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Chinese Art is centered on the Chinese nation and has an important position in
the art history. It maintains the features of inclusiveness and innovation, which has
made great contribution to the development of world’s art. The series of Chinese Art
is a huge publishing project, which is the achievement of the theoretical research
and teaching practices of hundreds of university teachers over a decade and has
developed into a complete teaching system. It is the most solid theoretical basis and
rich knowledge system and it will give a brand-new and authoritative experience to
the reader.

With the arrival of the creative economy, the art has witnessed rapid
development. With the industrialization, globalization and urbanization, various kinds
of art have come into being and the social and economic development has greater
need for talent in art, design and creativity. In 2011, the State Council Academic
Degrees Committee and the Ministry of Education made major adjustment on the
discipline of colleges, separating the study of art from literature as an independent
discipline. As a result, artistic theory, fine arts and design science have become the
first—level discipline of art. It is the inevitable result of the development of art and
the requirement of age on art. It will greatly change the pattern of China’s art
education and is directly related to the cultivation of independent creativity of the
Chinese nation.

For the past two years, based on the change of the art discipline and to
accommodate to the development of art major of university and the need for art
learning and appreciation, we compiled the large series Chinese Art with the aim to
establishing the academic framework and standardizing teaching books. The series
covers the major part of the hierarchical subjects of the fine arts. It is the ideal
book for Chinese to learn about the fine arts. Its publication will bring benefit to
the Chinese art and has great significance in both the theoretical circle and the
educational circle.

The categories and the major characteristics of the fine arts are the major
content of artistic features. It is also the basic knowledge for artistic creation and
appreciation. It usually refers to the kind of wvisual art in certain space such as
painting, sculpture, industrial art and architectural art. When it was firstly used
in Europe in the 17th century, it generally referred to the paintings, sculpture,
literature and rﬁusic with aesthetic significance.

There are lots of categories and forms of paintings. Due to the differences in



society, politics, economy and cultural tradition among nations, the artistic form,
ways of expression, artistic style differs greatly in paintings. Generally speaking,
eastern paintings originated from ancient Egypt, Persia, India and Chinese and
western paintings originated from ancient Greek, Rome with Europe as the center
form the most important two painting systems in the world. The painters have had
impact on each other and have done great contribution to human civilization.

In terms of painting classifications, it can be classified into Chinese painting,
oil painting, print, water colour, gouache, sketch and speed painting. According
to the materials, tools and performance techniques, the paintings can be subdivided.
Based on the theme, it can be classified into portrait, genre painting, history
painting, landscape painting and still life. Similarly, the above paintings can also
be done with different materials and tools. In other words, oil paintings can be
portrait, genre painting, history painting, landscape painting and still life. Other
categories can also be done with different themes.

Chinese paintings are closely related with Chinese calligraphy and they
supplement each other. Chinese calligraphy is the treasure of traditional Chinese
culture and a unique form of world’s art. The inscriptions on bones or tortoise shells
of the Shang Dynasty, inscriptions on ancient bronze objects, bamboo slips of Han
Dynasty and clerical script are all the milestone of respective times and treasure in
world art. Chinese nation shows special preference to calligraphy, which has been
passed by generation to generation and makes calligraphy more dazzling.

There are altogether 23 kinds of books in Chinese Art, which centers on basis,
creation, appreciation and research. Specifically, they are The Basis of Sketching,
The Basis of Color, The Basis of Quick Painting., Anatomy and Perspective,
Gouache and Watercolor, Chinese Painting, The Basis of Oil Painting, Integrative
Painting, Painting Theory, The Basis of Photography, Copy and Creation of the
Regular Script, Guide of Famous Copybook for Calligraphy and so on.

The establishment of art provides larger space and autonomy for China’s art
talents. Based on the characteristics of the fine arts discipline, to promote artistic
books in a systematic, planned and creative way for art lovers and universities
students and teacher has significance to the prosperity and development of China’s

higher art education.
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