics.

These objects prove the existence of Zhongli Kingdom for the first time. They are the supplementary mate-
rials to prove the documentary records of Zhongli Kingdom and precious archaeological materials for studying
the history of this mysterious Kingdom, their pedigree, and the culture of Huaihe valley or the ethnical culture
in Huaihe valley. The unique and mysterious burial tradition found in this tomb of the Spring and Autumn Peri-
od is the brand new material for exploring those disappeared ancient burial culture and raises a new topic in the
field of tomb archaeology. The achievements show important historical value on archaeology, history, folklore,
astronomy, religion, architecture and local history.

The excavation of Spring and Autumn Era Tomb Number 1 at Shuangdun in Bengbu City, Anhui Province
firstly was thought to be of an ordinary archaeological excavation. However, it revealed a lot of burial cultures
and traditions that had never been seen in the archaeological history. Not only the innovation in shape, this
special burial tradition also endows the mounding and refilling earth with esoteric connotations, which builds
fascinating monuments. The tomb, a Holy Temple Cemetery, is a masterpiece of the Huaiyi ethnics of Zhongli
Kingdom. The innovative construction concept is magic and incredible. This spirit runs through the history of
mankind, spanning 5,000 years of Chinese civilization. And the archaeological excavation of this tomb owns a

great academic value and historical significance.
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