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The Classifiers in the Lao Qida and the Hypothesis of cyclic change
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Abstract: This paper describes the uses and functions of individual classifiers in two different versions
of Lao Qida (representing the Northern Chinese language of the 14" and 15" centuries) and discusses the
former hypothesis of cyclic change. It is shown that the cyclic change hypothesis needs to be revised. If it
probably can be maintained for accounting for the historical evolution of the classifiers in Southern Chinese
dialects, it was never implemented in Northern Chinese.
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